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Seeking Four Crosspointe
Board of Trustees Candidates
John Cewe,
BOT Elections Committee Chair
he two-year terms of four
of the nine members of the
Crosspointe Board of Trustees (BOT) expire in March 2016. An
election will be held to fill these vacancies, with ballots tabulated and results
announced at Crosspointe’s annual
Homeowners’ Association Meeting
in March 2016. The volunteers serving the community as members of the
BOT will have a significant impact in
the management of Crosspointe in the
upcoming years.

T

What does the BOT do?
Crosspointe’s BOT has two distinct,
but related, roles in our community
— a business role and a governmental
role. On the business side, the BOT
is vested with oversight of the community’s budget, which exceeds $1.5
million per year, and the custodianship
of the community’s capital reserves.
In its governmental role, the BOT is
vested with power to regulate (community appearance and standards)
and collect revenue (homeowners’
association assessments). The BOT
collaborates with and provides guidance to Crosspointe’s standing and
ad-hoc volunteer committees (Budget
& Finance, Pool, Open Space, Tennis,
Neighborhood Watch, etc.) and the

Architectural Review Board (ARB). It
also strives to ensure the best interests
of Crosspointe residents are served
with respect to regional affairs affecting the community. In addition, the
BOT aggressively and proactively
searches for ways to control costs to
our community while preserving our
quality of life; for example, the BOT
successfully renegotiated the community’s most recent multi-year pool,
grounds and waste disposal contracts
this past year.
Crosspointe is now over 25 years
young. Age brings with it requirements
for more and increasingly expensive
repairs to maintain our community’s
resources and assets. To save our
community money and also enhance
the value of our individual homes,
the BOT relies on the community’s
“Reserve Study,” an analysis of the life
expectancy and replacement costs of
all of Crosspointe’s common property
and equipment. Deciding how your
assessments are expended to maintain
and improve the community rests with
the BOT.

The commitment
If you are interested in helping
Crosspointe remain an outstanding community in which to live, you
continued on page 2
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crosspointe contacts
Management
Company

FirstService Residential
11351 Random Hills Rd.
Suite 500
Fairfax, VA 22030
TEL 703.385.1133
FAX 703.591.5785

Crosspointe
Community Center

8275 Glen Eagles Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
Open Mon.–Fri.,
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
TEL 703.690.2321
FAX 703.690.8574
Community Manager
Heather McDevitt
cp.manager@verizon.net
Assistant Manager
Randy Santander
cp.admin@verizon.net
Trash Contractor

Republic Services
703.818.8222

Architectural
Review Board
Joana Garcia, Chair
arb.crosspointe@gmail.com
Budget & Finance
Phil Ciarlo, Chair
703.690.0269
Communications Committee
Mary Van White, Chair
571.208.8399
MaryVan.realtor@gmail.com

Howard Kaufer, President
703.690.7364
hkaufer-kfreeze@verizon.net
Bob Klocek, Vice President
703.690.2346
bobk357@verizon.net
Alan Sullivan, Secretary
703.690.0650
apsulli@cox.net
Brian Riley, Treasurer
703.690.6821
blriley@cox.net
John Cewe, 703.690.3534
john.cewe5@verizon.net
Pat Ciarlo, 703.690.0269
peciarlo@verizon.net
Bruce Evjen, 703.690.0649
bpevjen@gmail.com
Ed Mills, 703.690.2130
edmills43@yahoo.com
Larry Rice, 703.690.6101
reagan84@verizon.net

Crosspointe Cruisers
www.cpcruisers.com
Swim Team Co-Reps
Dave Pyle and Michelle Martin
djpyle29@yahoo.com
Swim Team Assistant Rep
Josh Helms
josh.helms99@yahoo.com

Open Space
Bob Falkenstein, Chair
osc.falkenstein@gmail.com

Civic Associations

Kevin Garrahan, Chair
703.495.0630
Social Committee
Marcia Helms, Chair
mhelms@cox.net
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How to nominate
Nominees must be members in good standing. To nominate
yourself or someone else, please e-mail nominations to the
Crosspointe management office at cp.manager@verizon.
net. If you nominate someone else, confirmation in writing
(e-mail will suffice) is required from that individual that he
or she is willing and able to serve if elected. Please include
a biographical sketch of the nominee with the nomination. The biographical sketch, limited to 250 words or less,
should include whatever information the nominee considers
to serve in his or her best interest. The biographical sketches, subject to editing, will be published in the Crosspointe
Chronicle, on the community Web site, and included with
the annual meeting notice and ballot mailed to all homeowners. For examples of past biographical sketches, see the
Jan–Feb 2015 Crosspointe Chronicle.

Nominations must be received by
4:30 PM ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2016.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Dive Team Rep
Joy Wolfe
joywolfe@verizon.net
Dive Team Assistant Rep
Ann Powell
anniep411@yahoo.com

Tennis Committee

should consider running for the BOT. No particular prior
experience is required, and the time commitment for members is modest. The BOT meets once per month for several
hours and each member is expected to read an information
package in advance of the meeting and work with one or
more committees. Invest in your future.

Please direct questions about serving on the BOT or the
nomination process to me, at john.cewe5@verizon.net.
You may also direct your nomination questions to the
Crosspointe Community Manager, Ms. Heather McDevitt,
at 703.690.2321 or cp.manager@verizon.net.

Neighborhood Watch
Gary Saturen, Chair
703.495.0674
gary.saturen@verizon.net

Pool Committee
Tom Wears, Chair
twears@me.com
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Continued from page 1

South County Federation Rep
Cathy Bonnefil
mabonnefil@msn.com
SCF Alternate
Robert Robertory
robert@robertory.com

Fairfax Federation Rep.
Joana Garcia

The Crosspointe Chronicle is the official
newsletter of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association (HOA), 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, Fairfax Station, VA. 22039
Contents are for information only. Articles
express the opinions of the authors, not
the HOA. The HOA Board of Trustees, the
Communication Committee, the Chronicle
editor, and the contributors assume no
responsibility for errors, omissions, or
consequences resulting from information
provided in this or any previous edition.
The HOA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.

www.crosspointe.info

Published 10 times a year by the
Crosspointe Communications Committee.
Distrubution to 1350 Crosspointe homes.
Copies available online.
Web site: www.crosspointe.info
Communications Committee Chair:
Mary Van White
				
Circulation Managers:
Donna & Jim Davis
703.690.7098
Production: Rudolph Desktop Design
rd.design@verizon.net
For inquiries: cp.chronicle@verizon.net
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Volunteers are needed for the
Crosspointe Communications Committee
Are you interested in helping to improve communications within the community? Do you want to see more information on the Crosspointe website and/or
in the Chronicle? Links to local government, schools, etc.?
The Crosspointe Communications Committee is looking for volunteers who are
willing to join to discuss current policies, new ideas and ways to more effectively
manage and enhance: the Chronicle, our Crosspointe website, as well as responsibly leveraging the many features of social media applications that are available to
communities.
If this sounds like the committee for you, please contact the Crosspointe office at 703.690.2321 or email Heather McDevitt, Community Manager, at
cp.manager@verizon.net, or the Communications Committee chairperson Mary
VanWhite, at maryvan.realtor@gmail.com.

Register Today for Crosspointe Emails and FSRConnect
Members and residents interested in receiving
Crosspointe informational emails from the
Board, Management, Committees, other,
please email the Assistant Community Manager, Randy Santander, at cp.admin@verizon.
net or call the Crosspointe Management
Office at 703.690.2321 and provide your
name and Crosspointe address and request
that your email address is added to the community email list. You will receive assessment
reminders, event updates, trash information
and updates, pool registration reminders,
and other important information.

for FSRConnect. The FSRConnect site is
an additional online site that supplements
the Crosspointe website. You can update/
edit your information and submit address
or e-mail changes when necessary. You can
monitor your payment history and obtain
your current assessment account balance.
This is a secure site so you must register
and be provided with a PIN. If you have not
already registered on this site, you can go to
www.fsresidential.com or use the link at the
Crosspointe website www.crosspointe.info
under the Resources drop down menu.

If you would like to view various Crosspointe
documents, reports, - and perhaps most
important - all of your personal account
information and account history, register

Do not delay, call or email the Crosspointe
Management office and

Crosspointe Chronicle

get connected!
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Important
Community Numbers
Community
Community Center.................... 703.690.2321
FirstService Residential............. 703.385.1133
Republic Services...................... 703.818.8222

County
Police & Fire (Emergency).......... 911
Police (Non-Emergency)............ 703.691.2131
Fairfax County Animal Control... 703.691.2131

Utilities
Virginia Power.......................... 888.667.3000
Washington Gas........................ 703.750.1000
Verizon..................................... 703.876.7000
Cox Cable.................................. 703.378.8400
Water Authority........................ 703.698.5800

VDOT
VDOT........................................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Snow Plowing)................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Potholes)........................ 800.367.7623

To Report:
Missing Street Signs
(Fairfax County)........................ 703.877.2800
Outages, including street lights
(Virginia Power)........................ 888.667.3000
Abandoned Cars
(Fairfax County Police)............... 703.691.2131

Nov-Dec 2015
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Budget & Finance Committee

BOT approves FY2016 budget
Phil Ciarlo,
Budget & Finance Committee Chairman
he Crosspointe Board of
Trustees (BOT) approved a
balanced budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 at its
monthly meeting on November 11,
2015. The budget covers the period
January 1, 2016 through December
31, 2016 and maintains the current
homeowner (member) annual assessment level, and increases the associate
membership annual fee level. (“Associate Memberships are sold annually
to a limited number of families who
do not reside in Crosspointe allowing
those families use of the pool and tennis facilities”). See the budget detail on
pages 6 & 7.

T

As planned and expected, the FY2016
budget was balanced by applying funds
from established operating reserves
to cover expenses that will exceed
income. Additionally, the Budget and
Finance Committee recommended the
level of contribution to our replacement reserves (savings) be maintained
at planned levels to ensure adequate
funds are available to cover projected
future replacement costs for community property, facilities, and other assets.
Based on the committee’s recommendation, the BOT voted to maintain the
homeowner annual assessment at the
current FY2015 level for FY2016.
The homeowner annual assessment
remains $900 per year ($225 quarterly)
and is sufficient to continue building
up the replacement reserves (the level
of association savings) in recognition
of the increased cost of replacing aging
community infrastructure and assets
while also complying with increased

Crosspointe Chronicle

federal, state, and local government
regulations.
Maintaining the current homeowner/
member assessment level for FY2016
continues the association’s practice
of increasing assessments every three
to five years as required, rather than
automatically increasing them annually. The last homeowner assessment
increase occurred in FY2014.
The BOT also approved the pool committee’s recommendation to increase
the associate membership annual fee
from $545to $550.

At the current assessment level,
Crosspointe homeowners
continue to enjoy the amenities
of our premier community
at a cost of only $2.47 per day,
about the cost of a gallon of gas
or a flavored coffee drink.
Homeowners enjoy:
··professional community on-site
management

··maintenance of 13 community
entrances and all common property
areas and assets,
··twice-weekly trash pickup

··weekly recycling and yard debris
pickup
··two swimming pool complexes
··ponds

··a community center

··extensive hiking trails

··tennis and multi-purpose courts
··multiple tot lots

www.crosspointe.info

Homeowners who live on pipestems
(common driveways) are reminded
the annual escrow payment is due on
January 1st along with
the regular quarterly
assessment payment.
As a result of established BOT planning and budgeting practices, homeowners and associate members have
benefitted over the past several years
from extensive replacement reserve
spending on projects to replace community fencing, renovate the pool
complexes, upgrade tennis court surfaces and lighting, repair/repave community trails, and renovate community
center bathrooms, kitchen, windows,
and doors.
The current level of our annual assessment also ensures the association’s
financial reserves are maintained at
a level that meets financial audit and
reserve study recommendations.
The FY2016 budget accommodates
Crosspointe’s increasingly demanding
financial requirements in the fiscally
responsible and conservative manner
that has been a BOT hallmark since
the community’s inception.
Homeowners can be assured of the
BOT’s continuing focus on adequately
funding reserves, mitigating long-term
financial risk, funding a reasonable level of capital improvements, and maintaining the community’s assets within
established funding priorities. The
successful accomplishment of these
objectives is key to
both our continued enjoyment
of Crosspointe
amenities and support of individual
property values.

Nov-Dec 2015
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Fiscal Year 2016 Budget
CROSSPOINTE SWIM & RACQUET, INC
FY 2016 APPROVED BUDGET
Approved
Line Item Detail

Grand Total Net Surplus or Loss

Approved

2015 Budget

2016 Budget

+/Line Item Detail

Chgs

0

0

Grand Total Resources:

1,517,261

1,512,757

(4,504)

Administrative

Grand Total Expenses:

1,517,261

1,512,757

(4,504)

Management Contract
Management Reimbursables

(47,511)

(76,257)

Approved

+/-

2015 Budget

2016 Budget

Chgs

Expense Line Item Detail

0

Current Net Income: Surplus or Loss

Approved

(28,746)

Special Projects

49,891

51,388

1,497

196,000

214,000

18,000

6,500

0

(6,500)

0

0

0

Total Current Year Income:

1,380,900

1,374,700

(6,200)

Pool Registration

Total Current Year Expenses:

1,428,211

1,450,957

22,546

BOT Expense/Minutes

2,800

2,900

100

Postage/Cert Mail

3,000

3,100

100

Office Supplies

2,500

2,500

0

500

650

150

Replacement Reserve Items Summary

88,850

61,800

(27,050)

Replacement Reserve Interest

10,000

10,000

0

Capital Replacement Reserves

78,850

51,800

(27,050)

Misc. Admin
Permits, Licenses & Fees
Legal Fees

Oper Res: CY Inc Trans out +/Excess in -

47,511

76,257

28,746

Oper Res Transfer for - CY Expenses/Cap Imp

44,700

47,950

3,250

2,811

28,307

25,496

Oper Res Transfer For/To - CY Income: +
For/- To

Income Line Item Description
General Assessments
Collection Fees

1,215,000

0

0

0

5,000

6,000

1,000

Miscellaneous Pool Income

12,600

12,600

0

109,000

100,000

(9,000)

24,000

23,000

(1,000)

Newsletter Advertisement

Bad Debt Expense

2,000

2,000

0

6,400

6,500

100

Printing/Copying

4,000

4,100

100

Federal Income Taxes

3,000

3,000

0

State Income Taxes

1,500

1,500

0

300,891

317,308

16,417

Insurance
Master Policy & WC

14,500

15,225

725

Directory & Officers Liability

4,500

4,500

0

Total Insurance Expense

19,500

19,725

725

275,000

283,464

8,464

Community Ctr/Pool Rental

4,000

4,000

0

Facilities

Operating Interest Income

8,000

8,000

0

Trash Collection

Late Fees

3,000

5,700

2,700

300

400

100

Misc Income Resale

0

0

0

Bad Debt Recovery

0

0

0

General Facility Repair & Maint

NSF Income

0

0

0

Total Land & Bldg Expense

1,380,900

1,374,700

(6,200)

44,700

47,950

3,250

2,811

28,307

25,496

47,511

76,257

28,746

Tennis Key Income

Subtotal Current Year Income

870
2,000

0

Legal Fee Reimbursement

Associate Membership - Pool

3,670
22,000

Audit & Tax Preparation

Total Admin Expense
1,215,000

2,800
20,000

11,000

11,000

0

Comm.Cntr Repairs/Maint/Painting

Janitorial Services

8,500

8,500

0

Security System

3,000

3,000

0

25,000

25,000

0

322,500

330,964

8,464

160,500

154,500

(6,000)

8,000

12,000

4,000

Open Space
Operating Transfer: Capital Improvements
Oper Transfer - CY Income
Subtotal Trans from Oper Reserves

Total Current Year Income

Grounds Maintenance
Grounds Other
Fence Repairs & Maint.

2,500

2,500

0

Snow Removal

2,500

2,500

0

Tree Removal/Replacement

38,000

38,000

0

Pond Maintenance

16,000

16,000

0

1,428,211

1,450,957

22,546

Cap Replace Res Interest Income

10,000

10,000

0

Irrigation Repairs

1,000

1,000

0

Cap Replace Res Transfer: Replace

78,850

51,800

(27,050)

Landscape - minor shrub replacement

5,000

5,000

0

Subtotal Trans from Capital Reserves

88,850

61,800

(27,050)

Open Space Other

7,500

14,000

6,500

1,517,261

1,512,757

(4,504)

Grand Total Resources:
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Fiscal Year 2016 Budget
CROSSPOINTE SWIM & RACQUET, INC
FY 2016 APPROVED BUDGET
Line Item Detail

Approved

Approved

+/-

2015 Budget

2016 Budget

Chgs

Community Clean Up Fund

1,000

1,000

0

Open Space Encroachment/Enforcement

2,000

2,000

0

Trail Maint.

5,000

2,500

(2,500)

10,000

10,000

0

259,000

261,000

2,000

Erosion Control
Total Open Space

Tennis
Tennis Court Repair/Main Expense
Tennis Activities (Social)
Total Tennis

Approved

Approved

+/-

2015 Budget

2016 Budget

Chgs

1,383,711

1,403,007

19,296

Operating Reserves

0

0

0

Risk Reserve, Fencing

0

0

0

Capital Improvement Fund

0

0

0

Other Reserves (Legal)

0

0

0

Total Contrib to Operating Reserves

0

0

0

Oper Res Interest

0

0

0

Total CY Income Interest

0

0

0

Line Item Detail

9,000

9,000

0

0

0

0

9,000

9,000

0

Subtotal CY Operating Expenses including
R&R Contribution

Operating Reserves Contribution

CY Income Interest Contribution
Pool Operations
Pool Management

160,300

158,000

(2,300)

3,310

3,400

90

500

500

0

Capital Improvements

Pool Repairs & Maintenance

20,000

20,000

0

Capital Improvements, OSC

24,000

24,000

0

Pool Chemicals

12,600

12,600

0

Capital Improvements - Pond/Trail

13,000

19,300

6,300

Pool Furniture

7,500

5,000

(2,500)

0

0

0

Pool Activities

0

0

0

7,700

4,650

(3,050)

1,200

1,400

200

0

0

0

205,410

200,900

(4,510)

44,700

47,950

3,250

Electricity

27,000

25,000

(2,000)

Water & Sewer

13,500

10,000

(3,500)

6,500

6,500

0

47,000

41,500

(5,500)

Pool Management, Contract Sep

Life Guard Bonus

Pool ID System
Total Pool Expense

Utilities

Telephone
Total Utility Expense

Capital Improvements - Tennis
Capital Improvements - Pool
Capital Improvement - Entrance Landscaping
Total Cap Improve Res
Operating Expense - Other

0

0

0

Total Cap Improvements

44,700

47,950

3,250

1,428,411

1,450,957

22,546

10,000

10,000

0

Total CY Operating Expenses:

Cap Replace Res Interest Contribution
Cap Res Int Contrib

Community Programs
Newsletter Expense

35,000

35,000

0

Children’s Activities

1,500

1,500

0

Social/Recreation Programs

2,500

4,200

1,700

Web Site

3,900

3,900

0

BoT-B&FC Vol Party

1,500

1,500

0

Community Patrols
Neighborhood Watch

19,000

19,000

0

0

0

0

63,400

65,100

1,700

1,226,201

1,245,497

19,296

Capital Reserves

157,510

157,510

0

Total Contrib to Cap/Replac Reserves

157,510

157,510

0

Total Comm Program Expense

Subtotal CY Operating Exp

Capital Replace Reserves Contribution

Crosspointe Chronicle

Capital Replacement
Capital Reserves: OSC

30,000

5,000

(25,000)

Capital Reserves: Pool

1,850

22,300

20,450

47,000

24,500

(22,500)

0

0

0

Total Cap Replace Res

78,850

51,800

(27,050)

Total Capital Reserves

88,850

61,800

(27,050)

1,517,261

1,512,757

(4,504)

0

0

0

Captial Reserves - Management
Capital Reserves - Tennis

Grand Total Expenses:
Net Income or Loss:
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Board
Notes
T

Bruce Evjen, Trustee
he October 14, 2015 Board of
Trustees (BOT) meeting was
held with the following Trustees present: Howard Kaufer, President;
Brian Riley, Treasurer; John Cewe,
Trustee; Pat Ciarlo, Trustee; Larry
Rice, Trustee; Bruce Evjen, Trustee;
and Ed Mills, Trustee. Heather
McDevitt, Crosspointe Community
Manager, was also in attendance.

Crystal Aquatics
Ms. Casey Ford, Crystal Aquatics,
addressed the BOT regarding the incident that occurred at the Crosspointe
Oak Chase Pool on September 3, 2015
in which a guest at the pool was injured. Ms. Casey described the actions
taken by the Crystal Aquatics staff at
the time, and the measures she has
subsequently taken to address the issue with the staff at both Crosspointe
pools. Although the guest suffered no
permanent injury, the BOT and Ms.
Ford discussed measures that could be
taken next pool season to reduce the
probability of a similar incident occurring again.
The BOT requested Crystal Aquatics work with the Pool Committee on
any such measures and/or Crosspointe
pool rule changes. The Trustees also
requested both Crystal Aquatics and
the Pool Committee have a follow up
discussion with the Trustees on this
matter next spring, prior to the start of
the 2016 pool season. The BOT is also
awaiting more information from the
Pool Committee on this matter.
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Board Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the September 9, 2015
BOT meeting were reviewed and minor changes were made. The minutes
were accepted as amended.

Financial Statements
The Association’s financial statement
for the period August 1–31, 2015 was
not available for review. Both August
and September statements will be reviewed at next month’s BOT meeting.

Committee Reports
The Trustees reviewed and accepted
the minutes from the August and
September, 2015 Architectural Review
Board and Open Space Committee
meetings.

Unfinished Business
Crosspointe Pool Management
Contract
The BOT reviewed three proposals for
the management of the Crosspointe
community pools starting January 1,
2016. After discussion, the Trustees
voted to accept the Pool Committee’s
recommendation and award Crystal
Aquatics the Crosspointe Pool Management Contract for the 2016 Base
Year and four option years. Crystal
Aquatics is the incumbent management company.

New Business
Crosspointe Grounds Maintenance
Contract
The BOT reviewed five proposals for
the maintenance of the Crosspointe
common areas and open space. The
subcommittee presented a summary
of the proposals and its recommendation. After discussion, the Trustees
concurred with the subcommittee’s
recommendation and voted to accept
Professional Grounds’ proposal for

www.crosspointe.info

the 2016 Base Year and four option
years. Pro Grounds is the incumbent
grounds maintenance company.

Crosspointe Trash Disposal and
Recycling Contract
The BOT reviewed three proposals for
the collection of trash, recyclables, and
yard debris from Crosspointe community homes starting January 1, 2016.
After discussion, the Trustees voted to
accept Republic Services’ proposal for
the 2016 Base Year and four option
years. Republic Services is the company which manages the current Trash
Disposal and Recycling Contract.

Excess Income Resolution
At the suggestion of the accounting firm responsible for completing
Crosspointe taxes for the year ending
December 31, 2015, the BOT reviewed, and subsequently approved, a
draft policy resolution, which provides
that the Association will apply all or
part of the excess assessment income
to the following year’s assessments, per
the BOT’s direction.

National Cooperative Bank, N.A.
The Crosspointe Community Manager briefed the Trustees on FirstService
Residential’s selection of National Cooperative Bank, N.A. as the institution
now responsible for the management
of their clients’ operating accounts. A
memo from the FirstService Residential’s president highlighted the benefits
that the change will bring. The transition commenced September 15, 2015
and will be transparent to Crosspointe
homeowners.

Community Center Painting
The BOT reviewed two proposals
for minor repairs to and painting of
the Crosspointe Community Center
interior. After discussion, the Trustees
voted to accept the TYL proposal.
TYL is the same contractor that
Crosspointe Chronicle

completed the bathroom and kitchen
remodeling last year.

Executive Session
The BOT entered into Executive
Session twice during the evening to
discuss legal matters with association
attorneys, and review ARB violations and homeowner requests. After
coming out of Executive Session, the
Trustees approved the strategy recom-

mended by counsel regarding a legal
matter before the BOT, and deferred
taking action on ARB violations until
next month to allow additional time
for the homeowners to correct the violations resulting from the Crosspointe
annual inspection. The Trustees also
voted to approve a home owner’s
request regarding the payment of late
fees.
The meeting was then adjourned.

r 2015

Novembe

Howard Kaufer, President, BOT

T

he Board of Trustees (BOT)
president called the November
2015 meeting of the BOT to
order at 7:00 p.m. All Trustees were
in attendance. Other attendees included the chairperson of the Open
Space Committee (OSC), the Social
Committee, and the Communications
Committee.

Meeting Minutes & Financials
The Trustees edited and approved the
BOT minutes for the October 2015
meeting. The BOT reviewed the draft
minutes from the most recent OSC
meeting, and accepted the August and
September 2015 financial statements
following a report from the treasurer.

Assisted Living Facility Proposal
Artis Senior Living has a proposal
pending with Fairfax County to build
an assisted living facility on Route
123, on a parcel of land between New
Hope Church and the Shoppes at
Lorton Valley (Giant Food shopping
center). This is the same parcel that
Sunrise proposed to use for such a
facility in 2007. The current proposal
Crosspointe Chronicle

will require the county to approve a
Special Exception Application (SEA).
Artis representatives have provided us
with a copy of the SEA. We plan to
work closely with Artis and the nearby
homeowners to ensure that the facility
has no negative impact on Crosspointe.

Social Committee
The BOT received an update from the
Social Committee on compliance with
county and state requirements when
food trucks attend Crosspointe events.
Based on this update, we anticipate
having food trucks attend Crosspointe
events in 2016, a popular feature from
this past season.

Communications Committee
We had a lengthy discussion regarding a plan to update Communications
Committee guidelines. New guidelines
are needed in order to integrate all of
Crosspointe’s methods for communicating with homeowners, including
social media, e-mail, the website (www.
crosspointe.info), and the Chronicle.
The guidelines will be the subject of
additional discussion at the December

Your 2015
HOA Assessments
As a member of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association, you should receive
a bill (statement) for the quarterly
assessment about two weeks before the
due date, unless you are enrolled in the
Automated Payment Program.
Quarterly assessments are $225 per
quarter, exclusive of pipestem assessments, and are due on January 1, April
1, July 1, and October 1 (these due dates
never change).
The Board of Trustees encourages owners
to utilize the Automated Payment Program offered by FirstService Residential.
Owners may also use the PayLease
service (www.paylease.com) to make
payments.
If using the statement you MUST send
your payment to:
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
c/o FirstService Residential
P.O. Box 11983
Newark, NJ 07101-4983
Do not mail the payment to the community manager or leave it in the community center dropbox.
A late fee of $25 is charged for payments
more than 30 days past due. Should payment not be received within 45 days of
the due date, additional collection fees
will be assessed to the owner’s account.
Also, privileges to use the pool or any
other Crosspointe recreational facility
may be suspended if your assessments
are not paid.
Remember—you are responsible for
paying your quarterly assessment by its
due date even if you do not receive the
bill.

continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

Board meeting when the website contractor will attend and
provide additional communication suggestions.

FSR Connect
FSR Connect is the management company’s proprietary
information system. FirstService will provide a demonstration of the system’s current capabilities at an upcoming
BOT meeting.

2016 Budget & Election Chair
The BOT unanimously approved the 2016 Crosspointe
budget. The budget retains the current dues while funding
priority spending. The BOT also unanimously approved the
maximum assessment resolution. Looking forward to the
2016 annual meeting and election, the Trustees appointed
an Election Committee Chairman and began looking at
tentative dates for the meeting in March 2016.

Trail work
The BOT voted to accept two contract proposals for trail
work. The first proposal is part of an effort to complete a
trail around Heron Pond. Part of the path will be asphalt,
part recycled concrete, and part a cleared natural section.
Because the proposal does not complete the trail, and there
is no certainty that such a trail can be completed, the vote
to approve was 5–4. The second proposal, approved unanimously, will repair an area damaged following drainage
work behind Argent Circle.

The Board of Trustees and the Management Team
would like to thank all Crosspointe residents
who continue to maintain their property and
homes year after year to the excellent standards
Crosspointe sets.
We would also like to thank those who may have
received maintenance letters this year and have
already completed the required repairs or are in the
process of making the repairs.
Maintaining a home can be expensive and time
consuming, but the process is part of being a
homeowner and living in a beautiful community
that has high maintenance standards, standards
that protect the homeowner’s investment
and increase property values.
We appreciate all of your hard work,
Crosspointe.

Thank you!

Management update
Management provided its monthly update on the status of
contract performance, and management tasks during the
last month, including the status of the annual ARB inspection program.

Executive Session
The BOT entered into executive session to discuss individual homeowner accounts and ARB matters. Following this
discussion, the Board went back into open session and voted
unanimously to suspend privileges for certain homeowners
with ongoing ARB violations, effective at the start of the
2016 pool season. The Board directed management to work
with the Association’s law firm to pursue foreclosure on a
home with a debt to Crosspointe.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
10
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Single Stream Recycling Collection:
Republic Services will collect mixed paper, food/
beverage glass and plastic bottles, food/beverage aluminum & tin, corrugated cardboard & fiber-board; all recyclables can be placed together.

RECYCLING YES:
·· Food & Beverage “SMALL NECKED” Plastic Bottles
·· “WIDE NECKED” tubs: yogurt, dairy containers
·· #1 Plastic bottle (Water and soda)
·· #2 Plastic containers (Milk and detergent)
·· #3 –7 Plastic containers (Yogurt and margarine)
·· Food & Beverage Tin & Aluminum Cans
·· Mixed Paper: Junk Mail, Newspaper, Magazines,
·· Cereal Boxes, Flattened Cardboard
·· Food & Beverage Glass Bottles and Jars
·· Cardstock, File Folder, Envelope, Office Paper,
·· Computer Paper & Printouts, Post it Notes, etc.
·· Pizza Box – With NO contamination of Food Waste
·· Books (hardbacks, paperbacks, textbooks, tele		
phone)

RECYCLING NO:

the individual homeowner. Please call Customer
Service at 703.818.8222 to schedule a pickup.

Yard Waste Collection:
(March 1- December 24th)
Yard Waste is considered a by-product of
regular yard maintenance and not the debris
as a result of landscaping renovation. During
yard waste season, ALL HOMES in Fairfax and
Loudoun County will have a weekly scheduled pick up day of the yard waste. Recycling
of yard debris ismandatory from March 1
through December 24. In January and February and for Prince William County please
place yard debris out with your household
trash. Composting, chipping, and mulching
are great ways to recycle your yard waste.
All yard debris to be collected must be prepared
accordingly and placed at the curb for collection:

·· Glass recyclables not acceptable are windows,
drinking glasses, cups, plates, cookware, mirror,

·· Brush and limbs must be cut into 4-foot lengths

·· Metal recyclables not acceptable are pots, pans, foil,

·· Grass clippings, leaves, and twig can be placed in a

light bulbs, broken glass.
pie tins, scrap metal.

·· Styrofoam containers
·· Not Acceptable is any recyclable that is contaminated with food

·· Plastic film such as Grocery Bags and Dry Cleaning
Bags are not recyclable within this program and
considered a contaminant.

Pre-scheduled Bulk Pickup
Republic Services will collect furniture and
other large, non-metal, non-commercial
household items placed on the curb at no
extra charge. Bulk item Pickup should be
prescheduled for the 2nd trash pickup day.
Containers or bundles weighing more than
50 pounds, or longer than 4 feet in length,
commercial construction trash/renovation
debris (any items resulting from renovations
in home) must be pre-scheduled for removal.
Ferrous metal/white good items, such as appliances, will be picked up with additional billing to

Crosspointe Chronicle

and bundled (arm-full size) with rope or twine and
should not exceed 50 pounds.
container you provide, paper bags, or clear plastic
bags. Yard waste placed in dark bags NOT marked
with an “X” will not be collected.

·· Tree stumps and tree limbs that are larger the 6
inches in diameter and 4 feet in length will not be
collected.

Excluded Waste
Rocks, concrete, dirt, mulch, tires, soil, sod, tree
stumps, paint, motor oil, combustibles, toxic
or hazardous wastes, or any other material
excluded from the disposal site, or any applicable state or federal law, as being hazardous or toxic. As well as flammable products,
dead animals, fecal matter, manure, brick,
landscaping timbers, friable asbestos, lead
acid/wet cell batteries, bio-hazardous material, needles, and other medical waste.

Republic Services * 4619 West Ox Road,
Fairfax, VA 22030 * 703.818.8222

www.crosspointe.info

The ARB application
and approval process
Homeowners are reminded that all ARB
(Architectural Review Board) applications are
due by the close of business on the Monday
prior to the ARB meeting. Any application
submitted after that date will be considered a
post deadline application, which may or may
not be looked at by the ARB at their meeting.
If the ARB does not review a post deadline
application at their meeting, the application
will be placed on the agenda for the next
scheduled ARB meeting. Additionally, all
incomplete ARB applications will be returned
to the homeowner for additional information. Once the application is complete, it
will be placed on the agenda at the next
scheduled ARB meeting.
After an application has been approved,
an inspection will be performed 120 days
after approval, or sooner if the homeowner
notifies the office that the project has been
completed. The inspection is conducted to
verify the project was completed in accordance with the approved application.
If the project was not completed, a new
application must be submitted and ARB
approval obtained. If the project was not
completed in accordance with the ARB approval, the homeowner will be notified and
the issue(s) will need to be resolved.
As always, homeowners who have an application on the agenda for review are highly
encouraged to attend the ARB meeting to
answer any questions the ARB might have
regarding the application.
If you have any questions, please contact the
community center office at 703.690.2321.
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VDOT responsible
for snow removal of
community streets

he Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT)
is responsible for removing
snow and ice from the
thousands of miles of public roads
(interstate, primary, and secondary) in
Fairfax County, including Crosspointe
streets. Below are some common
questions asked every year regarding
the snow removal of Crosspointe
streets to include some helpful links
for residents, provided by VDOT.

How soon will all roads be passable
after a winter storm?
VDOT’s goal is to make all roads
passable within 48 hours after a winter
storm ends. Our snow-removal crews
work around the clock until conditions
are safe for travel.
At night, hills and trouble spots are
covered with abrasives, such as sand,
cinders or fine stone. Beginning
around 4 a.m., crews prepare the roads
for rush-hour traffic.

How does VDOT decide what roads
to clear first?
Common sense dictates that roads
carrying the most traffic get top priority. VDOT clears interstates and most
primary roads first. It also plows major

12
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secondary roads with vital emergency
and public facilities or those with high
traffic volumes.
Other secondary roads and subdivision streets will be treated if multiday
storms hit Virginia, but crews will
focus their efforts on those roads that
carry the most traffic.

Why do plows block my driveway
with snow when they clear the
road?
To make as many roads passable as
quickly as possible, there is no way
to avoid this practice. We are sorry
for this inconvenience.VDOT plow
operators push snow off the roadway
in smooth, continuous passes. It ends
up in gutters and on road shoulders,
sometimes blocking driveways.
To avoid doing double work, shovel
snow from your driveway after a plow
has been by. Shovel it to the right of
your driveway as you face the road.

Every year the street next to mine
gets plowed, and my street is
passed by until much later. Why?
Many subdivisions have more than
one snowplow assigned to clear their
streets. If the plow you see doesn’t get
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to your street, it means another one
has been assigned to your part of the
neighborhood and will be along soon.
VDOT created a “snowplow tracker”
so you can find out where plows
have been and where they’re going in
Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William
counties.
The innovative Web tool, found at
http://novasnowplowing.virginia.gov/pages/MapStreet.aspx, activates after it has
snowed two inches or more in these
Northern Virginia counties.

Information for drivers and
residents
 See the status of plowing in northern Virginia neighborhoods:
www.vdotplows.org
 Follow @vadotnova on Twitter, and
for real-time traffic updates, follow
@511northernva, use the 511app or
visit www.511virginia.org
 Report unplowed roads, hazardous conditions to novainfo@vdot.
virginia.gov or 800.367.7623
 Get general snow removal information: http://www.virginiadot.org/travel/
snow.asp
 Follow VDOT at
www.facebook.com/VirginiaDOT,
on Twitter @VDOT, and visit
www.VirginiaDOT.org
The Crosspointe Chronicle is on the website
www.crosspointe.info
and copies are available at the
community center.
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Neighborhood Watch
CROSSPOINTE UPDATE

Watching our Neighborhood

A

Gary Saturen, Neighborhood Watch Chairman

s this column is being
written, it’s the middle of
November. The Thanksgiving holiday is less than two
weeks away, and there’s a definite chill
in the morning air as we make a transition to more winter-like weather.
Halloween passed without major incident, and shortly we’ll have our college
students home with us for the winter
holiday period. I need to point out
that even in the cooler weather, certain
kinds of incidents continue to occur;
thus we need to not become lax in taking preventative measures which keep
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our families and our property healthy
and safe.
 Our Board of Trustees continues to
employ off-duty police to perform
nightly patrols of the community;
in fact, the number of those patrols has been increasing each year
because the program has been so
effective.
 Our vehicles and our garages
continue to be susceptible to illegal entry and theft, particularly
when left unsecured. In fact, there
were a couple of these incidents
in Crosspointe last month. This is
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not just a Crosspointe problem; it’s
occurring all over Fairfax County,
just as it has for years. In addition
to leaving vehicles unlocked and
leaving garage doors open, the other
factor which contributes to these
losses is leaving tempting items
(like computers and/or GPSs) visible to those who pass by.
 Losses in the category of mail theft
are another recurring problem that
continues throughout the fall and
winter. For outgoing mail, it’s not
that far out of the way to use the
continued on page 14
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Neighborhood Watch
phone. You cannot reserve or schedule
pickups in advance under the SoberRide program.

Continued from page 13

mail drop our BOT arranged to be
placed outside the CVS on Silverbrook Road. We also need to make
efforts to minimize the incoming
mail left in our home mailboxes.
Arranging for parcels to be left at
the post office, or picked up by a
neighbor, when we can’t do that
ourselves is a good place to start.
··Let’s remember to keep our eyes
and ears vigilant to suspicious
sounds or sights in the neighborhood, and to be aggressive about
calling the police immediately to
have them come and check out
anything suspicious.
··Turn on your outside lights at dusk.
You can even affix light sensors
to them quite easily and inexpensively so that this process becomes
“automatic.” The same thing can be
done with inside lights in or nearby
your windows. Light is one of the
most effective methods to discourage illegal activity in or around your
homes.

The Winter Holidays are Ahead
As we look forward to the winter holiday period, one of the realities we face
is that these are periods where celebra-

Please remember that USPS
has installed a mail collection
box at the nearby CVS on
Silverbrook Road.
We encourage
residents to
make use of this
box as it is a
great way to prevent theft of your
outgoing mail.

14
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Checkpointe Strikeforce

tions frequently involve consumption
of alcohol and when driving “under
the influence” is a major problem.
While statistics since 2008 reflect a
decrease in the DUI rate due in part
to increased enforcement as well as to
initiatives by nonprofit organizations
to discourage driving by individuals
who have consumed too much alcohol,
the number of accidents where alcohol
is subsequently determined to have
been a factor continues to be way too
high.
There are programs of which you should
be aware as we approach the holiday
season:

Soberride
SoberRide, provides a safe way home
for impaired drivers in the greater
D.C.area, by offering a free ride home,
up to a $30 fare. (Riders are financially
responsible for fare costs beyond the
first $30.) Users must be age 21 or
older to take advantage of this service,
which operates during the December/
January holiday season, and covers
residents of Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties in Maryland, the
District of Columbia, and Arlington,
Fairfax, Prince William and Eastern
Loudoun Counties as well as the cities
of Alexandria, Falls Church, Manassas,
and Manassas Park in Virginia.
To take advantage of this service , users must call 1.800.200.TAXI (8294),
or #8294 if you have an AT&T cell
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On the enforcement side, the second
major initiative in our metro area is
called Checkpoint Strikeforce. If you
listen to the radio or watch television you’ll have heard the Strikeforce
motto: “DRUNK DRIVING. OVER THE

LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.”

Checkpoint Strikeforce is a multi-state,

zero-tolerance initiative designed to
get impaired drivers off the roads using checkpoints and saturation patrols
when and where drunk driving is most
likely to occur, along with a concurrent
effort to educate the public about the
dangers and consequences of drunk
driving.
The premise behind this program is
simple. There will be sobriety checkpoints every week, everywhere, in each
participating state; so, you never know
when or where you may encounter one.
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
the District of Columbia, Virginia,
West Virginia and North Carolina are
all participants, with additional states
joining every year.

DUI Penalties
Over several
recent years
state legislatures have
been reexamining their
laws covering
penalties for DUI and related offenses.
In Virginia, for example, currently:
 A first offense of DUI – blood alcohol content (BAC) over the limit
of .08, can result in a fine between
$250 and $2500, up to a year in jail
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and/or your license revoked for a year.
 Higher penalties for a first offense apply if BAC is
higher, e.g., if BAC is between .15 and .20 you will be
sentenced to a mandatory minimum of 5 days in jail.
 If you refuse to take a BAC test and are subsequently
found to have a BAC over the legal limit of .08, you will
automatically lose your license.
 For subsequent offenses, fines increase and periods of
incarceration also increase.

Yard Debris
The last day for Monday yard debris pickup
will be
Monday, December 28.
After this date, all yard debris should be placed
out for pickup on Tuesdays and/or Fridays until
yard debris pickup resumes on March 7, 2016.

 For example, a third offense may result in the forfeiture
of your vehicle! This is a felony, for which you may also
be sentenced to as much as 5 years in jail.

Please be neighborly and do not
blow leaves into the street and/or
storm drain.

Simply stated, DUI isn’t worth the cost of being caught,
not to mention the risk that you, and someone you hit
might wind up losing a limb or even a life. If you’re going
to drink, have a designated driver who stays away from
alcohol for the evening, or take advantage of the SoberRide
program.

Please bag the leaves and put them
out on the curb on Mondays (yard
debris pickup day)

Republic Services of Northern Virginia

Holiday Schedule
No service on Christmas—December 25, 2015
DOES NOT AFFECT CROSSPOINTE
Residential service will resume on your
next regularly scheduled day for the
twice per week trash customers,
TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS.

G ary

Please note:
Christmas Tree removal will take place
the first two weeks of January on your regularly
scheduled yard waste pick-up day (MONDAY).
Place your tree at the curb.
Please make sure trees have all tinsel,
ornaments, and lights removed.

Crosspointe Chronicle
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rosspointe’s 2015 Halloween
Bash was held on Sunday,
October 18th at the Crosspointe
Community Center. Complete
with a costume contest, games,
food, prizes, and trick or treating
on a haunted trail, the day was
tons of fun for the little ones.

Once again hosted by Girl Scout Troop
1048, the event began with games, prizes,
and refreshments in the community center.
Guests enjoyed playing Get the Ghost, Candy
Corn Bowling, Floating Pumpkins, Witchy Hat
Trick, Halloween Drop the Disk, Spooky Can
Toss, and Pumpkin Bean Bag Toss. Kids also
filled goodie bags with plenty of treats on
the Haunted Trail where pirates, bats, ghosts,
zombies, spiders, and ghouls were there to
greet them.
16
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The 2015

Crosspointe

Halloween

Bash

was
“the day
fun
tons of
for the
s! ”
little one

The costume contest was held in the
cul-de-sac at 3:45 p.m. with more than 60
kids competing for the twelve available
prizes in three age groups.

Caroline Apergis, dressed as a nerdy vampire, won funniest costume, and Madison
Donahue, dressed as a peacock, took home

In the 4 and under age group, Minnie
Mouse Ashleigh Haskins won for cutest
costume. Bo Storer, a spooky pirate,
won scariest costume. Opal Falkofske,
who was dressed as a chicken, won
funniest costume, and the most original
costume went to Ellis Falkofske who
was Marshall from the television show
Paw Patrol.

In the 9+ age group, prizes were awarded
to Greek goddess Elana Winston (cutest),
mummy Drea Barmonde (scariest), dead
prom queen Abigail Merck (funniest), and
black and white bug Meklit Samuel (most
original).

In the 5-8 age group, Hailey Donahue,
dressed as a Candy Fairy, took home
the cutest costume prize. The scariest
costume winner was ghost Emily Tan.
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most original outfit.

ran registration and game stations, judged the
costume contest, and helped tidy up afterward.

Special thanks to all the Girl Scout volunteers! We hope to see everyone next year.
Liz Merck, Halloween Bash Organizer,
GS Troop 1048

Each costume contest winner was provided
with a Beanie Boo of their choice and a
medal.
This event could not have happened
without the many volunteers who set up
and staffed the haunted trail, donated food,
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Tennis Committee

Talkin’

Tennis
Kevin Garrahan, Chairman,
Tennis Committee

Winterizing the Tennis Courts
With winter approaching, wind
screens on the tennis courts have been
rolled up to protect them from shredding and other damage from strong
winds. The wind screens will remain
rolled up until late April or early May.

Tennis Tip of the Month
Looking for a gift for your favorite
tennis player? Here are a few suggestions. For stocking stuffers, consider a
package of over-grips. You can buy a
package of three for only about $10.
Bright white is most popular, but
many pro players are now also going
with bright neon colors. Most of the
brands are very similar, but I would
suggest selecting one that is tacky
(sticky) because it will allow for a
better grip when it is extremely hot or
cold.
Buying a tennis racquet is a bigger
investment, but you don’t really need
to spend a lot of money to get a great
one. Just look for a model that’s several
years old. Racquet technology has not
changed much in the past 10 years –
the main changes in the new models
each year have been mostly cosmetic.
In fact, many of the pros still play with
older models painted to look like the
most recent models. You can buy a
nice racquet from one of the major
manufacturers (Babolat, Head, Prince,
Wilson) for under $100 (compared to
over $300 for the latest models). My
favorite store is HolabirdSports.com.
Because it is located in Baltimore,
you often receive your equipment
Crosspointe Chronicle

the next day. Most teenagers and
women should order a grip size of
4-3/8. Most men should order a grip
of 4-1/2. Young children (ages 4-10)
should play with a special youth size
racquet that is several inches shorter
than the standard 28 inch length.
Many of the bargain racquets come
already pre-strung which is fine. If you

need to order custom strings, there
are dozens of options. But I would
recommend that you simply request a
basic synthetic gut, 17 gauge thickness,
strung at the mid-range of the
manufacturer’s recommendation.

Continuing from last month,
here are two more lessons
learned from watching the
pros play at the Citi Open
tournament.
Lesson #3: (below)
Lean into your groundstrokes. Note how Grigor
Dimitrov is leaning forward as he prepares to
smash a one-handed backhand. Also note that
in the photo of his follow through, most of his
weight is supported by his front leg.

Lesson #4: (at right)
Be sure to follow through on your ground
strokes. Look at how far Grigor Dimitrov’s
racquet has traveled on his follow through. It
travels so far because of his rapid acceleration
as he hits through the ball.
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Civic Association Report

What’s

A summary of events which affect the Crosspointe
area, including what transpires at the South
County Federation (SCF) and the Fairfax Federation,
both neighboring organizations comprised of
homeowners and civic associations.

station with a new animal shelter and
animal control officers for our area. Supervisor Hyland, who is retiring soon,
congratulated all the political candidates for their interest and willingness
to serve our community.

Gas Station Expansion

October & November SCF Meetings
t Political debate dominates October meeting
Cathy Bonnefil, SCF Rep

Supervisor Hyland

October’s South County Federation
(SCF) meeting was the scene of a
lively political debate between candidates for several County and State
offices. Many, many questions had
been submitted in advance for the
candidates, and the debate consumed
2 hours.

Supervisor Gerry Hyland was in attendance and strongly urged everyone
to vote on November 3, and to support
the Public Safety Bond Referendum,
which will allow the county to borrow
up to $151 million to fund five police
facilities and five fire stations, including one much-needed new police

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Because of the debate, the SCF
President, Nick Firth, tabled most of
the regular SCF agenda items, except
for a Motion and vote in support of
7-Eleven’s Special Exception Application (SEA) to expand their gas station
located at 9402 Richmond Highway,
near Armistead Rd. Martin Rizer, the
Land Use Chair, stated that his committee advised 7-Eleven to address a
couple of issues (i.e. fixing a sign violation, repaving and generally cleaning
up to improve the site). County Staff
continued on page 22
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Civic Association Report
continued from page 21

needs to reconsider the ingress/egress
plan. A Motion was made and seconded to not oppose this application.
Motion passed unanimously.

Political Debate
George Barker’s opponent for the 39th
District Senate Seat did not attend our
debate. Registered candidates participating were:
·· Dan Storck/Jane Gandee

Mt. Vernon District Supervisor
·· Dave Albo/Joanna Garcia

42nd State District Delegate Seat
·· George Barker

39th State Senate Seat
·· Jerry Foreman/ Scott Surovell

36th State Senate Seat

22
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·· Karen Corbett-Sanders/Anthony Stacy

Mt. Vernon School Board
·· Elizabeth L. Schultz

Unopposed for Springfield School Board
Questions submitted and answered
ranged from transportation /traffic,
school budget /school competitiveness,
guns /violence, and the Lorton landfill.
Googling any of the names above will
get you to their websites.

Schools affect more than the
children!
Many Crosspointe residents (including this writer) do not have children
in the public school system; so voting
for members of the Fairfax County
School Board (FCSB) on Nov 3 may
not seem important or even interesting. But consider these facts provided
by school board candidates:
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 The FCSB spends 53% of the county’s annual budget, your personal
property taxes, in addition to your
tax dollars.
 The FCSB governs the nation’s
10th largest school system, with a
$2.7 Billion operating budget.
 The quality of life (e.g. home values,
jobs, ability to retire-in–place) that
we in Crosspointe like to tout is
heavily influenced by the quality of
the school system. The School Board
membership is critical to all this.
The bottom line to all this is: Hope
you got out to Vote on November 3.
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Civic Association Report
t A few items from the

November meeting may be
of interest to Crosspointe
residents

New Police Station and Animal
Shelter
During the recent election, a $30
million bond referendum was passed
which authorized funding for an additional police station, and will allow
the department to organize smaller patrol areas and decrease response times
throughout the county. The station also
will be home to a new animal shelter
and animal control officers. Planning for these facilities and staffing
is beginning. Nick Firth, President of
the SCF, solicits your ideas and suggestions. Write to Nick at president@
southcountyfederation.org.
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Silverbrook Road Walkway / Trail
The Fairfax County Department of
Transportation (FCDOT) is considering improvement of a trail paralleling
Silverbrook Road between Hooes
Road and Monacan Road.
The current FCDOT plan (to construct a sidewalk on Silverbrook Road
from Southrun Road to Monacan
Road.) is being re-considered because
many feel that this construction will
likely be overtaken by the future expansion of Silverbrook Road.
A survey will be conducted to determine the best course of action.

Newington Road residents say “No
Thanks” to road improvements.
Much of this residential connector
road between Telegraph Road and

www.crosspointe.info

Loisdale Road is frequently used by
cut-through industrial traffic (to avoid
slow traffic on the Fairfax County
Parkway) in order to access the I-95
Corridor industrial area. So, when
Newington residents learned of Fairfax County plans to improve the road,
fears mounted immediately; not only
that this undesired industrial traffic
would increase, but also that decreased
property values, increased noise and
air pollution, and other negative impacts would ensue.
Cynthia Smith, President of the Newington Civic Association, presented
all this to the SCF; following which
the Federation voted unanimously in
support of a Resolution to amend the
County’s Comprehensive Plan so as to
prevent widening or improvement of
Newington Road between Telegraph
Road and Cinder Bed Road.
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Social Committee
The Monthly Social
will not be held in November or December
due to the holidays
but will start again in 2016.

Outdoor Movie
at Crosspointe

“Connecting Neighbors” “Having Fun”

Board Gamers Gather

C

rosspointe’s 1st Outdoor Movie was held the
evening of Friday, October 30 for the enjoyment
of over 100 attendees. The movie shown was
the beloved classic E.T.- the Extra Terrestrial.
The crisp fall weather, blankets and flashlights were a bonus
under the star-filled night.
Many in the crowd shared how much they enjoyed the
movie and evening. The crowd was a mix ranging from
families with elementary age children to baby-boomers.
The Social Committee thanks our Board of Trustees (BOT)
liaison, Pat Ciarlo, and BOT member Larry Rice for the
many ways they made the evening a success!
Additional volunteers—based on your interests and time
availably—are always welcome!

Crosspointe residents enjoying a game of Slide 5 at the
HOA’s 1st game night. From left to right: Nannette and Brian
Henderson, Catherine Gillespie, and Rachel Schwartz

Crosspointe started a Board Game club in November and
held game nights on November 1 and November 29. Eight
residents attended the first night. (This article went to
press before the 2nd game session).
The attendees had fun playing a variety of Euro-Style board
games and look forward to future gaming in 2016.
Mark your calendars for next year’s game dates! All sessions
are held in the Crosspointe Community Center on Sunday
evenings from 6–9 p.m.
Next year’s scheduled gaming dates: Jan 3, Feb 21, Mar 20,
Apr 17, May 15.

Movie Night fun!
At left are Ben Brady, Brendan Brady, Kieran Brady, Finn
Johns, Teagan Johns, Ethan Johns, Jackie White, and Issac
& Noah
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The Crosspointe Gardener

Gifts for the Gardener
Ellen Peterson MLD, Master Gardener
and Horticulturist
he holidays are here and you
may be struggling to find the
perfect gift for the gardener in
your life. Here are a few suggestions to
consider now or at any time during the
year:

or elbow-length gloves that provide
maximum protection when dealing
with thorny shrubs such as roses.

2. Garden Gloves

4. Garden Weed Hoe

T

3. Pruners

Good pruners are essential tools for
gardeners, and as with gloves, a gardener likes having multiple pairs for
different tasks. Pruners come in a wide
1. Hori-hori Garden Knife
range of prices, but don’t skimp here.
This tool is one of my favorites because Less expensive pruners will probably
lose their edge and alignment within
it’s so versatile. It digs, plants, weeds,
cuts, saws, and even measures, all in one a short time, making them more likely
to damage plants. Gardeners prefer
tool! The stainless steel blade is about
to use bypass pruners to give a good
seven inches long and slightly curved,
clean cut versus anvil pruners, which
sharp on one side and serrated on the
tend to pinch plant stems.
other.

Selling?

I go through several pairs of garden
gloves every year. They get wet, get lost,
and develop holes. I can guarantee your
gardener would welcome another pair
as well. Prices of gloves vary widely,
depending on how they’re made. The
most economical are made of cotton;
however, the most popular gloves have
been dipped in nitrile, a latex-type
material offering additional protection without bulk. They work well for
pulling even small weeds. Lambskin
or deerskin gloves are pricier but offer
more protection as well as flexibility for
working comfortably. You can get short
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While weeding can be very zen and
meditative, it can also be a time consuming task that gardeners would, at
times, prefer not to do. A weed hoe
is a great tool to make this job easier.
The hoe has a razor-sharp edge that
will cut tops off weeds when it skims
the surface of the soil. Repeatedly
cutting the tops removes a weed’s food
source and will eventually kill the
plant.
The weed hoe can save a gardener
many hours of difficult kneeling or
bending. Again, buy the best quality
hoe you can afford—one with a dull

You’ll need to obtain a disclosure packet
The Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act (POAA) requires property
owners who live in a community association and are selling their home
to obtain an association disclosure packet and to provide it to the new
purchaser. If you are preparing to sell your
home, you may obtain this disclosure packet
by going online at
www.fsresidential.com.
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blade or uncomfortable handle will be
frustrating to use.

5. Garden kneelers and garden
benches
Gardeners spend a lot of time on
their knees, pulling weeds and planting bulbs, annuals and perennials. A
garden kneeler is a soft foam pad that
can relieve pressure on the knees and
make jobs easier. As an alternative,
garden benches or seats are useful for
gardeners who have difficulty kneeling
or doing so for an extended period of
time. I’ve seen some benches function in different ways by flipping them
back and forth for kneeling or sitting.
Another related option is a garden seat
with wheels that also provides space
for storage and moves easily.

6. Garden tubs, trugs or bags
These containers are all useful to
gardeners for collecting weeds and
debris. Tubs are typically made of
hard-sided plastic; trugs have flexible
plastic sides; and bags are usually made
from reinforced plastic with soft sides.
I’ve always liked the collapsible type
that easily stores in my garage when
it isn’t used. Sizes and weights vary to
meet the needs of most gardeners and
budgets.

7. Books
Gardeners can discover wonderful
advice and ideas in gardening books.
Every year, I find new titles I love
and have to add to my library. These
are a few of my favorites you might
see at the library, online, or at nearby
bookstores. I’m certain your gardener
(or you) will find inspiration in one of
these titles:
OO Square Foot Gardening by Mel Bartholomew was originally published
in 1981 and is based on the PBS
program by the same name. This is
Crosspointe Chronicle
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the book I’ve always followed for
planting my vegetable garden. It’s a
perfect resource for homeowners to
use for growing their own food in
limited space. I highly recommend
it!
OO Perennial Combinations is one of
several books written by C. Colston
Burrell, from Charlottesville. He
offers advice to create fabulous
groups of plants that will look great
and grow well together in different
environmental situations. Another
wonderful book by Burrell is Native
Alternatives to Invasive Plants. He
gives great suggestions to replace
plants that we’re learning are highly
invasive to our environment.
OO The New York/Mid-Atlantic Gardener’s Book of Lists by Bonnie
Lee Appleton from Virginia Tech
and Lois Trigg Chaplin is one of

Crosspointe Chronicle

the most useful books I own. This
sourcebook provides over 200 lists
of plants for specific locations and
uses in the garden.
OO The American Woodland Garden by
Rick Darke is a fabulous guide to
designing, planting, and maintaining a garden in the woods. His
stunning photographs show a
natural palette of plants and the
effects they create in the garden.
The Natural Garden by Ken Druse
also gives wonderful advice and
displays spectacular photographs
for the homeowner/natural garden
designer.
OO Bringing Nature Home by Douglas
Tallamy, a professor at the University of Delaware, offers an interesting
discussion of how the choices we
make as homeowners and gardeners
can impact the biodiversity of life.

www.crosspointe.info

This book is truly a must-read for
all of us.
OO Planting in a Post-Wild World by
local authors, Thomas Rainer and
Claudia West, is my favorite new
book for 2015. Rainer (who also
writes a blog titled Grounded Design and West discuss a powerful
alternative to traditional horticulture: designed plantings that function like naturally occurring plant
communities. They reveal how to
create landscapes that are sustainable, resilient, beautiful and diverse.
As always, contact me at
703.495.9027 or LN856@aol.com
if you have any
gardening questions or problems.
Happy holidays
to all Crosspointe
Gardeners!
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Community News

Upcoming
LCAC Events
We would like to thank all of the
Chronicle contributors for their efforts on behalf of this newsletter.
The trustees, committee members,
other reporters and photographers
who contribute on a regular basis,
are very much appreciated for their
efforts. The Chronicle deliverers provide an invaluable service by ensuring
that the newsletter arrives at your
doorstep each month. And every
month, Community Manager Heather
McDevitt and her assistant, Randy
Santander ably assist in producing a
topnotch newsletter.

Brandy Simpson, LCAC Director of
Development

Adopt a Child or Teen This Christmas
It’s never too early to start thinking
about Christmas! LCAC has more
than 800 children and teens in need of
holiday help this year. Check out the
wish list at LortonAction.org to see how
you can brighten the holidays for a local
child!

2015 Christmas Menu
LCAC’s 2015 Christmas menu is now
available at LortonAction.org. Your
generous contribution will help LCAC
serve over 400 families this Christmas.
Interested in volunteering for LCAC’s
Christmas distribution? Contact Kathy
Noone at 703. 339.5161, ext. 170 and
help the LCAC holiday volunteer team
spread some holiday cheer.

Saturday, December 12
Crosspointe Community Center
Contact Liz Merck, misslizzietish@gmail.com
or 703.232.6589 to volunteer your help!

28

Nov-Dec 2015

Save the Date—9th Annual
Monopoly Tournament
Join the Ron Kowalski Real Estate
Group with Keller Williams on
February 6, 2016 for the 9th Annual
Monopoly Tournament. The proceeds
from the tournament will benefit
LCAC. Over 100 players participated
last year in this great family-friendly
event for “kids” of all ages. Stay tuned
at LortonAction.org for more information about the tournament. Don’t
miss out on the chance to play Monopoly for a great cause!

Save the Date—LCAC 2016 Annual
Spring Gala
Save the date for the 2016 LCAC
Annual Spring Gala! Mark April 9,
2016 on your calendar for when the
Gala returns to lovely Harbour View,
nestled along the Occoquan River. The
evening will feature a cocktail hour,
dinner, dancing and dessert. If you’d
like to learn more about the gala, become a sponsor, or donate to the silent
auction, please contact Brandy Simpson at Brandy@LortonAction.org.

Pick from three times to meet with Santa:
9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $5/per child
To reserve a space, e-mail your preferred time slot and
# of children attending to cp.santa@yahoo.com.
Seating is LIMITED!
Drop off your $5 dollar check at the office,
place it in the drop box, or mail it to:
Crosspointe Community Center,
8275 Glen Eagles Lane,
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS.
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Community News

Scouts and adults picking up trash along Silverbrook Road

Boy Scout Troop 688 Cleans Up Silverbrook Road
Mike Kidd, Troop 688, Assistant Scoutmaster

O

n Saturday morning, October 17, Scouts, adult
leaders, and family members from Boy Scout
Troop 688 collected litter and trash along Silverbrook Road. Scouting stresses the importance of cheerful
service to the local community. This is just one of the ways
that Troop 688 demonstrates that principle.
Boy Scouts of America Troop 688 is sponsored by Christ
Church located at 7600 Ox Road (VA123) and meets every
Monday night at 7:30 p.m. For more information on Troop
688, please visit our Web site, www.troop688va.org.
Scouts listen to safety instructions before the project begins

Scouts enjoy donuts and hot cocoa when their task is complete.
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Classified Ads
For Sale
The Crosspointe Cruisers are selling the
upright Maytag freezer from the Oak
Chase pool for $400. Used for one season
of ice cream sales, it was determined that
a chest freezer will reduce the loss of
inventory due to having the door open
during the break. If you are interested,
please email cpswimteamrep@gmail.com.
Power Washing!!!
Go from green to clean, includes sidewalks, decks, fences, average price $175,
deck & fence repair, exterior wood rot,
roof & siding repair, basement finishing,
bathroom remodeling and handy man
services. Also storm doors. CALL-free
estimates Lic & INS. 703.987.5096
Personal Training
Training women of all ages. Improve your
quality of life with increased strength,
better balance and flexiblity. Certified by
the American Council on Exercise since
1999. Contact Julie 703.690.0607 or
3bacons@verizon.net.
J. Richard’s Lawn Service
Mowing, trimming, edging, clean-up, leaf
removal. Call Richard, 703.307.5577.

Family Cleaning
Family Cleaning would like to offer all of
our clients a special deal. FREE Carpet
Cleaning for your entire house after 7
residential cleanings. We have more than
20 years of experience serving Northern
Virginia. Call 703.819.6336 or email
familycleaning316@gmail.com
Draperies- Price Slashed
Custom made for living room/dining
room. Black background/floral print.
Pleated panels with matching fabric
covered valences. SIX windows. Will
sell separately. $75 per window. Call
703.851.5295.
Fun Part Time Job for Moms
Local dog walking and pet sitting company is currently seeking fit adults for
permanent year round positions. Are you
ready to become part of a fun dynamic
team? We have been successfully taking care of local pets since 2007. This is
the perfect job for stay at home moms,
or retirees! Cell phone, internet, reliable
vehicle, and flexibility are a necessity.
Competitive pay and fun work environment! Please call Abbie to join our team
at 703.473.9768.

your Community

calendar

		

						
		

All meetings and events listed here are held at the
Crosspointe Community Center, 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, unless otherwise noted.
All Crosspointe meetings are open to all
homeowners.

Wed. 2 Open Space Committee meets, 7:30 pm
Mon. 7 Architectural Review Board 		
		 meets, 7 pm
Wed. 9 Board of Trustees meets, 7 pm
Sat. 12 Snack with Santa, 9 am
24 & 25		 Community Center Office closed
Thu. 25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Mon. 28 Application deadline for Jan. 4 		
		 2016 ARB meeting

Thu. 1 New Year’s Holiday observed, 		
		 Community Center Office closed
Mon. 4 ARB meets, 7:00 p.m.
Wed. 6 OSC meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 13 BOT meets, 7:00 p.m.
Mon. 18		MLK HOLIDAY, Community Center 		
			Office closed
Mon. 25 ARB application deadline for
		 2-1-2016 ARB meeting

Mon. 1 Groundhog Day
Mon. 1 ARB meets, 7:00 p.m.
Wed. 3 OSC meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 10 BOT meets, 7:00 p.m.
Sun. 14 Valentine’s Day
Mon. 15 Presidents’ Day Holiday observed, 		
		 Community Center Office closed
Mon. 29 ARB application deadline for
		 3-7-2016 ARB meeting
For up-to-date meeting information visit
your Crosspointe community website at
www. crosspointe.info.
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Classified Ads
Next Issue
The next issue of the Crosspointe
Chronicle is the Jan–Feb 2016 issue.
Submit ADS by January 10.
Call the community center office
at 703.690.2321.
Garage to rent
Crosspointe resident seeks garage to rent
for antique vehicle that is used sparingly
and only during non-winter months. Please
contact Rich at 703.690.1083.

Piano/Flute Lessons
Experienced, licensed teacher. All levels
and styles. Classical, pop, rock & jazz.
Lessons include theory, eary training, sight
reading, and note reading. Offered in my
home or yours. Call 703.690.4550.
Consuelo’s House Cleaning
Weekly-biweekly-monthly-move in/out.
We are available 7 days a week. “Flexible
Schedule.” Very good references—moderate rates—free estimates. Consuelo’s cell:
703.786.7337. We bring our own equipment.
Wanted: Part-Time Caregiver
Crosspointe resident seeking in-home
assistance/personal care for elderly relative
with Alzheimer’s. Flexible with dates/
hours. Negotiable. Spanish-speaking a plus.
Call 703.690.6709 for more details.
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TAX PREPARATION
Tax Returns prepared professionally by
CPA. Tax laws are rapidly changing and
complex. Leave it to the professional!
Specializing in individuals, military, real
estate, and small business taxation. Call
Syd Hasan CPA, 703.690.2600; email
sydcorp@aol.com.

Taylor Construction
Specializing in home improvements; general
handyman, deck power washing, home repairs; roof repairs; interior exterior painting;
no job is too small. Free estimates. Licensed,
bonded and insured. Call Rick Taylor at
703.690.0088.

Professional Tutoring
20 years of experience. Grades 1–12 and
college. Math through Calculus, Science,
Spanish, French, English, History, Study
Skills, and Organizational Coaching.
Comprehensive SAT Preparation and
College Coaching programs. Please call
703.830.7037 or visit www.JuliaRossPT.com.

SAT Preparation for Juniors
SAT PREPARATION: SAT classes for
Juniors registering now. Many students
improve over 400 points. Strong SAT scores
open doors for both college admissions and
incredible scholarship opportunities. Please
call Julia Ross at 703.830.7037 or visit www.
JuilaRossPT.com.

Tax Preparation Services
Call Denise Carson, CPA, MBA, CGMA
at 703.909.7702 for an appointment.
Form 1040, Schedule A and one State
prepared and electronically filed—$399.
Students with one W-2—Federal and
State electronically filed—$100. See all
services at www.experttaxes.com.

Dog Walking
Crosspointe mom will provide mid-day
walks for your dog and vacation-sitting in
your home. Cat and small animal care
available. Ten years experience caring for
Crosspointe’s animal friends. Reasonable
rates. Call Maureen at 703.690.3811.

Lost & Found
STROLLER found on sidewalk in
front of Silverbrook School. Contact
703.867.9523

Hawaii Vacation
Maui Oceanfront condo available April
4-18, 2016. Gorgeous fully furnished 1
BR, 2 Full baths, kitchen and washer/dryer.
Sleeps 5. Pool, SPA, Tcourts, Shuffleboard,
putting green and activities desk. Contact
Ron 703.690.3507.
For Sale:
HENN Pottery. Former consultant selling
extra items. ALL NEW. Many pieces & different colors: platters/plates/bowls & serving
pieces. Call: 703.690.5710. PERFECT
FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!
Cleaning Services
House cleaning: reliable, experienced, good
references, flexible scheduling, reasonable
rates. We bring our own equipment.
Weekly– bi-weekly–monthly–occasionally.
One-time, move-in/out; offices. For a free
in-home estimate, call Maryen/Raul at
703.321.5335.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
 Resident Personal Ads
Wanted,

Services, For Sale, etc.
		 $5/35 words
 Lost/Found, Carpools, Giveaways
		 Free
 Resident Business Ads
$18/35 words
 Non-resident Ads
		$20/35 words

DISPLAY ADS

Business Cards:... $38
Quarter Page:...... $70
One Half Page:.... $115
Full Page:............. $220

To Advertise

De’cor’em Home Improvement LLC
Don’t Move…Improve! Enjoy a Quality
New Bathroom, Kitchen or Basement
Renovation at a truly affordable price! Are
you looking for an honest contractor who
actually does his own work and is there
from the first measure to the final walk
through? Look no further...and find out
what your neighbors already know...See our
work, talk to your neighbors before
planning your next project, then Call or
e-mail De’cor’em Home Improvement
Today for a Free In-Home Estimate and
Consultation at 571.334.5008/decorem1@
aol.com or visit our website:
decoremhomeimprovementllc.com. Voted:
“BEST OF HOUZZ 2014 & 2015! Fully
Licensed and Insured. WISHING ALL
OUR FRIENDS AND CLIENTS A
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

Play Dates?
We are relatively new to the Crosspointe
community and are interested to find some
play dates for our daughter, who is 5 years
old and in kindergarten. Weekday times that
would work best for us are between 5 and
6 pm with more flexibility on weekends. If
interested and able, please contact the McCamishes at TLmccamish@gmail.com.

5% discount on ads run for three consecutive months with no change. All ads for the
Crosspointe Chronicle MUST be submitted
and paid for BY CHECK ONLY by the 10th of
each month prior to publication. For information call the Crosspointe Community
Center office at 703.690.2321, M–F,
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Crosspointe Chronicle

