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Requested Approval from BoT at September 2020 BoT Meeting:
•

Approval to Proceed with Pilot tree plantings at three sites:
o Silverbrook road from Barrington Blvd to Gauge Dr.
o Woodwren Hills
o Hooes Rd from Old White House to Intersection at Silverbrook Rd
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Summary:
The Grass to Forest Initiative is an effort lead by the Open Space Committee (OSC). The OSC has the responsibility to maintain the common areas within
the neighborhood for the enjoyment of residents. This initiative will lead to increased property values, reduced maintenance cost, and improved recreation.
Our well maintained grounds support the high property values of homes within our community.
Many mowed areas in the neighborhood are not used for recreation and have been identified as candidates for reforestation. The OSC identified over
ten sites for evaluation. Of these ten sites, the OSC recommends proceeding with Site 1, Site 2, and Site 3 for this Pilot program. The plantings are anticipated to
take place in Fall 2020.
Fairfax Country supports reforestation. Fairfax ReLeaf is a non-profit organization that leads this effort. Fairfax ReLeaf supports with site evaluation,
selection of the best species of tree and bush, and provides the plants and planting materials for free. There is no cost to the community to work with Fairfax
ReLeaf for consultation or plants.
Potential Benefits:
•

•

•

•

Increased Property Values
o 1-10% increase in home values [Source: Fairfax ReLeaf]
o More wooded area will allow for the growth of more mature trees which will improve the “curb appeal” of the neighborhood
o Natural screening of major roads (Hooes Rd., Ox Rd., and Silverbrook Rd.)
Reduced cost for homeowners
o 10 – 20% reduction in cooling costs [Source: Fairfax ReLeaf]
o 5 – 10% reduction in heating costs [Source: Fairfax ReLeaf]
o Reduced mowing area could eventually result in $ 3,982.50 in savings annually based on the Professional Grounds bid for the 2021 Grounds
Contract renewal. [Source: Grounds Contract Committee]
Recreation
o More shade on existing Crosspointe trails and courts
o Wooded feel of trails along Silverbrook Rd., Hooes Rd., and Ox Rd.
Environmental
o More trees to capture CO2 and provide better air quality for the community
o More area for bees, birds, and other wildlife [Source: NORTH AMERICAN POLLINATOR PROTECTION CAMPAIGN]
o Less grassy area erosion issues [Source: Fairfax ReLeaf]
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o
o

Integrated Pest Management: Trees provide habitat for many insects, particularly caterpillars, which is food for 95% of bird species. Keeping
birds and other insect predators around helps keep ‘pest’ populations in check without sprays. [Source: Fairfax ReLeaf]
Non-Point Pollutant Control: Less pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer used because of reduced grassy areas. Pesticides, herbicides, and
fertilizers find their way into the waterways and are a potential source of non-point pollution

Implementation Plan:
Completed Tasks
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify candidate areas
Identify nearby lots and categorize (Adjacent, nearby within view, nearby not in view)
Develop documentation for this plan
Site walk through with Fairfax ReLeaf
Prioritize locations
Incorporate Grass to Forest locations as options into grounds contract

Next Steps
•

•
•
•
•

OSC to draft communication to residents
o Affected residents to be contacted via email and/or regular mail
o Notify Community of this initiative via email, Chronicle, and website
Management to send notice
Review Resident Feedback. Address resident concerns and modify plans if necessary.
Organize volunteers and coordinate with Fairfax ReLeaf
Plant trees

Transition Phase:
The transition from grass to forest will be coordinated with Fairfax ReLeaf. They are experts in reforestation. Fairfax ReLeaf will provide the trees, tools,
and some volunteers (if needed) to help with planting. Fairfax ReLeaf will provide a variety of trees at no cost to the community to reforest selected areas. The
trees will only include native Virginia species such as red oak, willow oak, indigo, button bush, sweet gum, black cherry and evergreens. Some of the trees are
considered ornamental such as dogwood and redbud. Efforts will be made to put ornamental trees closer to paths and roads where their flowers may be
enjoyed.
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Transition from grass to forest will take time and will vary from site to site. At some sites, existing forest lines can be allowed to expand. At these sites,
seedlings will be planted, grass will no longer be cut, and the forest will be allowed to grow out. Some sites are not near existing tree lines or the new areas are
expansive. In these locations, efforts will be made to accelerate the growth of trees and bushes. In order to make sure planted trees and bushes are not
overrun by tall grass, mowing may take place and gradually phase out.
Risks:
No adverse effects are expected, but they are possible. The OSC will monitor these spaces and quickly act to prevent small problems from becoming
large problems. The majority of drainage and erosion problems in the community today are not in forested areas.
Potential Risks:
•
•

Increased wildlife
o Mitigation: monitor for increase wildlife and notify county if problems occur.
Aesthetics: Reforestation will be a slow process and areas may be unsightly for some time.
o Mitigation: A
▪ Accelerate the transition to Forrest with seedlings and trees.
▪ Plant fast growing trees
▪ Plant tress that self-propagate (Ex: maple)
▪ Plant a variety of trees
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Relevant Programs:
-

-

VA Forestry
o Link to website: http://www.dof.virginia.gov/infopubs/Seedling-Price-Guide_2019-2020_pub.pdf
o When each year: Seedling sales October through mid-April
o Additional Info: Best time to plant bare root seedlings in Virginia is February and March
Country Programs
o Taylor Beach
o Executive Director
Fairfax ReLeaf, Inc.
12055 Government Center Parkway
Suite 703
Fairfax, VA 22035
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Site Overview:
The following sites have been selected after a walk through with Fairfax ReLeaf.
These sites were selected based on the following criteria.
•
•
•

Determined strong candidates from Fairfax ReLeaf
Sites are distributed across the neighborhood
At least one neighboring resident has expressed support for plantings. Note: Residents have expressed support on their own initiative. There has been
no formal communication with residents yet on this pilot program.
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Site 1 – Location A: Silverbrook Road Near Ivy Green Road
Site Location Photo(s):
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Current State:
•
•
•

All area between green and yellow lines is mowed.
Mowing extends far beyond the stormwater retention pond.
The dense woods on the north side of Silverbrook Rd are not matched on the south side.

Proposed Future State:

• The OSC proposes mowing only within the catch basins up to the high-water level line (shown in yellow on these views), the strip
of grass between the road and the asphalt trail, and along trail T22.
Proactive Plantings:
•

Recommend planting seedlings in areas that no longer receive mowing.

Transition Plan:
•
•
•
•
•

This is not a multi-phased site.
Stop all mowing outside yellow areas. Plant seedlings in areas that no longer receive mowing.
Mow inside yellow lines and between Silverbrook RD and the asphalt path and then 20 foot wide swath from the asphalt trail to area of 8155 Old
Barrington BLVD.
Mow the lower edge of the common property off Old Barrington in line with trees in back of 8159 Old Barrington, then parallel with existing tree line.
Mow the northwestern catch basin to the contour line 2 feet below the top of the drain tower.

Resident Support:
•
•

Resident support exists for this site.
There is low risk of resident opposition as this site is not directly adjacent to any homeowner properties and additional trees will provide additional
privacy for residents.

Risks:
•

No risks identified for this site.
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Site 1 - Location B: Silverbrook Road Near Apple Ct
Site Location Photo(s):

Top of Berm

Silverbrook RD

Mow Inside
Shape
Mowed Between Trees

Gauge DR

Mow Inside
Shape

Apple CT
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Current State:
•
•
•

All area between green and yellow lines is mowed.
Mowing extends far beyond the stormwater retention pond.
The dense woods on the north side of Silverbrook Rd are not matched on the south side.

Proposed Future State:

• The OSC proposes mowing only within the catch basins up to the high water level line (shown in yellow on these views) and the
strip of grass between the road and the asphalt trail. Additionally, stop mowing within the trees near Apple Court but continue
to mow the common property that abuts 8300 Apple court. This would reduce the mowed area by about 108,000 square feet or
2.5 acres.
Proactive Plantings:
•

Recommend planting seedlings in areas that no longer receive mowing.

Transition Plan:
•
•
•

This is not a multi-phased site.
Stop all mowing outside yellow areas. Plant seedlings in areas that no longer receiving mowing.
Mow inside yellow lines and between the street and asphalt path. These lines follow the 286 foot contour line of the drainage pond. The top of the
drain tower is 288 feet. This entire area is currently mowed from the street to the property lines including within the trees, which is damaging the trees.

Resident Support:
•
•

Resident support exists for this site.
There is low risk of resident opposition as this site is not directly adjacent to any homeowner properties and additional trees will provide additional
privacy for residents.

Risks:
•

There is an existing drainage problem at this site.
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Site 2 - Location L: SW Corner at Hooes and Silverbrook
Site Location Photo(s):

Silverbrook Rd. going towards Hooes Rd.

Silverbrook Rd. Intersection look towards Hooes Rd.
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Current State:
•

At the southwest corner of Silverbrook Rd. And Hooes Rd, Crosspointe maintains a grouping of shrubs and trees. This planting does not include a
monument. There’s a large mowed area behind the planting. In addition, the area from trail T 23 (parallel to Silverbrook Rd.) is mowed from the tree line
to the shoulder of the road.

Proposed Future State:
•

This plan proposes to stop mowing a crescent shaped area behind the planting. Large mowed areas along Silverbrook road and T-23 would revert to
forest as well as the mowed areas along Hooes Rd. south of the intersection with Silverbrook.

Proactive Plantings:
•

Seedlings will help accelerate this transition. However, this site is surrounded by mature trees and will likely support the growth of trees naturally.

Transition Plan:
•
•
•
•

This is not a multiphase site.
Stop all mowing outside yellow areas.
Plant seedlings in designated areas.
Mow area inside yellow lines.

Resident Support:
•
•

Resident support is unknown for this site.
There is low risk of resident opposition as the trees will provide additional privacy for residents.

Risks:
•

No risks identified for this site.
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Site 2 - Location M: Open Space on Hooes by Old White House
Site Location Photo(s):

Hooes Rd. going towards Silverbrook

Hooes Rd. looking at mowed area.
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Current State:
•

West side of Hooes Road just south of the intersection of Silverbrook Road. Currently, grass is being mowed from the shoulder of the road to the fence.
There is a large area being mowed behind 8519 and 8521 Century Oak Court. This area is not easily accessible to Crosspointe residents.

Proposed Future State:
•

This large area should revert to forest as should the area between the fence and the shoulder of Hooes Rd. Mowing should continue between path T 23
and the fence and three feet on the opposite side of the path from the fence (leaving a mowed border between the path and the reforested area).

Proactive Plantings:
•

Recommend planting seedlings in just the large unused area near the old white house.

Transition Plan:
•
•

This is not a multiphase site.
Stop all mowing between the asphalt trail and the wall or berm in this area

Resident Support:
•
•

Resident support is unknown for this site.
There is low risk of resident opposition as additional trees will provide additional privacy for residents.

Risks:
•

No risks identified for this site.
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Site 3 - Location J: Woodwren Lane Hills
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Current State:
•

All area between green and yellow lines is mowed. This area is currently mowed with a bush hog about three times a year. Neighbors are concerned
about ticks and pests. A recent email from a resident mentioned the concept of planting trees on the mounds.

Proposed Future State:
•
•

OSC proposes mowing a strip on three sides of the property as a buffer between ticks and kids. This would add a mowed area of about 5,000 square
feet.
Plant seedlings inside green area.

Proactive Plantings:
•

Recommend planting seedlings in areas that no longer receive mowing.

Transition Plan:
•
•

•
•

This is a multiphase site.
Phase 1:
o Start regular mowing inside yellow areas.
o Plant seedlings in tall grass area (outside yellow lines)
Phase 2: Once seedlings are established trees (2-4 feet tall)
o Regular mowing inside yellow areas.
Phase 3: Once tree cover reduces grass growth
o Discontinue mowing in yellow lines

Resident Support:
•
•

Adjacent residents do not like the existing conditions with the tall grass.
Residents are open to trees but request a buffer zone.

Risks:
•
•

There is an existing drainage problem at this site.
Tall grass may kill seedlings. If seedlings fail to survive OSC may need to plan more mature trees that can survive despite tall grass.
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