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2015: The State of Our Community

Crosspointe is an
Outstanding Community
Howard Kaufer, President,
Crosspointe Board of Trustees
am pleased to serve as president
of the Board of Trustees and
provide this annual State-ofCrosspointe article. I would like
to share with you some notes from the
recent annual meeting and our accomplishments from the last year. The
Board, the volunteer committees, and
our community management team
will continue working to ensure that
Crosspointe remains the outstanding
community that it is for next year and
many years into the future.

for the opportunity to work for you
on the Board of Trustees, with seven
candidates running for five seats, and
significantly more votes cast than in
the last three elections.

Annual Meeting

Crosspointe will continue to benefit
from an experienced Board and an onsite community manager and assistant
manager running the association.

I

On March 24, we had our annual
meeting, which ended with the result
of our annual election for the Board
of Trustees. We had an energetic race

The race included letters from some
of the candidates (including one from
a group of candidates I worked with),
and some social media posts. After
the dust settled, all five trustees whose
terms expired were re-elected. But,
the old saying that every vote counts
proved true in our election. The fifth
highest vote getter won over the sixth
place finisher by only three votes.

continued on page 4
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It’s time

crosspointe contacts

Management
Company

FirstService Residential
11351 Random Hills Rd.
Suite 500
Fairfax, VA 22030
TEL 703.385.1133
FAX 703.591.5785

Crosspointe
Community Center

8275 Glen Eagles Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
Open Mon.–Fri.,
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
TEL 703.690.2321
FAX 703.690.8574
Community Manager
Robert Schultz
cp.manager@verizon.net
Assistant Manager
Randy Santander
cp.admin@verizon.net
Trash Contractor

Republic Services
703.818.8222

Architectural
Review Board

Joana Garcia, Chair
arb.crosspointe@gmail.com
Budget & Finance

Phil Ciarlo, Chair
703.690.0269
Neighborhood Watch
Gary Saturen, Chair
703.495.0674
gary.saturen@verizon.net
Open Space
Bob Falkenstein, Chair
osc.falkenstein@gmail.com
Pool Committee
Tom Wears
twears@me.com
Tennis Committee
Kevin Garrahan, Chair
703.495.0630
Crosspointe Cruisers
www.cpcruisers.com
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... for the annual

Board of Trustees

Howard Kaufer, President
703.690.7364
hkaufer-kfreeze@verizon.net

Crosspointe home inspections

Bob Klocek, Vice President
703.690.2346
bobk357@verizon.net

Randy Santander, Assistant Community Manager

Alan Sullivan, Secretary
703.690.0650
apsulli@cox.net
Brian Riley, Treasurer
703.690.6821
blriley@cox.net
John Cewe, 703.690.3534
john.cewe5@verizon.net
Pat Ciarlo, 703.690.0269
peciarlo@verizon.net
Bruce Evjen, 703.690.0649
bpevjen@gmail.com
Ed Mills, 703.690.2130
edmills43@yahoo.com
Larry Rice, 703.690.6101
reagan84@verizon.net

It’s that time of the year! Annual Crosspointe
Home Inspections began on March 16, 2015. The
weather has not been so nice since I started the inspections. Once the weather cooperates, please take a
look and inspect your property.
There are a couple of things to focus on, such as:
• Mailbox and mailbox post (do they need re-painting
or repairs?)
• Torm door trim color (must match entry door or surrounding trim)
• Siding (is it clean?)
• Gutters (are they clean, or filled with leaves?)
• Driveway (any repairs needed?)
If your mailbox post needs re-staining, we have the
stain (Behr Dusky Brown #544) at the office. It costs $8.

Swim Team Co-Reps

Dave Pyle and Michelle Martin
djpyle29@yahoo.com
Swim Team Assistant Rep

Also, please remember to read the ARB standards,
which are available on crosspointe.info. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact
us at the Crosspointe Onsite Management Office at
703.690.2321 or email cp.admin@verizon.net.

Josh Helms
josh.helms99@yahoo.com
Dive Team Rep.

Joy Wolfe
joywolfe@verizon.net
Dive Team Assistant Rep

Ann Powell
anniep411@yahoo.com
Civic Associations
South County Federation Rep
Cathy Bonnefil
mabonnefil@msn.com
SCF Alternate
Robert Robertory
robert@robertory.com
Fairfax Federation Rep.

Joana Garcia

The Crosspointe Chronicle is the official
newsletter of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association (HOA), 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, Fairfax Station, VA. 22039
Contents are for information only. Articles
express the opinions of the authors, not
the HOA. The HOA Board of Trustees, the
Communication Committee, the Chronicle
editor, and the contributors assume no
responsibility for errors, omissions, or
consequences resulting from information
provided in this or any previous edition.
The HOA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.

www.crosspointe.info

Published 10 times a year by the
Crosspointe Communications Committee.
Distrubution to 1350 Crosspointe homes.
Copies available online.
Web site: www.crosspointe.info
Communications Committee Chair:
VACANT
				
Circulation Managers:
Donna & Jim Davis
703.690.7098
Production: Rudolph Desktop Design
rd.design@verizon.net
For inquiries: cp.chronicle@verizon.net
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Open Space Committee

Improper disposal of yard debris
negatively impacts our Open Space
Deborah Kelly, Open Space Commmittee
s the weather warms and you
begin once again walking
Crosspointe’s wonderful trails,
enjoying the fresh air and taking in
the beauty of nature, you may notice
something else: the yard debris that
some residents have tossed onto our
open space! Not only is the debris
unsightly, but in many instances, it is
clogging the culverts that facilitate the
flow of storm water and prevent erosion on our open space.

A

On a recent Saturday, the chairman of
the Open Space Committee removed
from a clogged culvert three large
hanging basket root balls someone had
thrown onto the open space.
Dumping yard debris on open space
is prohibited by association rules, and,
through our association dues, we’re all
paying for weekly curbside pickup of
such waste.

It takes minimal effort and much
less time than you might imagine to
properly dispose of yard debris. As you
clean up your yard this spring, simply
bundle what can be cut and tied, bag
the rest, and take it to the curb for
Monday pick up.
Please don’t drag it onto open space
and leave it as a blight on the natural
environment.
If you have items that are too large to
bag or bundle, be a responsible homeowner and make other arrangements
to have your debris removed. There
are companies that will be happy to
accommodate you for a small fee. Additionally, if you hire a third party to
perform yard work on your property, it
is your responsibility to instruct them
not to dump debris on open space.
With minimal effort, we can preserve
our open space for the enjoyment of
the entire community.

Important
Community Numbers
Community
Community Center.................... 703.690.2321
FirstService Residential............. 703.385.1133
Republic Services...................... 703.818.8222

County
Police & Fire (Emergency).......... 911
Police (Non-Emergency)............ 703.691.2131
Fairfax County Animal Control... 703.691.2131

Utilities
Virginia Power.......................... 888.667.3000
Washington Gas........................ 703.750.1000
Verizon..................................... 703.876.7000
Cox Cable.................................. 703.378.8400
Water Authority........................ 703.698.5800

VDOT
VDOT........................................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Snow Plowing)................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Potholes)........................ 800.367.7623

To Report:
Missing Street Signs
(Fairfax County)........................ 703.877.2800
Outages, including street lights
(Virginia Power)........................ 888.667.3000
Abandoned Cars
(Fairfax County Police)............... 703.691.2131

Attention Residents:

ONCE AGAIN—
PLEASE BE AWARE OF PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
Crosspointe homeowners are once again reminded it is your responsibility to know where
your property boundaries are, and to ensure you perform no action outside of those
boundaries without permission.
When you submit an ARB Exterior Application form it specifically states that you acknowledge that nothing (equipment, playset, landscaping, etc.) will be installed outside of your
property or encroach onto Crosspointe Open Space.
This also includes mowing of the common area.

Yard waste pick-up is on Mondays
Crosspointe Chronicle
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2015: The State of Our Community
continued from page 1

Another highlight of the annual meeting was the legislative update provided
by our Virginia Senator, George Barker,
and our Delegate, Dave Albo. We
also heard from the head of the West
Springfield Police District, Captain
Kathleen Sefchick, and MPO J. T. Frey.
Each volunteer committee presented a
report describing their role in the community, what they have done in the last
year, and what they plan to do in the
coming year.
Lastly, the committee representatives
and the Board of Trustees had the
opportunity to answer homeowner
questions and hear what was important
to Crosspointe owners. We received
many questions, which is always helpful
for us because it lets us know what is
important to you.

Upcoming Events
This is the part of the annual article
where I normally go into a discussion
of community finances, followed by
improvements, and other accomplishments. But, first I would like to mention some things we are working on.
First, our Social Committee has some
new volunteers and is considering some
new ideas for community events. So,
look for some announcements.
That leads to another new area I would
like to discuss—how Crosspointe communicates with you. For a number of
years, we have relied on the Crosspointe
Chronicle, our website, www.crosspointe.
info, and e-mail blasts of time sensitive
information to those of you who have
registered on the website. If you have
not already done so, I encourage you to
register on the site in order to get the
most out of what is available there.
The Board is now considering adding
a social media presence and is working with one of the individuals who
created a Facebook group focused on
4
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Crosspointe. Again, there will be more
to follow on this subject. If you have
any ideas for either social media or our
website, let us know.
The other new item I would like to
mention is our new outgoing mail
collection box located by the CVS on
Silverbrook Road. It took nearly a year
for us to obtain this mail box, requiring
the diligent efforts of a homeowner,
our community manager, and some encouragement from our recently retired
Congressman, Frank Wolf.
Now that we have this mail box, we
have to use it, otherwise the Postal
Service will take it away. The mail box
must average 100 pieces of outgoing
mail per day to be maintained. We
have contacted our neighboring communities to encourage them to use the
box.

Finances
Now, back to the standard Stateof-Crosspointe article. Crosspointe
remains in excellent financial position.
For the seventh time in the last eight
years, by my count, we were able to
hold the quarterly assessments stable.
Thus, for 2015, assessments will remain
$225 per quarter. I believe Crosspointe
continues to be a bargain compared
to dues in other communities, and we
get a lot for our money—two pools,
eight tennis courts in three locations,
five basketball courts, and six miles of
improved trails. Our delinquency rate
remains low, in large part, we believe,
because of our legal enforcement
policy. Our capital reserve account
tracks our most recent independent
reserve study. The Budget and Finance
Committee and prior Boards of Trustees laid the groundwork for our strong,
responsible financial position.
We have three major contracts that
expire this year—ground maintenance,
pool operations, and trash pickup.

www.crosspointe.info

Each of these contracts will be re-bid
this year on a competitive basis, and
the results may have an impact on next
year’s budget. Although I don’t know
what the results of the bidding process
will be, we have created subcommittees for each contract and every Board
member is committed to making the
best business decision possible for
Crosspointe to ensure that we continue to receive the best value for our
money.

Facilities and Improvements
Our volunteer committees continued
to exhibit great leadership in recommending improvements to our facilities. Our largest project last year was
the resurfacing of eight of our tennis courts, a project managed by the
dedicated, knowledgeable volunteers
of the Tennis Committee. In addition
to their work on this major project, the
committee continued its outstanding
management of our tennis courts and
organizing of matches.
The Pool Committee continued to be
pro-active, managing all of the work
that goes into operating two first
class pools. Every year, the committee
ensures that the pools open on time
and that users have a great experience,
whether they are swimming, diving, or
just getting some sun.
The Open Space Committee was
involved in improving many of the
trails throughout the community that
needed work. The committee continued to address encroachments, erosion,
and drainage issues on open space
throughout the community.
Other improvements included updating the Silverline/Armetale tot lot,
which completes our multi-year project to bring all five tot lots up to current industry standards. Crosspointe’s
children have a modern place to play
in all areas of the community. Portions
Crosspointe Chronicle

2015: The State of Our Community
of the community center were also updated this year, including the kitchen,
carpet, and restrooms.
We are considering completing the
trail around Heron Pond. The Board
has discussed this periodically over
a number of years, with some members supporting an expansion of the
trail, and others expressing significant
concerns. There are a number of factors that will go into any decision on
expanding this trail—if you have views
on this matter, I ask that you let us
know.
Crosspointe is fortunate to have a
strong group of hard working, dedicated volunteers on our committees who
do the hard work of ensuring that our
amenities remain in good shape.
Of course, our on-site management,
who I speak with almost every day,
was also involved in numerous projects
during the past year, including those
discussed above.

Architectural Review
Our assistant community manger,
Randy Santander, has begun conducting the 2015 edition of our annual
architectural inspection. The volunteer
members of the Architectural Review
Board continued their efforts to ensure
that you were able to have your home
improvement projects approved in a
timely manner.

Crosspointe Chronicle

Police Patrols

Volunteers and Ideas

Trustee Larry Rice continued to
coordinate the late night police patrols
that we successfully instituted five
years ago. Gary Saturen continued to
work with our assigned police contacts
on matters of interest to Crosspointe.
Their efforts have made a significant
difference in our efforts to deter vandalism.

I would like to renew my call for more
volunteers because we can always use
more help. We did add new volunteers in the last year, with our most
recent additions being members of
our Social Committee and representatives to a civic association. We could
use help with two other associations,
the Mount Vernon Council of Citizens Associations, and the Springfield
District Council.

Land Use
The Board, along with many South
County civic and homeowner associations, successfully opposed the extension of the ESI landfill in Lorton. ESI
sought to extend the 2018 closing
date by many years, and dramatically
increase the landfill’s footprint. Four
members of the Board—Pat Ciarlo,
Larry Rice, Ed Mills, and me—testified at the public hearing. The Board
of Supervisors voted to deny ESI’s
request by a 6–4 vote. It is possible
that ESI will make another attempt to
delay the closure.
There is a developer effort to have
a site plan approved for a proposed
retail center on the Silverbrook Road
lot next to the CVS center. Because
the use would conform to existing
zoning, our ability to influence the
development is limited, but we have
worked with the developer. We expect
the county to address the developer’s
request fairly soon.

www.crosspointe.info

The Pool, Open Space, Tennis, and
Budget & Finance Committees can
also use your help. If you are interested
in any of these positions, or helping
with a project, please let me, another
board member, or the community
manager know. Or, if you would like
to join one of our committees, please
contact the committee chair listed in
this edition of the Chronicle, or just
show up at their meeting and get
involved.
In order to become a volunteer, you
don’t have to join one of our standing committees. Instead, you could
decide to lead or assist with a project
of special interest. However you want
to volunteer, we need your assistance.
Or, if you have ideas for the community that you would like us to consider,
feel free to call or e-mail me, or any of
the other trustees. We look forward to
hearing from you.

May 2015
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Selling?
You’ll need to obtain a disclosure packet
The Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act (POAA) requires property owners who live in a community association and are selling their
home to obtain an association disclosure packet and to provide it to
the new purchaser. If you are preparing to sell your home, you may
obtain this disclosure packet by
going online at:

www.fsresidential.com.

Your 2015 HOA
Assessments
As a member of the Crosspointe
Homeowners’ Association, you should
receive a bill (payment coupon) for the
quarterly assessment about two weeks
before the due date, unless you are
enrolled in the Automated Payment
Program.
Quarterly assessments are $225
per quarter, exclusive of pipestem
assessments, and are due on January 1,
April 1, July 1, and October 1 (these due
dates never change).
The Board of Trustees encourages
owners to utilize the Automated
Payment Program offered by FirstService
Residential. Owners may also use the
PayLease service
(www.paylease.com) to make payments.
If using the coupons you MUST send your
payment to:
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
c/o FirstService Residential
P.O. Box 11983, Newark, NJ 07101-4983

Do not mail the payment to the
community manager or leave it in the
community center dropbox.
A late fee of $25 is charged for payments
more than 30 days past due. Should
payment not be received within 45 days
of the due date, additional collection fees
will be assessed to the owner’s account.
Also, privileges to use the pool or any
other Crosspointe recreational facility may
be suspended if your assessments are not
paid.
Remember—you are responsible for paying your quarterly assessment by its due
date even if you do not receive the bill.
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Bob Klocek, Vice President
Crosspointe Board of Trustees
he April 2015 meeting of the
Crosspointe Board of Trustees
(BOT) was called to order
at 7:02 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8,
2015. All nine BOT members and
management were present, as well a
representative from the Open Space
Committee (OSC), our Webmaster,
a representative of the volunteers
working on updating the community
directory, and a homeowner interested
in reinvigorating the Communications
Committee.

T

The trustees edited and approved the
BOT minutes from the March 2015
meeting.
The terms of all officers of the BOT,
and Committee Liaison assignments,
expire every April. Accordingly, elections were held and assignments were
reviewed. The trustees unanimously
reelected Howard Kaufer as President,
Bob Klocek as Vice President, Alan
Sullivan as Secretary, and Brian Riley
as Treasurer. After some discussion, all
committee liaison assignments remained the same.

Communications Committee
revived
A homeowner presented a beta version
of a Crosspointe Facebook page, and
the Webmaster reviewed the content
and updates to the official Crosspointe
Web page.
After discussion, the BOT agreed to
revive the Communications Committee, which would be responsible for
submitting updated Communications
Guidelines for the Board to review,
and establishing a Crosspointe Facebook page that would complement
Crosspointe Chronicle
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Board Notes
the existing Web page. Ms. Mary Van
White was named chair of the Communications Committee, and Trustees
Alan Sullivan (primary), Brian Riley
(alternate) and John Cewe (alternate)
were appointed as BOT liaisons.

Financial business
The BOT reviewed and accepted the
March 2015 financial statements. A
draft of the 2014 audit was received
the day before the BOT meeting. The
trustees directed the Budget and Finance Committee to review the report,
provide feedback to the auditor, and
advise the BOT as to the content and
recommendations. The trustees also
requested that the auditor be available
to review the audit with the BOT at
its June meeting.

ARB, OSC and Pool Committees
The BOT reviewed the most recent
minutes from the Architectural Review Board and OSC.
The BOT agreed to have the OSC
explore refurbishing the T-26 trail,
which is part of a county sewage easement. An accessible T-26 trail would
connect T-24 and T-25. A map of all
Crosspointe trails can be found on the
official Crosspointe Web site, www.
crosspointe.info.
Mr. Tom Wears was approved as
Chairman of the Pool Committee.

Updated community directory
The plan for updating the community
directory was discussed.
The May and June focus will be reaching out to homeowners and collecting
information. Those who are registered
on the Website will be contacted
electronically. Forms to complete and

www.crosspointe.info

return will also be in the Chronicle, and
pool registration forms will also be
used to collect information.
Homeowners who do not respond will
be contacted. Homeowners will need
to agree to be included in the directory
listing (“opt in”); voluntary submission
of their contact information will suffice
as tacit approval.
July and August will be used to reach
out to those who do not respond and
to finalize and format information,
and send out for publishing, with the
ultimate goal of distributing the 2015
directory in September.
The BOT accepted the proposal from
Rudolph Desktop Design to publish
the directory. Advertisements will be
solicited to help defray costs.

Subcommittee appointments
The BOT appointed sub-committees
to work on draft Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for the three major contracts which will expire at the end of
2015—grounds maintenance, pools,
and recycling and trash collection.
The BOT took several actions regarding other new business. The proposal
from Clippers Landscape to replace
damaged plants at multiple entrances
was approved. Wildlife control agreements with the USDA were renewed.
A proposal for plumbing repairs at the
Oak Chase Pool was approved, and the
Board also approved the pool rules for
the 2015 pool season.
The BOT briefly went into Executive
Session to discuss legal matters.
After returning to Open Session, the
meeting adjourned at 10:17 p.m., there
being no other business.

May 2015
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Pool Committee

Hooray! Crosspointe pools open May 23
Josh Helms, Pool Committee
he Glen Eagles and Oak
Chase pools will open their
seasons on Saturday, May 23.
We’ve been busy this past month getting the pools ready for the new season. Returning members will find what
they’ve found in years past—new and
refurbished furniture, fresh paint, both
facilities scrubbed down and ready to
go. We think you’ll find the pools in
great shape once again, and ready to
provide lots of fun and relaxation for
the whole family.

T

Pool Entry Procedures
The March Chronicle provided detailed
registration procedures. Please take advantage of online registration. To enter
the pools you must have a valid pool
photo ID. For ID card holders, this
means a “2015” sticker on the card.
Upon arrival at the pool, turn your
card over to the lifeguard at the front
desk and enter the pool area through
the shower rooms. Retrieve your ID
card from the front desk when you
leave the pool.

Guests
A Crosspointe pool member must accompany all guests. Members sign in
their guest(s) at the front desk and pay
the guest fee of $4 per guest. Or members may purchase a 10-visit guest pass
card (with no expiration date) for a
discounted price of $30. Suspended
members may not enter as the guest of
a member in good standing.

Family Care Providers
Children accompanied by a family care provider are required to have
an authorization on file before pool
8
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admittance. The forms are available
at the community center and at both
pool front desks. Also available is a
“Family Care Provider” temporary
ID card, which may be purchased for
$25 a season at the community center.
This permits entry of the family care
provider throughout the season when
accompanied by the children. As in the
past, the primary purpose of a family
care provider’s presence at the pool is
supervision of the children.

Young Swimmers
Children under age 10 must be accompanied by an adult/family care provider
to enter the pool complex. Ten (10) to
12 year-olds must pass a swimming
test and complete a Child’s Swim
Contract before being permitted to use
the pools without adult accompaniment. Please contact the pool manager
to schedule a swim test.

Pool Parties
Members may reserve a gas grill and
space for a pool party on a first-come
first-served basis by making arrangement directly with manager of the
pool you wish to use. There are two
grills at Oak Chase Pool and three
grills at Glen Eagles Pool, permitting
four simultaneous parties. There is no
charge for this service. Parties are not
permitted during holidays and holiday
weekends. Guests must pay the guest
fee. Pools are also available to rent for
parties outside normal hours. Rental
fees vary based on the particulars of
the party, including the numbers and
ages of participants, number of guards
required, and length of the party.
Contact the pool managers for more
information.

www.crosspointe.info

Scheduled Pool Closings
Crosspointe is unique in having two
pools, so scheduled events have a
minimal impact on the community.
On occasion, one pool may be closed
for special events, primarily those that
support our community’s swim and
dive team, the Crosspointe Cruisers,
and community socials.
At no time will both pools be scheduled to close within normal hours.
Signs will be posted at the parking
lot entrance to announce closures, so
members may proceed directly to the
open pool and enjoy their own plans.
Detailed information on planned pool
closures are posted on the bulletin
boards at both pools.
However, for general planning, you
may anticipate that Glen Eagles will
close on weekdays from 4–8 p.m. until
June 19 (until FCPS are out) for swim
and dive team practices. Glen Eagles
will be closed on Monday evenings
after 5 p.m. from June 22 through July
20, and on Saturday mornings until
noon on June 13, June 20, July 4, and
July 11 to accommodate swim meets.
Glen Eagles will also be closed after 4
p.m. for dive meets on Tuesday, June
23; Thursday, June 25; Tuesday, July 7;
Thursday, July 9; and Thursday, July 23.
While the pools are closed for member
swimming during the meets, members are welcomed and encouraged
to bring out their families and cheer
for the teams. Oak Chase will also be
closed on Sunday, July 26, starting at
3 p.m. for the Cruisers’ season-ending
celebration. Pools may also be closed
for some social events. The Pool Committee will provide more information
about social events in future issues of
the Chronicle.
Crosspointe Chronicle

Homeowners who are not in good standing may have their pool
privileges suspended until their account balance is brought current.

Swimming Lessons
Crystal Aquatics, our pool operator,
will offer swimming lessons this summer. Several sessions of group lessons
will be available. See the pool bulletin
boards for details. Individual lessons
may be given by individual lifeguards,
and should be set up with the individual guard of your choice.

Do’s and Don’ts
Smoking is NOT permitted within
either pool complex. Ash cans are
available outside each complex to keep
the area litter free. The Fairfax County
Health Department requires that food
and drinks (non-alcoholic and not in
glass bottles) be consumed at least six
feet from the pools, with the exception
of plastic water bottles.

Unscheduled Pool Closures
These generally happen for two reasons: thunderstorms, and defecation in
the water. We can’t do anything about
the former, but the latter is a major
inconvenience for our patrons. Health
regulations mean that a child’s “accident” can shut a pool down for the rest
of the day. Huggies “Little Swimmers”
and Pampers “Splashers” are popular
brands of disposable swim diapers that
can contain these accidents and help
us keep our pools open.

We’re Looking for Your Help
The Pool Committee is looking for
people willing to help oversee the
operations and maintenance of the
pools and associated facilities. Here’s
your chance to contribute to your
community. We welcome anyone with
a desire to help keep our two fine
pools in tip-top shape. The committee
meets monthly on the first Tuesday of
each month, March through October.
If you’re willing to help, please contact
Tom Wears at twears@me.com.
Crosspointe Chronicle

2015 POOL HOURS
Glen Eagles
703.690.4895

Oak Chase
703.690.3525

Dates

Weekdays

Weekend &
Holidays

Weekdays

Weekend &
Holidays

Opening to
End of School

11am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

11am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

End of School
to July 31

11am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

August 1
to Labor Day

10 am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

10 am – 9 pm

—
Summer and pool season is almost here. lf you are first time pool members (either
resident, tenant, or associate), if you need replacement ID’s or new photos for any
reason, or you need childcare or guest passes, you must use walk-in registration.

Walk-in registration is at the
Crosspointe Community Center:
Saturday, May 2

10:00 am–1:00 pm

Thursday, May 7

6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Saturday, May 9

10:00 am–1:00 pm

Thursday, May 14

6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Saturday, May 16

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Tuesday, May 19

6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Wednesday, May 20

6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Friday, May 22

1:00 pm–4:00 pm

Late Registration
Tuesday, May 26

6:00 pm–8:00 pm

Wednesday, May 27

4:00 pm–6:00 pm

All registration forms submitted after
Wednesday, May 27 will be processed on
a weekly basis on Friday afternoons.
Passes will be available for pick-up
at the Glen Eagles pool after 3 p.m. each
Friday.

www.crosspointe.info

Pool Stickers

No Cost

Replacement Photo ID’s

$4 each

Guest Pass (ten entries)

$30 each

Child Care Pass

$25 each

Remember, payments will be accepted
by CHECKS ONLY. Also pool photo-ID’s or
validation stickers will not be issued to
homeowners delinquent in their assessment dues.

Tenants, we must have a lease and a re-

lease signed by the owner of your home
in order for you to register. The release
form may be obtained from the office.

Associate Members, your pool fee must
be paid in full before you can register.

Still have questions?
Contact the Crosspointe Community
Center at 703.690.2321
for additional information.

May 2015
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Swim & Dive Team

Come swim and dive with
the Cruisers for summer 2015

Practices begin Tuesday, May 27, with
the following practice times and
locations for the summer 2015 season.
Afternoon Practice Times
Tuesday, May 26 – Friday, June 19

Dave Pyle/Michelle Martin and Joy Wolfe

T

~Swim Team ~

he Crosspointe Cruisers are gearing up for another great season! The Swim Team is in NVSL
Division 5 and the Dive Team is in Division 2.
Registration began in April and will continue
through the end of May. Please visit our website at www.
cpcruisers.com to access the link to our online registration
process for 2015.
Also, please note due to Insurance/Liability, swimmers and
divers must be registered (with payment and volunteer fee)
before they will be permitted to participate in swim/dive
practices. Swim/Dive inquiries can be sent to cpswimteamrep@gmail.com.
If there are swimmers who are also divers, and swim practice conflicts with the scheduled dive practice, Coach Jenni
is VERY accommodating and will work with your schedule.
If divers are unsure of what category they fit into, feel free
to contact Coach Jenni through the Dive Team Representative and she will let you know.
*First time divers/beginning divers/young divers are
only required to do three dives, thus less practice
time required. As divers move up in both age and
ability the number of dives required also goes up,
thus the longer practice times for the older and/or
more competitive divers.*
Swimmers and divers are reminded to arrive 15 minutes
prior to practice start times. Also, parents are reminded to
please not approach coaches during practice sessions; wait
until the practice ends if you need to speak with a coach.
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Glen Eagles Pool – Monday to Friday
8 and under practice from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
9 thru 12 practice from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
13 and over practice from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
~Dive Team~
Glen Eagles Pool – Monday to Friday
Competitive Team practice from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m.
First Year/Beginning Divers practice from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.
Returning Divers practice from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Morning Practice Times
Monday, June 22 – Friday, July 24
(individual swimmers and divers who qualify for All Stars will have
an additional week of practice through July 31)
~Swim Team~
Oak Chase Pool – Monday to Friday
Age Group 6 and Under practice from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m.
Age Group 7 and 8 years old practice from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Glen Eagles Pool – Monday to Friday
Age Group 9 to 10 years old practice from 7:45 to 8:45 a.m.
Age Group 11 to 12 years old practice from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.
Age Group 13 and Over practice from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.
~Dive Team~
Glen Eagles Pool – Monday to Friday
First Year/Beginning Divers practice from 8:45 to 9:30 a.m.
Returning Divers practice from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Competitive Team practice from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.

www.crosspointe.info
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Hi Cruisers and Cruiser parents!

New Community
Directory Coming!

Have you submitted your
Directory Form?
See page 16 for more information!

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Tennis Committee

Talkin’

Tennis

Kevin Garrahan, Tennis Chairman

Reminder
Please remember that the tennis courts
are for tennis play only. The courts
have an acrylic top layer designed to
provide a smooth uniform bounce but
it can be easily be dented and damaged
by non-tennis activities such as skateboarding, soccer, or even the bouncing
of baseballs. Also, using the courts
for non-tennis activities will void the
warranty provided by the resurfacing
contractor. So please use the courts
only for playing tennis. Thanks!

Tennis Committee Meeting
The committee planned to meet on
April 27 to elect officers, review its
charter, discuss maintenance needs,
and discuss developing a list of
Crosspointe tennis players with contact information and playing levels.

Oak Chase Courts
Update:

Have a Winning Strategy for Singles
For most play at the recreational and high school levels of play, the player who
makes the fewest errors is going to win. So here are some tips on how to win by
playing more consistent than your opponent:
PP First, hit mostly cross-court shots

towards your opponents baseline
(the ball should bounce beyond your
opponent’s service line).
By hitting cross-court, you are effectively hitting into a longer court
over a lower net. So that significantly
decreases your probability of making
an error. Also, hitting cross-court will
move your opponent from side to
side making it more likely for them to
make an error.
PP Second, be patient and wait for your

opponent to either make an error or
hit a short ball (one that lands inside
your service line).
PP Third, when you receive a short ball

from your opponent, return it deep to

their backhand and then move up to
the net.
PP Finally, when you are at the net, be

ready to finish the point by either hitting an angled volley to the open side
of the court or hitting an overhead
smash if your opponent tries to lob
over you. Both these shots have a
very high percentage of successfully
winning the point for you!
So remember, hit steady cross-courts
from the baseline until you can work
your way to the net for an easy volley
or overhead.

Good
luck!

Crosspointe Saturday Morning Doubles Players - Winter Edition

The Crosspointe community
manager was scheduled to meet
with the resurfacing contractor
during the week of April 20 to
inspect the Oak Chase courts and
schedule the necessary touch-up
work. The Tennis Committee hopes
that the work will be completed and
the courts re-opened in early May.
We regret the delay and thank you
for your patience.

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Neighborhood Watch
CROSSPOINTE UPDATE

Watching our
neighborhood

Gary Saturen,
Neighborhood Watch Chairman

T

he community had a great turnout at our March 24
Annual Homeowners’ Meeting. Captain Kathleen
Sefchick, West Springfield District Station Commander and a number of officers from the District attended,
briefed our residents and responded to many questions on
several important issues. Obviously I don’t have space here
to repeat everything that was covered; but I will highlight a
few areas:

There have been a number of observations of the in-

dividual whom Crosspointe has labeled the “Crosspointe
Creeper.” It is very important to note that this individual

has no police record. He is NOT a criminal, even though his
actions around young children appear suspicious. Two and
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three years ago, this individual was frequently observed at
school bus stops during pick-up and drop-off of elementary school students, and was seen “cruising” through the
community in Crosspointe, and in other adjacent communities as well. The police in our district know him well,
and have had a number of discussions with this person,
trying to encourage him to stop his suspicious behavior.
At the end of the warm weather season about a year and
a half ago, he did promise our district police commander
that he would at least stay out of Crosspointe; and last year
we didn’t have sightings of him. However, there have now
been enough sightings this Spring that we conclude he has
returned.
We cannot publish his name or picture here, because of
privacy issues; however, here is guidance from the police
on what you should do if you observe any person acting in
a suspicious manner:

ÂÂDO NOT confront the individual!
ÂÂCONTACT THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY

and ask that an officer be dispatched to investigate
suspicious behavior which you should describe to

www.crosspointe.info
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Neighborhood Watch
the dispatcher on the phone. (Do not assume that
someone else will report this, or decide not to report
it because you or somebody else has already reported
him. The more reports the police receive, the better).

ÂÂIf you are carrying a cell phone with a camera, YOU

MAY TAKE A PICTURE of the suspicious behavior, and/or of the person’s vehicle or license plate to
provide to the officer who responds to your report.
However, DO NOT GET INTO A CONFRONTATION with the person over a photo.

We want the police to deal with this problem, and they are
happy to do that; but the police can only respond to a call
for service. If you tell your friends but do not make a report
to the police, there’s not much help the police can provide!

There are still problems with mail and package theft, and
the identity theft or fraud which often occurs as a result.
After much work and negotiation with postal authorities,
they have agreed to place a mailbox in front of the CVS
store in the Village Square shopping area along Silverbrook
Road. Please use that mailbox to drop off outgoing mail
containing items someone might want to steal. DO NOT
use the mailbox in front of your residence for such mail;
and do not put up the flag on your mailbox to indicate it
contains outgoing mail.

ÂÂBe sure to lock your vehicles (whether you park them

outside, in your driveway, or even inside your garage).

ÂÂClose and lock your garage door whenever you are
not outside using it.

ÂÂLock the connecting door between your house and
the garage.

ÂÂTurn your outside house lights on every night.
Won’t you make a few new habits to help avoid
becoming a victim?
Finally, there is one local crime you should know about

which happened recently. The incident occurred just after
4 p.m. at our local CVS in the CVS store at the Village
Square shopping area along Silverbrook Road. A man approached the pharmacy, demanded a variety of drugs and
revealed a pistol to the technician. He took the medications
and fled.

The postal authorities will be observing how much use is
made of the box outside the CVS, and will remove it if
there is very little use. This is a great opportunity to help us
deal with the ongoing theft problem. Please take advantage
of it!

The biggest crime issue for most residential communi-

ties in Northern Virginia and beyond (and certainly true
for Crosspointe) is the problem of unsecured vehicles and
garages left open when they are unattended. Virtually every
month Crosspointe has vehicles entered and searched and
items removed from both vehicles and garages. These are
criminal acts often accomplished by children from our own
communities, who are not hardened criminals. Most important, it is relatively easy to make these “crimes” go away if
we would just get used to a few simple habits….
Once again here is the same list I published in last month’s
Chronicle:

ÂÂPark your vehicles in well-lighted areas.
ÂÂDo not leave valuables inside your vehicles (even
when the vehicle is locked).

Crosspointe Chronicle

The suspect was described as white, mid 20’s, between 5 feet
7 and 5 feet 9 inches tall, and thin. He wore a black hoody
sweatshirt with the hood pulled over his head. He may
have been driving a dark silver pickup truck, westbound on
Silverbrook Road.
Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime Solvers electronically by visiting www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org
or text-a-tip by texting “TIP187” plus your message to
CRIMES(274637)** or by calling 1-866-411-TIPS(8477).

www.crosspointe.info
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Please use the new
USPS mailbox at the
Village Square Center
The USPS has installed a mail collection
box at the nearby CVS on Silverbrook
Road.
Many of you have been aware of situations where outgoing mail was stolen
from mailboxes in hopes of finding
a check that could be modified and
cashed. We encourage residents to
make use of this collection box as it
is a great way to prevent theft of your
outgoing mail.
The USPS is monitoring the amount of
mail collected. If
the usage is not
sufficient they will
remove the box.
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A New Community
Directory is Underway!
From the Crosspointe Directory Update
Committee

I

t’s time to update our community directory, which dates from
2010. Our directory effectiveness
needs your participation! The Board of
Trustees has agreed to produce a directory that is expected to be delivered in
September. The format will be similar
to that of the directories produced in
the past.
For the directory to be useful, we need
residents to provide the information
that they want published in the directory.
To make this easy and cut down on typographical errors, we are encouraging
everyone to fill out a form electronically, by going to the home page of the

www.crosspointe.info

Crosspointe website (www.crosspointe.
info) and accessing the form there.
A paper form is also available here
in the Chronicle or at the community
center. Please complete and return the
form as soon as possible, but not later
than June 30.
If you have any questions about the
directory, please email CPDirectory2015@gmail.com to reach one of
the community volunteers
working on pulling together
the directory information.

Please complete and return
the form as soon as possible,
but not later than June 30.

Crosspointe Chronicle

Crosspointe Chronicle
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TAPE HERE
POST OFFICE DOES NOT ALLOW STAPLES

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Crosspointe Directory 2015
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
8275 Glen Eagles Lane
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

RETURN THIS FORM BEFORE JUNE 30, 2015
Fold and mail, or drop your form in the locked portion of the dropbox outside the
Crosspointe Community Center office, located next to the Glen Eagles Pool.
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2015 Easter Egg Hunt
a Success!
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was
held on Sunday, March 22 at the
Crosspointe Community Center.
With more than 80 children and
countless parents, grandparents, and friends in attendance,
this year’s event was a true family affair.
Upon arrival, guests got to socialize and take photos with the
Easter Bunny who gave out carrots full of jelly beans. Guests also
got to take a guess at how many
jelly beans were in our Registration Table jar. Congratulations to
Cole Hoffman and William Kirkland, our contest winners, who
both guessed 525 and received
stuffed animal ducks!
With 1,000 eggs hidden on the
grounds, including 6 Golden
Eggs, the kids then got to work,
filling their baskets. The eggs

Crosspointe Chronicle

were stuffed with candy, stickers, stamps, bouncy balls, and
other fun prizes. The children
who found our Golden Eggs also
received stuffed animal ducks.
The winners were Ethan Apergis,
Drea Barmonde, Ben Brown, Allison Clarke, Kaeden Kennedy,
and Sadie Storer. Way to go!
Did you know that many of
Crosspointe’s community events
are put on by local Girl Scout
troops? A very special thank
you to Liz Merck, leader of Troop
1048, and Katy Levin and the
girls of Troop 4028 for coordinating and hosting this year’s hunt
and for providing the yummy Girl
Scout cookies for snacking.
If you would like more information about joining Girl
Scouts in our area, please visit:

http://www.su5208.org/join-us.html.

www.crosspointe.info
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Appliance/Metal Goods Removal

Bulk Pickup
is Friday, May 22

AAA/Republic Services will collect furniture and
other large, non-metal, non-commercial household items placed on the curb at no extra charge.
These items include, but are not limited to, Sofas,
Chairs, Tables, Small TV’s, Cribs, Mattresses, Bed
Frames, Small Kitchen Appliances, Shelves, etc.
Items should be placed at the curb on Friday May
22 by 6 a.m. for pickup.

Ferrous metal/white good items, such as appliances will be picked up as well on May 22. These
items include but are not limited to Propane
Grills (no propane), Refrigerators *FREON-FREE
(upright and horizontal), Washers, Dryers, Dishwashers, Water Heaters, Freezers *FREON-FREE
(upright and horizontal), Air Conditioner Units
*FREON-FREE (window & outside)
All appliances containing *Freon (CFC’s) must be
tagged with certification that it is FREON-FREE
prior to removal.

Contact your Heating and Air Conditioning dealer
for CFC removal.

Excluded Waste
Rocks, concrete, dirt, mulch, tires, soil, sod, tree
stumps, paint, motor oil, combustibles, toxic
or hazardous wastes, or any other material excluded from the disposal site, or any applicable
state or federal law, as being hazardous or toxic.
As well as flammable products, dead animals, fecal matter, manure, brick, landscaping timbers,
friable asbestos, lead acid/wet cell batteries, biohazardous material, needles, and other medical
waste.

Defensive Driving Rule:

Yield Anyway!
“Nobody ever yielded their
way into a collision.”
Think about it. If you are in doubt about
who has the right of way, give it away.
The other guy may be wrong, but you
can end up hurt or dead.
We often say no one HAS the right-ofway until it is yielded to them. (Keep
in mind I’m talking defensive driving
practices, not traffic law.) Right of way
rules are often misunderstood, and there
are situations where the rules may not
be clear to everyone. If there is uncertainty about which vehicle should have
the right of way, give the other guy the
road. When it comes to driving safely, it’s
not the principle, but the outcome, that
counts.Ror
www.roadtripa“My feeling is I’d
rather be alive than dead right.”
Robert Schaller
Contributing Author,
www.roadtripamerica.com
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Architectural Review Board

Crosspointe Annual Home Inspections Underway

S

Joana Garcia, ARB Chair

pring is here and the annual Crosspointe home
inspections have begun. The opening paragraph
of the Crosspointe Swim and Racquet, Inc. Architectural and Property Maintenance Standards
Handbook, dated March 2012, states:

“As a member of a planned community, Crosspointe homeowners, tenants and guests enjoy a variety of benefits and
shared facilities. In return, they are asked to cooperate with
their neighbors to create and maintain an enjoyable living
environment that promotes the health, safety, and welfare
of all; maintains the community’s appeal, open space, common facilities, and property; and protects and enhances the
value of the properties within the Crosspointe community.”

Crosspointe Chronicle

The annual inspections are an integral part of ensuring the community’s homeowners maintain these high
standards and the above goal is reached.
The Architectural Standards can be found on the
community website at: http://www.crosspointe.info.
Call the Crosspointe onsite management office at
703. 690.2321, or email the Architectural Review Board
at: arb.crosspointe@gmail.com if you have any questions
or concerns.

www.crosspointe.info
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Civic Association Report

What’s

A summary of events which affect the Crosspointe
area, including what transpires at the South
County Federation (SCF) and the Fairfax Federation,
both neighboring organizations comprised of
homeowners and civic associations.

Critical Election: Who will

replace Supervisor Gerry Hyland?
Cathy Bonnefil, SCF Rep
pril’s South County Federation (SCF) meeting was dominated by a
political debate between four declared Democratic candidates, each one
hoping to capture the seat of Supervisor Gerry Hyland, the Mount Vernon District political giant who will retire at the end of his current term. With
the Democratic primary scheduled for June 9, every registered voter needs to
get serious about finding the best replacement for Supervisor Hyland; so please
familiarize yourselves with the issues that affect us.

A

Alphabetically listed, the participants in the debate were:

Ms. Candice Bennett, www.electcandicebennett.com/
Mr. Jack Dobbyn, http://jackdobbyn.com/
Mr. Tim Sargeant, campaign web site www.TimSargeant.com
		
campaign e-mail address is: info@TimSargeant.com

For reasons of sheer space, this article
does not attempt a transcript of the
entire debate. One can find most of
the enumerated topics below documented on the candidates’ personal
campaign web sites.
I have, however, specified each candidate’s opinions and comments regarding the Lorton landfill; because this
issue could always rise up again in the
form of another Special Amendment
request from the landfill’s owner, ESI.
We must remain vigilant, and so must
our Supervisors (part of Crosspointe
is in the Springfield District under
Supervisor Pat Herrity; and part falls
in the Mount Vernon District under
Supervisor Hyland). Only the Mount
Vernon District position is being voted
on this year.
Questions and topics included in the
debate were submitted in advance, and
included:

1. Citizen issues differ very much from
the southern to the northern parts of
our district. How will you ensure equal

consideration and involvement of good
people from across the district?

Mr. Dan Storck , www.danstorck.org

continued on page 26

Fairfax Federation Update
Joana Garcia
Fairfax Federation Representative

Register on the Crosspointe website
to receive community e-mail alerts.
www.crosspointe.info
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D

id you know that the Woodlawn
Plantation near Ft. Belvoir is
looking to update its grounds and the
Arcadia Center for Sustainable Food and
Agriculture would like to make that site a
community gathering place with a farmers market, a restaurant and lots of trails?

www.crosspointe.info

The rerouting of Rt. 1 near Ft. Belvoir will
reunite portions of the Plantation making
this type of venture possible.
To find out more go to www.arcadiafood.
org. The Fairfax Federation website is a
great place to find current information
about issues that affect our community at
http://www.fairfaxfederation.org.
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Civic Association Report
continued from page 25

Ms.Bennett provided her position:

5. Commercial vacancy rates are 18%.
What would you do to improve this?

“As a Lorton Station resident, I support closing the landfill by 2018 and
will fight to make sure that ESI lives
up to their end of the original agreement. As many are aware, the issue of
liability was not addressed properly
in the original agreement, so there is
work to be done to strengthen that
agreement and ensure equal access to
the park. While I cannot promise the
final outcome, I would like my fellow residents to know that I am just
as affected by the landfill as they are.
I, too, would like to see the park open
and developed into a first-class recreation area available to all of Northern
Virginia.”

6. Lorton (ESI) landfill. Are you opposed

Mr. Dobbyn, if elected, promises to

2. Funding for our schools. How would

you increase funding; and do you support a meals tax to do this?

3. South County Liaison. Will you, like

Supervisor Hyland, allocate a person
like Marcia Hanson as an Ombudsperson for the South County area;
and will you also have a satellite office
in our area?

4. Transportation issues. What are our

most pressing transportation issues
and how would you address them?

to any further change in the current
decision (i.e ESI must cease operations
at the landfill by 2018)?
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strongly support the 2018 landfill
closure date.
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Mr. Sargeant made two major points.
“As Supervisor, I will not vote for any
extension of the landfill operation beyond 2018. As for the promised park,
the challenge is solving the liability
concerns. As Supervisor, I will try to
strengthen the current agreement,
limit liability, and provide full use of
the park.”

Mr. Storck stated, “The landfill own-

ers, ESI, must honor their commitment to build the park. The issues to
resolve have to do with liability; so
we must address and negotiate with
the owners to get a memorandum
of agreement (MOA) to define who
accepts liability after the park is built.
The County won’t accept the land until
liability is resolved.”

Don’t forget to vote!

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Our favorite summer food:
Ellen Peterson MLD
Master Gardener and Horticulturist
hat is our most
favorite food
grown during
summer months?
You guessed it
—the tomato! More than 4.3 billion
pounds of tomatoes are consumed in
the U.S. each year. Whether we grow
them ourselves in our own gardens or
purchase them at the local farmer’s
market, the fresh summer tomato is
certainly cherished for its
intense flavor.

W
Starting Seeds
vs. Transplant

I planted seeds
for three different tomato
varieties late in
February. I was
able to choose
an heirloom and
two hybrids that
will most likely not be
available to purchase at
a local garden center. The
seeds germinated quickly in
moist, warm soil under grow lights in
my basement. Whether you choose to
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the tomato

start tomato plants this way or prefer
to purchase transplants, these tender
seedlings can be hardened off and
planted in the garden after our last
frost date, which is around Mother’s
Day. Soil and night time temperatures
will have begun to warm by this time.

Tomatoes can be planted in containers but the container must be at least
12–14 inches in diameter and include
plenty of drainage holes. The addition of water holding gels and the use
of plastic containers will prevent soil
from drying too quickly.

If you purchase transplants, select
healthy plants. Mottling on the leaves
may indicate the presence of a virus.
If you blow gently on a plant, thrips
or white flies may be exposed. Roots
should be fleshy white and not
brown and mushy.

Topsy-turvy planters are a new space
saving method for planting. They allow
earlier planting but they dry out very
quickly. These planters are also heavy
and require substantial support.

Planting and Care of
Tomatoes
All tomato plants
should be grown in
full sun with good
air circulation
and a generous
amount of loose,
well drained organic matter (compost or
manure). Apply a slowrelease fertilizer to the
soil at planting time. If
you’ve had a soil test done,
the pH level should be about 6.2
to 6.8 for best performance.

www.crosspointe.info

Tomatoes grow best directly in the
ground where they will use less water
and fertilizer. Plant transplants two to
three feet apart to promote good air
circulation. Set the seedling in a deep,
wide hole and pinch its lowest 2–3
branches. This practice will encourage
good, strong roots.
Tomato plants in containers or in
the ground should be supported with
some form of stake or cage. As the
growing season progresses, avoid soil
moisture level fluctuations by watering evenly. Mulch applied at the base
of plants helps to maintain this level.
Many diseases can be prevented by
watering at the base of plants and not
with overhead sprinklers. Any diseased
continued on page 28
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continued from page 27

or chlorotic (yellow) leaves should be
pruned off and discarded.

Determinate vs. Indeterminate
Determinate tomato varieties grow
in a more compact bush form. They
produce most of their crop at one time,
so successive planting will extend the
growing season. These varieties are
good for canning
and freezing.
Indeterminate
varieties set
fruit clusters
along a vine or
stem. They continue to grow
and produce
tomatoes all
season and have
a greater possibility for pest
problems.

Heirlooms vs.
Hybrids
Heirloom
tomato plants
are grown from
seeds that have
been passed
down through
generations.
They have

exceptional flavor and highly interesting shapes and colors. Unfortunately,
heirloom tomatoes are not disease
resistant and have lower yields. Seeds
may be collected from the healthiest
plants and cleaned and saved for future
planting.

som end and bands of leathery scar
tissue. This occurs because cold
weather during blossom set has
killed certain fruit development
cells. It is common in larger tomato
varieties. Despite the irregularities,
these tomatoes are fine to eat.

Tomato hybrids are the offspring of
the cross of two plants with desirable
traits. These traits can include disease
resistance, cold tolerance, early production, vigor, and dwarf varieties. Seeds
that are collected will not be true to
the plant they originate from.

 Insect Pests: The most common insect pests include Tomato/Tobacco
Hornworm, Aphids, Whiteflies,
Mites, and Thrips. It is important to
identify the pest before any action
is taken. Unfortunately, most insects
are difficult to control with insecticides. It is generally recommended
that other predators and parasites
are allowed to control most of these
pests.

Common Problems
 Blossom End Rot is a dark, sunken,
water-soaked area at the blossom
end of the tomato. It occurs more
often when drought stress occurs
followed by excessive soil moisture.
Calcium deficiency is the major
cause and a calcium rich fertilizer
can be added to the planting hole
in the form of dolimitic limestone,
gypsum, or dry milk.
 Cracks in Fruit occur because of fluctuations in soil moisture levels. This
is quite common after periods of
drought followed by a long rain.
 Sun Scald occurs primarily on green
tomatoes and is due to a sudden
exposure to the sun.
 Cat Faced Fruit is misshapen fruit
with irregular bulges at the blos-

 Septoria Leaf Spot is a common
fungal disease that occurs early in
the season and produces lesions
with grayish white centers and
dark edges on lower leaves. It often
enters the garden from infected
transplants. A fungicide can be applied when the disease is observed.
 Early Blight looks like a ‘bullseye’ or
circular brown lesion. This fungal
disease occurs during warm, wet
weather and can progress rapidly
at any time during the growing
season. Leaves will turn yellow and
can prematurely defoliate the entire
plant. It is especially important to
remove and discard all infected

No Rain Date
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The Crosspointe Gardener
debris, especially at the end of the
season. Infected tomatoes should
not be eaten.
 Late Blight can also devastate tomato plants. The fungus is especially common in periods of cool,
rainy weather. It will slow during
dry periods but plants will continue
to defoliate when wet conditions
return. Maintenance is important
because the disease has the ability
to overwinter in the soil. It may
also be necessary to rotate tomatoes
to a different location in following
years.
 Fusarium Wilt is a soil borne fungus common in Virginia. It favors
late season warm weather. The best
control is to plant hybrids with resistance to the disease (labeled ‘F’).
Crop rotation and proper disposal
of infested plants will reduce fungi
populations.

 Verticillium Wilt is another soil borne
fungus that can survive in the soil
up to 20 years. Lower leaves will
turn yellow and wilt. V-shaped lesions will also occur on the leaves.
Ultimately the entire plant may
shrivel and die. The best control is
to plant hybrids with resistance to
the disease (labeled ‘V’). Crop rotation and proper disposal of infested
plants will reduce fungi populations.
 Root Knot Nematodes feed on roots
of plants causing swelling and galls.
This will restrict water and nutrient
uptake to the plant. The best control
is to plant Nematode resistant hybrid varieties (labeled ‘N’).

Fruit or Veggie?
I assume the most important question
to be asked about tomatoes is whether
they are a fruit or a vegetable. By definition, the tomato is a fruit. However,
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that it is

Saturday
May 16
8am–2 pm
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a vegetable. You decide. A very informational document describing care
of tomatoes is provided by Maryland
Cooperative Extension. You can find
it at https://extension.umd.edu/learn/
vegetable-profiles-tomatoes.
Beginning in May, Fairfax County
Master Gardeners will be available to
answer gardening questions at our Pohick Library as well as local Farmer’s
Markets. For a full list and schedule,
see http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
wp-farm-mkt.htm. Or you may contact me at 703.495.9027 or LN856@
aol.com if you have any questions
or problems regarding your garden.
Something new for me – I’ve created
a gardening blog, titled simplywithnature.blogspot.com. I will be adding my
Crosspointe gardening articles as well
as photos of gardens I’ve visited. Take
a look!
Happy spring and happy gardening!

NO
registration
required!

Just
join in!

May 2015

29

30

May 2015

www.crosspointe.info

Crosspointe Chronicle

Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) Training Here in Crosspointe
Larry Rice, Resident
ant to learn more about
disaster preparedness and
get involved with the community at the same time? This is just
such an opportunity! A Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
course will be conducted right here in
Crosspointe at the Glen Eagles Community Center. The class will be conducted Tuesday & Thursday evenings
starting May 28 and running through
June 25. Applicants of all abilities are
welcome to participate but you must
attend all of the classes to graduate.

W

This class is not affiliated with the
Crosspointe Homeowners Association. Attendance is open to all Fairfax
County residents 18 & older.
James Sobecke is the Lead Instructor
and will be supported by several other
CERT Volunteer Instructors for the
classroom instruction and the handson drills and exercises. James is a retired US Army officer and telecommunications engineer, with over 30 years
of volunteer experience in emergency
response and disaster preparedness
training. All of the CERT volunteer
instructors have many years of experience in the military and/or professional world, are trained instructors and
certified by the Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Department as Volunteer
CERT trainers.
As I write this article (in April) I
know of eight Crosspointe attendees
that have registered for the eighteen
seats available. This iteration of the
class is titled “CERT 98” (yes, the 98th
class) and is also being advertised by
Fairfax County as well. By the time
this article is published, seat availability may be very limited. If you are
interested in attending, don’t delay.

Crosspointe Chronicle

For more information about CERT,
visit http://www.fairfaxcountycert.org/p/
about-cert.html
To register for CERT 98 there are two
steps:
Step one is to create your Volunteer
Profile at: https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.
gov/custom/1380/ Participation as a volunteer at county events is encouraged,
but not a requirement for participation as a CERT member. Build your

profile. Then step two: Register for
CERT 98.
If these dates don’t fit into your busy
schedule but you are interested, CERT
classes are being planned across the
county on an ongoing basis. If you
have any questions I can be reached at:
reagan84@verizon.net
What do you do, if during a
major disaster, you call 9-1-1
AND NO ONE RESPONDS?

CERT 98 Class Outline

Date/Times

Unit 1 – Introduction to CERT, Disaster Preparedness, Disaster 		 Thurs, May 28
Threats in No. VA, Personal & Family Preparation
7:00 – 9:30 pm
Unit 7 – Disaster Psychology
Unit 6 – CERT Organization- CERT Organization and Documentation, 		 Tues, May 2
CERT Decision-making, Table top exercise – CERT command 		 7:00 – 9:30 pm
post simulation
Unit 3 - Disaster Medical Operations Part 1 - Recognize and Treat 		
Thurs, June 4
Life-Threatening Emergencies, Triage and Patient Record 		
7:00 – 9:30 pm
Keeping Classroom Drill – S.T.A.R.T.
Unit 5 – Light Search & Rescue- Search Techniques / Size-up
Tues, June 9
Conducting Search Operations - Classroom Drill – Area size-		
7:00 – 9:30 pm
up; search & rescue
Unit 2 – Fire Suppression - Fires Chemistry/Extinguishers
Unit 8 – Terrorism – Common Hazards

Thurs, June 11
7:00 – 9:30 pm

Unit 4 - Disaster Medical Operations 2 - Treatment Area Manage-		
Tues, June 16
ment, Triage; Head-to-Toe Assessments; Treatment Plan - 		
7:00 – 9:30 pm
Drill – Rescue/transport/TRIAGE/Treatment
Unit 4 - (cont’d)– Review CERT Skills
Drill – START/rescue techniques/TRIAGE

Thurs, June 18
7:00 – 9:30 pm

Final Exercise Scenario – Review – course critique, CERT Skill demon- Tues, June 23
strations (individual/team) Simulated Disaster Exercise
7:00 – 9:30 pm
HOLD IN RESERVE – MAY NOT BE USED

www.crosspointe.info

Thurs, June 25
7:00 – 9:30 pm
May 2015
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Community News
Attention
Moms, Dads, Grads:
A call to recognize our
community graduates

The Chronicle would once again like to
recognize all of our Crosspointe high
school or college graduates in our July
issue.
Send us your name, address, a photo,
the name of the college you will be attending and the name of the school you
are graduating from. Feel free to brag
a little...let us know your accomplishments, participation in sports, clubs, and
community activities.
If you are choosing a different path, tell
us about your career goals and plans for
the future.

Make a difference in your local community

Here are three great ways to help Lorton
Community Action Center help others
Andrea S. Clay. Director of
Development, LCAC

Grow a Row for Your Neighbors
Now that spring has finally arrived
in northern Virginia, many folks
are planting their gardens eagerly
anticipating the signs of summer—
vine ripened tomatoes, fresh squash
and juicy fruit. If you are planning
to grow food this summer, LCAC
would love to have your excess
produce! Consider planting a row in
your garden just for LCAC.

Please include a phone number where
we can reach you if we have any questions.

Or, leave a photo
and typewritten
information in the
community dropbox
located outside of the
Crosspointe Community
Center. Your photo will
be returned to you, if
requested.
All submissions due by
June 15.
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Volunteers do not need to prepare
the food—only serve it at the LCAC
office (9518 Richmond Hwy). A hot
lunch is prepared and delivered to
LCAC each day as part of a program
sponsored by Fairfax County and the
USDA. LCAC needs volunteers to
commit to a Friday (for training) and
then serve lunch each day the following week. The total commitment is 6
days between 11:45 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
and you can even bring a friend to
volunteer with you!
If this has piqued your curiosity, please
contact Kathy Noone, LCAC’s Director of Volunteers, at 703.339.5161, ext.
170 or Kathy@LortonAction.org.

Attach a photo to an email and send
it along with your information to
cp.chronicle@verizon.net.
If providing a file from a
digital or cell phone
camera, please
provide at least a
1.2 MP (or 1280 x 960
resolution) file size if
possible. If providing
a scan, please scan
your photo at 300 dpi.

kids right here in Lorton might do
without breakfast or lunch during the
summer.

Each of the 250+ families that
receive weekly food in the pantry
count on fresh produce to help
extend their grocery budget and to
prepare healthy meals.
Food can be delivered to LCAC
Monday–Friday from 8:30 a.m.
–4:30 p.m. If you have questions
about donating produce to LCAC,
please contact Stephenie Hart at
703.339.5161, ext. 120 or Stephenie@LortonAction.org.

Feed the Children This Summer
Imagine a room full of happy, smiling children seated around a table
eating a delicious, hot lunch. You
can make that happen this summer
at LCAC! While summer break is
welcomed by adults and children
alike, one lesser known fact is that

www.crosspointe.info

Support LCAC by
Running the Historic
Half Marathon on
Sunday, May 17
LCAC is an official
charity partner of the
Marine Corps Historic Half Marathon. Each year, this event attracts
thousands of runners to Fredericksburg. This year, you can run and
support LCAC at the same time! The
fundraising minimum is $200 which
includes your race registration.
If you have already registered for the
race, you can still fundraise for LCAC.
For more information, please visit
LortonAction.org or contact Andrea
Clay at 703.339.5161, ext. 150 or Andrea@LortonAction.org.
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Classified Ads
Cleaning Services
House cleaning: reliable, experienced,
good references, flexible scheduling,
reasonable rates. We bring our own
equipment. Weekly– bi-weekly–monthly–
occasionally. One-time, move-in/out;
offices. For free in-home estimate, call
Maryen/Raul at 703.321.5335
Exercise Bike For Sale
Mint condition Life Span C3 Upright
bike. Retail $800+, will sell for $400. Must
be picked up at Crosspointe home. Call
703.690.7344
Tax Preparation Services
Call Denise Carson, CPA, MBA, CGMA
at 703.909.7702 for an appointment.
Form 1040, Schedule A and one State
prepared and electronically filed - $399.
Students with one W-2 - Federal and
State electronically filed—$100. See all
services at www.experttaxes.com.
Taylor Construction
Specializing in home improvements;
general handyman, deck power washing, home repairs; roof repairs; interior
exterior painting; no job is too small. Free
estimates. Licensed, bonded and insured.
Call Rick Taylor at 703.690.0088.
J. Richard’s Lawn Service
Mowing, trimming, edging, clean-up, leaf
removal. Call Richard, 703.307.5577.

Devoted and reliable Babysitter/Nanny
with 8 Years of Experience
I am a junior at East Carolina University
majoring in Elementary Education seeking
full time employment this summer. I have
experience with children ranging from the
age of 4 months through 12 years of age.
I am available from mid-May through
mid-August. My references are available
upon request. Please email Kathleen at
Irwink12@students.ecu.edu for additional
information.
Dog Walking
Crosspointe mom will provide mid-day
walks for your dog and vacation-sitting
in your home. Cat and small animal care
available. Ten years experience caring for
Crosspointe’s animal friends. Reasonable
rates. Call Maureen at 703.690.3811.
SYC U13 United Gold Boys
SYC U13 United Gold Boys are
conducting tryouts for players who want
to play competitive travel soccer. We play
in the National Capital Soccer League.
Interested players call Beth Picardo
at 703.690.2939. Birthdays between
8/01/01–7/31/02.
Moving Sale
Large Sectional Couch- Like new,
beautiful, gold color. Zip off covers can
be machines washed. $900 Call Vince,
703.643.9255

The Crosspointe Chronicle
is on the website
www.crosspointe.info
and copies are available at the community center.

Residents:

Your submissions to this
newsletter are always
welcome.
Send your articles to
cp.chronicle@verizon.net
by the 15th of the month before
publication.
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The Open Space
is the
Association’s
yard. Many
thanks to
those of you
who clean up
after your pets.
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your Community

calendar

		

						
		

All meetings and events listed here are held at
the Crosspointe Community Center, 8275 Glen
Eagles Lane, unless otherwise noted.
All Crosspointe meetings are open to all
homeowners.

may
Sat. 2 Walk-in pool registration,
		 10 am–1pm
Mon. 4 Architectural Review Board (ARB) 		
			meets, 7:00 p.m.
Tue. 5 Pool Committee meets, 7:00 p.m.
Wed. 6		Open Space Committee (OSC) 		
		 meets, 7:30 p.m.
Thu. 7 Walk-in pool registration, 6–8 pm
Sat. 9 Walk-in pool registration,
		 10 am–1pm
Wed. 13 Board of Trustees (BOT) meets,
		 7:00 p.m
Thu. 14 Walk-in pool registration, 6–8 pm
Sat. 16 Walk-in pool registration,
		 10 am–1pm
Tue. 19 Walk-in pool registration, 6–8 pm
Wed. 20 Walk-in pool registration, 6–8 pm
Fri. 22 Walk-in pool registration, 1–4 pm
Fri. 22 Community-wide Bulk Pick-up
Sat. 23 Crosspointe Pools Open!
Mon. 25 Memorial Day Holiday—Office Closed
Tues. 26 ARB application deadline for
		 6-1-2015 ARB meeting
Tue. 26 Late pool registration, 6–8 pm
Wed. 27 Late pool registration, 4–6 pm

june
Mon. 1 ARB meets, 7:00 p.m.
Tue. 2 Pool Committee meets, 7:00 p.m.
Wed. 3		Open Space Committee (OSC) 		
		 meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 10 BOT meets, 7:00 p.m.
Mon. 22 Tennis Committee meets, 7:00 p.m.
Mon. 29 ARB application deadline for
		 7-6-2015 ARB meeting

For up-to-date meeting information visit
your Crosspointe community Web site at
www. crosspointe.info.
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Classified Ads
Next Issue

The next issue of the Crosspointe
Chronicle is the June 2015 issue.
Submit ADS by May 10.
Call the community center office
at 703.690.2321.

Original Oil or Acrylic Artwork
Great gift or decorating ideas. Very reasonable pricing. •Landscape Art •Wildlife
Art •Sports Art •Portraits. Call Carol
571.276.7599
Need a Babysitter?
Rising Crosspointe sophomore honor
student looking for babysitting jobs for evenings/weekend until school is out in June.
During the summer, available days/nights/
weekends. Itook Fairfax County babysitting
course and have a lot of experience with all
ages of children and have references. Call or
text Julia DeBrosse at 703.623.2407.
Moving Sale
Ranch Oak chests, door cabinets and corner desks w/ chairs. Perfect for boy’s rooms!
White Contemporary sofa, like new! Six
panel Chinese screen. Very reasonable
prices. Call after May 10: 703.690.6302.
Interior Decorating Advice
I can help with low cost suggestions in
ways to freshen-up your house. Small
changes make a big difference. Call: Carol
571.276.7599
Personal Training
Training women of all ages. Improve your
quality of life with increased strength, better balance and flexiblity. Certified by the
American Council on Exercise since 1999.
Contact Julie, 703.690.0607, or 3bacons@
verizon.net.
FOR SALE	
Bowflex Ultimate, home gym, excellent
condition, manuals, $2400 new. Asking
$800. Life Fitness X Series elliptical cross
trainer X9i, commercial grade, home use
only, excellent condition, manuals, $3800
new. Asking $1250. Offers considered. Call
703.505.1858.
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SAT Preparation for Juniors and
Seniors
SAT PREPARATION: SAT classes for
Rising Juniors and Seniors registering
now. Many students improve over 400
points. Strong SAT scores open doors for
both college admissions and incredible
scholarship opportunities. Please call
Julia Ross at 703.830.7037 or visit www.
JuilaRossPT.com.

B & A Cleaning Services
25 years experienced and owner operated.
Excellent references. Reasonable rates. We
bring our own equipment and supplies.
Offices cleaning available, for FREE
ESTIMATE and appointment call
703.501.9007 or email bc42happy@gmail.com
Seeking A Summer Nanny? CALL ALYSSA
DESMOND
Available at the start of May until mid-August. Undergraduate student at Christopher
Newport University. Years of experience as a
summer-long nanny and babysitter. Responsible driver. Willing to cook, clean, help
with summer assignments, and drive to/from
practices, camps, pool, etc. Comfortable with
pets—walking, feeding, etc.You can reach
me at 703.405.1380 anytime (call/text) or
email me at alyssa.desmond.14@cnu.edu
Students R Us Spring Yardwork Sign Up
Is Here!
WE CUT GRASS, NOT CLASS. No
pressure, no signed contracts. This season
we will donate $1500 to Wounded Warriors
Project from our yard work earnings. Our
privilege to cut Wounded Warriors lawns
FREE. First cut is FREE for all returning
customers with a new customer from your
referral. Our services include mulching,
mowing, aerating, seeding, shrub care, yard
cleanup, leaf removal, snow removal, junk
removal and repairing split rail fences. Call
Nathan & Luke for your free estimate at
703.899.6230 or e-mail f3819@hotmail.
com. www.twobrothersmowing.com
Professional Tutoring
20 years of experience. Grades 1–12 and
college. Math through Calculus, Science,
Spanish, French, English, History, Study
Skills, and Organizational Coaching.
Comprehensive SAT Preparation and
College Coaching programs. Please call
703.830.7037 or visit www.JuliaRossPT.com.

www.crosspointe.info

Power Washing!!!
Go from green to clean. Includes sidewalks, decks, fences; also deck sealing and
staining, deck & fence repair, exterior wood
rot, roof & siding repair, basement finishing, bathroom remodeling and handyman
services. Also storm doors. CALL—free
estimates Lic & Ins. 703.987.5096.
Japanese Maples For Sale
Crosspointe resident has several different
sizes of ‘Red laceleaf ’ JM at great prices.
These elegant trees will add beauty and value to your property. Please contact: Steven
703.863.8683 or steven.japanesemaples@
gmail.com
Free Piano!
Beautiful Yamaha upright piano made of
American Cherry with Queen Ann style
legs. Cabinet is in excellent condition;
piano will need to be tuned after moving.
Will give it to you for free if you pick it up
(will need a rented piano dolly, a low-bed
truck with a ramp, and about four strong
people to move it). Located in Crosspointe
on Silverline Drive. Cell number is
316.207.8514. Need to give it away by the
end of June.

To Advertise
CLASSIFIED ADS
 Resident Personal Ads
Wanted,

Services, For Sale, etc.
		 $5/35 words
 Lost/Found, Carpools, Giveaways
		 Free
	Resident Business Ads
$18/35 words
 Non-resident Ads
		$20/35 words
DISPLAY ADS
Business Cards:... $38
Quarter Page:...... $70
One Half Page:.... $115
Full Page:............. $220
5% discount on ads run for three consecutive months with no change. All ads for the
Crosspointe Chronicle MUST be submitted
and paid for BY CHECK ONLY by the 10th of
each month prior to publication. For information call the Crosspointe Community Center
office at 703.690.2321, M–F, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
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