December
2010
Jan.–
Feb. 2005

A Publication of the Communications Committee

Vol.23,
Vol.18,Issue
Issue101

Be part of our Board of Trustees
and stand for election
Stan Bozin
BOT Elections Committee Chair
Board Candidate Vacancies

F

ive of the nine Crosspointe
BOT (Board of Trustees) seats
are up for election and will be
filled at Crosspointe’s Annual Homeowners’ Association meeting in March
2011. These two-year term volunteer
positions make a difference in how our
Community will be sustained in the
upcoming years.
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What does the BOT do?
Crosspointe’s BOT has two distinct,
but related, roles in our community—
a business role and a governmental
role. On the business side, the BOT
is vested with executive authority over
the community’s budget of slightly
over $1.5 million per year and the custodianship of the community’s capital
reserves. In its government role, the
BOT is vested with power to regulate
(community appearance and standards) and tax (homeowners’ association assessments).
The BOT collaborates with Crosspointe’s standing and ad-hoc volunteer committees (Finance, Pool, Open
Space, Tennis, Neighborhood Watch,

etc.) and the Architectural Review
Board. It also strives to ensure the best
interests of Crosspointe are served
with respect to regional affairs affecting the community. In addition, the
BOT aggressively and continuously
searches for ways to control costs to
our community while preserving our
quality of life. This past year the BOT
was able to negotiate over a 16% reduction in our waste disposal costs for
the community.
Crosspointe is 24 years young. Age
brings with it requirements for more
and increasingly expensive repairs to
maintain our community to its desired
standards. To save our community
money and also enhance the value of
our individual homes, the BOT relies
on the community’s “Reserve Study,”
an analysis of the expected life and replacement costs of all of Crosspointe’s
common property and equipment.
How your dues are used to maintain
and improve the Community rests
with the BOT.

The commitment
If you are interested in helping Crosspointe remain an outstanding community in which to live, we urge you to
continued on page 3
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crosspointe contacts
Management
Company

Board of Trustees

Armstrong Mgt. Services, Inc.
3949 Pender Drive, Suite 205
Fairfax, V. 22030
TEL 703.385.1133
FAX 703.591.5785
communications@armstrong.net

Crosspointe
Community Center

8275 Glen Eagles Lane
Fairfax Station, V. 22039
Open Mon.–Fri.,
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
TEL 703.690.2321
FAX 703.690.8574
Community Manager
Robert Schultz
cp.manager@verizon.net

Howard Kaufer, President
703.690.7364
hkaufer-kfreeze@verizon.net
Bob Klocek, Vice President
703.690.2346
bobk357@verizon.net
John Cewe, Secretary
703.690.3534
john.cewe5@verizon.net
Brian Riley, Treasurer
703.690.6821
blriley@cox.net
Stan Bozin
703.690.4245
sdbozin@aol.com
Pat Ciarlo, 703.690.0269
peciarlo@verizon.net
Bruce Evjen, 703.690.0649
bevjen@alionscience.com

Assistant Manager
Phil Zampino
cp.admin@verizon.net

Rick Furiga, 703.690.0064
furiga2@verizon.net

Trash Contractor

AAA Trash, 703.818.8222

Larry Rice, 703.690.6101
reagan84@verizon.net

Committees
Architectural
Review Board

Amy Burton, Chair

Budget & Finance

Communications

Assistant Rep, Beth Egbert
703.690.3949
the.egberts6@verizon.net

VACANT

Neighborhood Watch

Gary Saturen, Chair
703.495.0674
gary.saturen@verizon.net

Open Space

Peggy Sleichter
sleichters@gmail.com

Carol Zub
zub.bunch@verizon.net

Civic Associations
Representatives

Pool Committee

South County Federation

Tennis Committee

Mount Vernon Council
Terry Weimer

Kevin Garrahan, Chair
703.495.0630
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As a member of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association,
you should receive a bill for the quarterly assessment about
two weeks before the due date. Quarterly assessments
remain at $210 per quarter, exclusive of pipestem assessments, and are due on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October
1 (these due dates never change).
Payments MUST be mailed to:
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
c/o Armstrong Management Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 7778, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7778
Do not mail the payment to the community manager or
leave it in the community center dropbox.
A $25 late fee is charged for payments more than 30 days
past due. Should payment not be received within 45 days
of the due date, additional collection fees will be assessed
to the owner’s account. Also, you may lose your privileges
to use the pool or any other Crosspointe recreational facility
until your assessment is paid in full.

Dive Team
Co-Representatives

Bob Falkenstein, Chair
osc.falkenstein@gmail.com
Kevin Swenson
703.690.8549
kkswenson@cox.net

Your HOA Assessments

Remember—you are responsible for paying your quarterly
assessment by its due date even if you do not receive the
bill. If you do not receive your bill, please call ARMSTRONG at
703.385.1133.

Rep, Jen Kirk
703.493.9529
jen.kirk@verizon.net

Phil Ciarlo, Chair
703.690.0269
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Swim Team
Representatives

Crosspointe residents may report parking violations on
public streets to Fairfax County police
at 703.691.2131. Crosspointe Swim and
Racquet does not control or enforce public
parking issues on the streets.

Lisa Adler
Robert Robertory, Alternate

The “Crosspointe Chronicle” is the official
newsletter of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association (HOA), 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, Fairfax Station, VA. 22039
Contents are for information only. Articles
express the opinions of the authors, not
the HOA. The HOA Board of Trustees, the
Communication Committee, the Chronicle
editor, and the contributors assume no
responsibility for errors, omissions, or
consequences resulting from information
provided in this or any previous edition.
The HOA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.
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Manager’s Comments

Snow reminders and a balanced budget
Bob Schultz
Crosspointe Community Manager
ecember already? Yes it is,
and here we are again with
shorter daylight hours, colder
temperatures, and everything that is
associated with winter in the MidAtlantic. Let’s hope that we don’t have
another Snowmageddon this year.

Once again I had the pleasure of
working with the committees, especially the Budget & Finance Committee, as a new budget was developed
and approved for the 2011 Fiscal Year.

Crosspointe residents are again
reminded the Association does not
perform snow plowing of the streets
within the community. We all know
that VDOT priorities for snow plowing place the residential streets, especially the cul-de-sacs, very low on their
list. You will remember the VDOT
representatives attended the Annual
Meeting and addressed this along with
their budget issues.

The budget was approved by the Crosspointe Board of Trustees on November 10 following a detailed joint review
session with the Budget and Finance
Committee on October 27.

D

VDOT’s telephone number is published with the other Important Community Numbers each month on page
3 of this newsletter.

Residents should be proud of the
conscientious manner and effort put
forward by those charged with developing and approving the budget.

Phil Ciarlo, Chairman of the Budget
and Finance Committee has written
an excellent article providing budget
details on page 5.
As the holidays approach Phil Zampino and I wish everyone a very safe
and wonderful holiday season.
Thank you.

Important
Community Numbers
Community
Community Center.................... 703.690.2321
Armstrong Mgt. (Fairfax)........... 703.385.1133
AAA Trash Disposal.................... 703.818.8222

County
Police & Fire (Emergency).......... 911
Police (Non-Emergency)............ 703.691.2131
Fairfax County Animal Control... 703.691.2131

Utilities
Virginia Power.......................... 888.667.3000
Washington Gas........................ 703.750.1000
Verizon..................................... 703.876.7000
Cox Cable.................................. 703.378.8400
Water Authority........................ 703.698.5800

VDOT
VDOT........................................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Snow Plowing)................ 800.367.7623
VDOT (Potholes)........................ 800.367.7623

To Report:
Missing Street Signs
(Fairfax County)........................ 703.934.2840
Outages, including street lights
(Virginia Power)........................ 888.667.3000
Abandoned Cars
(Fairfax County Police)............... 703.691.2131

Be part of our Board of Trustees
continued from page 1

run for the BOT. There is no particular
prior experience required and the time
commitment for members is modest. The BOT meets once per month
for several hours and each member is
expected to read an information package in advance of the meeting. Invest
in your future.

How to nominate
To nominate yourself or someone
else, please e-mail nominations to
the Crosspointe management office
at cp.manager@verizon.net. If you
nominate someone else, we will need
Crosspointe Chronicle

confirmation from them that they are
willing to serve if elected.
Please include, with the nomination,
a biographical sketch of the nominee. The biographical sketch, limited
to 250 words or less, should include
whatever information the nominee
considers to be in his or her best interest. The biographical sketches, subject
to editing, will be published in the
Crosspointe Chronicle, on the Web site,
and included with the annual meeting
notice and ballot. For examples of past
biographical sketches, see the Jan–Feb
2010 Crosspointe Chronicle.

www.crosspointe.info

Please direct any questions, either
about the positions or the nomination
process, to me at 703.690.4245 or email me at sdbozin@aol.com.
You may also direct your nomination questions to the Crosspointe
community manager, Bob Schultz, at
703.690.2321 or cp.manager@verizon.net.
Nominations must be received by
Tuesday, January 4, 2011.

I look forward to hearing from you.
December 2010
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Budget & Finance Committee

BOT approves FY2011 budget
Phil Ciarlo, Budget & Finance (B&F) Committee Chairman
he Crosspointe BOT (Board of Trustees) approved
a balanced budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 at its
monthly meeting on November 10, 2010. The budget covers the period January 1, 2011 through December
31, 2011. (See Budget on pages 6 & 7).

T

As originally planned, the FY2011 budget was going to
be balanced by applying funds from established operating
reserves to cover expenses that will exceed income. However, due to the successful BOT negotiation led by Howard
Kaufer and Bob Klocek during the community trash contract recompetition conducted this year, the community will
save $54,107 in FY2011 trash contract operating expenses
while maintaining our current level of service. This savings
will be used to cover other association operating expenses
as well as fund several community improvements such as
modest trail upgrades, community clean-up costs, and WiFi
installation at the community pools. As a result of the significant trash contract cost savings, the BOT did not find it
necessary to use operating reserves for this purpose.
The BOT also did not find it necessary to increase the
homeowner’s assessment for the coming year. Therefore, the
assessment will remain $840 annually ($210 quarterly) in
spite of the higher cost of maintaining the community’s aging infrastructure and assets and complying with increased
state government environmental and dam safety regulations. Maintaining the current annual assessment level continues the Association’s practice of increasing assessments
every three to five years, rather than annually. The Budget
& Finance Committee has advised the BOT that since this
represents the 4th year of maintaining the annual homeowner assessment at this level, an increase in the annual
assessment will potentially be required in FY2012.

Once again, the BOT did not find it necessary to increase
the homeowner’s assessment for the coming year;
therefore:

the HOA assessment will remain
$840 annually ($210 quarterly)

Crosspointe homeowners will continue to enjoy the amenities of our premier community at a cost of only $2.30 per
day, less than the cost of a gallon of gas. For that modest amount homeowners continue to enjoy professional
community management, maintenance of 13 community entrances and all common property areas and assets,
twice-weekly trash pickup, weekly recycling and yard debris
pickup, two swimming pool complexes, ponds, a community center, extensive hiking trails, tennis and multi-purpose
courts, and multiple tot lots. The assessment also ensures
the association’s financial reserves are maintained at a level
that meets financial audit and reserves study recommendations.
The FY2011 budget accommodates Crosspointe’s increasingly demanding financial requirements in the fiscally responsible and conservative manner that has been
a hallmark of the BOT since the community’s inception.
As such, homeowners are assured of a continuing focus on
adequately funding reserves, mitigating long-term financial
risk, funding a reasonable level of capital improvements,
and maintaining the community’s assets within established
funding priorities.

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Fiscal Year 2011 Budget
CROSSPOINTE SWIM & RACQUET, INC
FY 2011 APPROVED BUDGET
2010

2011

Budget

Budget

Grand Total Net Change

0

0

Grand Total Resources:

1,597,713

1,680,627

Management Reimburables

Grand Total Expenses:

1,597,713

1,680,627

Special Projects

Description

Description

2010

2011

Budget

Budget

Administrative
Management Contract

44,196

45,857

175,000

185,000

700

500

Pool Registration

1,000

500

BOT Expense/Minutes

3,000

3,000

Current Net Inc or Loss

(126,263)

(86,000)

Total Current Year Income:

1,295,950

1,289,950

Postage/Cert Mail

3,700

3,700

Total Current Year Expenses:

1,422,213

1,375,950

Office Supplies

3,000

3,000

Misc. Admin
Permits, Licenses & Fees
Replacement Reserve Items Summary

175,500

304,677

Replacement Reserve Interest

20,000

20,000

Capital Replacement Reserves

155,500

284,677

Operating Res: Trans out +/Excess in -

Legal Fees

500

500

2,650

2,800

15,000

20,000

Bad Debt Expense

8,000

8,000

Audit & Tax Preparation

5,925

6,150

Printing/Copying

5,500

4,000
7,000

126,263

86,000

Federal Income Taxes

7,000

Operating Res Transfer - CY Expenses/Cap Imp

75,000

86,000

State Income Taxes

3,200

3,200

Operating Res Transfer - CY Income

51,263

0

278,371

293,207

1,134,000

1,134,000

Master Policy

8,000

8,700

ARB Violations

0

0

D&O Liability

4,800

3,600

Collection Fees

0

0

Total Insurance Expense

12,800

12,300

340,000

273,554

12,500

11,000

Comm.Cntr Repairs/Maint/Painting

8,000

3,000

Security System

2,800

2,800

30,000

20,000

393,300

310,354

149,429

149,914

15,000

22,000

Fence Repairs

2,500

4,500

Irrigation Repairs

3,000

1,500

Open Space Other

5,000

3,500

0

5,800

Total Admin Expense

Insurance
General Assessments

Legal Fee Reimbursement

2,500

3,000

Miscellaneous Pool Income

10,000

10,000

Facilities

Associate Membership - Pool & Tennis

96,300

96,300

Trash Collection

Newsletter Advertisement

31,000

25,000

Janitorial Services

Community Ctr/Pool Rental

2,800

2,300

Operating Interest Income

13,000

13,000

6,000

6,000

Late Fees
Tennis Key Income

General Facility Repair & Maint

350

350

Foreclosure Admin Income

0

0

Misc Income Resale

0

0

Open Space

NSF Income

0

0

Grounds Maintenance Contract

1,295,950

1,289,950

Operating Transfer: Capital Improvments

75,000

86,000

Oper Transfer - CY Income

51,263

0

126,263

86,000

1,422,213

1,375,950

20,000

20,000

Cap Replace Res Transfer: Replace

155,500

284,677

Landscaping

Subtotal Trans from Capital Reserves

175,500

304,677

Total Open Space

1,597,713

1,680,627

Subtotal Current Year Income

Subtotal Trans from Oper Reserves
Total Current Year Income

Total Land & Bldg Expense

Grounds & Unpaved Trails

Heron Pond Maintenance
Community Clean Up Fund

0

5,000

Open Space Encroachment/Enforcement

0

1,500

30,000

25,000

2,500

2,500

Tree Removal/Replacement
Cap Replace Res Interest Income

Grand Total Resources:

6
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60,000

0

267,429

221,214
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CROSSPOINTE SWIM & RACQUET, INC
FY 2011 APPROVED BUDGET
Description

2010

2011

Budget

Budget

Description

2010

2011

Budget

Budget

Operating Reserves Contribution

Tennis
Tennis Court Repair/Main Expense
Tennis Activities (Social)
Total Tennis

7,000

9,700

500

500

7,500

10,200

Pool Operations
Pool Management

137,800

Pool Management, Contract Sep

3,000

Pool Repairs & Maintenance

30,000

20,000

Pool Chemicals

15,500

14,000

Pool Furniture

6,000

8,100

Pool Activities

3,000

1,500

750

1,200

195,813

188,200

Total Pool Expense

0

2,675

0

0

Capital Improvement Fund

0

0

Other Reserves (Legal)

0

0

Total Contrib to Operating Reserves

0

2,675

Oper Res Interest

13,000

13,000

Total CY Income Interest

13,000

13,000

15,000

25,000

140,400

2,763

Pool ID System

Operating Reserves
Risk Reserve, Fencing

Capital Improvements
Capital Improvements, OSC
Capital Improvements - Tennis

0

Capital Improvement - Landscape

Utilities

Capital Improvements - Pool

Electricity

0
60,000

0

1,000

15,000

86,000

26,500

26,500

Water & Sewer

8,000

8,500

Telephone

6,000

6,500

40,500

41,500

41,000

36,000

Social/Recreation Programs

2,000

1,500

Cap Replace Res Interest Contribution

Web Site

3,900

3,900

Cap Res Int Contrib

BoT-B&FC Vol Party

1,000

1,200

Community Patrols

10,000

10,000

500

500

Capital Reserves: OSC

50,000

43,750

58,400

53,100

Capital Reserves: Pool

0

72,927

105,500

168,000

1,254,113

1,130,075

Total Utility Expense

Community Programs

Total Cap Improve Res
Operating Expense - Other
Total Cap Improvements
Total Current Year Operating Expenses:

Newsletter Expense

Neighborhood Watch
Total Comm Program Expense

0
86,000

1,422,213

1,375,950

20,000

20,000

Capital Replacement

Captial Reserves - Management
Subtotal CY Operating Exp

0
15,000

Capital Reserves: Tennis

0

0

Total Cap Replace Res

155,500

284,677

Total Reserves and Improvements

175,500

304,677

1,597,713

1,680,627

0

0

Capital Replace Reserves Contribution
Capital Reserves

140,100

144,200

Total Contrib to Cap/Replac Reserves

140,100

144,200

1,394,213

1,274,275

Grand Total Expenses:
Subtotal CY Operating Expenses including
R&R Contribution

Net Income or Loss:

Invest in your community... Be a candidate for the

Crosspointe Board of Trustees
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Board Notes
Meeting: October 13, 2010
Larry Rice, Trustee
he BOT (Board of Trustees)
president called the October
2010 meeting of the BOT to
order at 7:00 p.m. One trustee arrived
at 7:05. At that time all of the Trustees
were in attendance.

T

ARB nomination approved
The ARB (Architectural Review
Board) nominated Ms. Robin Begg
as a candidate for membership on the
ARB. Having attended the requisite
three consecutive committee meetings
and exhibiting a solid understanding of the duties and responsibilities.
Mr. Furiga moved to approve the
nomination and Ms. Ciarlo seconded
the motion. Ms. Begg will serve until
April, then she will be considered for
re-appointment when the normal
staggered terms for ARB members
are established. The motion passed by
unanimous vote.

Resident time
 Path issues—Numerous residents
addressed the BOT regarding the
paths on open space. There was quite a
lively discussion. Much of it addressed
an unimproved path downstream from
the Heron Pond dam (Giles Run).
The Chairman of the OSC (Open
Space Committee) agreed to develop
further courses of action, working
with management to research possible limitations regarding watershed
issues and easements. Based on input
from the OSC and residents, the BOT
will weigh all factors as it prioritizes
maintenance and improvement efforts
across the community.

to deny the request to place a fence
on open space. To allow such an action would violate the Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions,
Article IV, Common Area.

Other business
The Trustees approved the minutes
of the previous BOT meeting as
amended, and reviewed and accepted
the most recent financial statements.
Committee reports from the ARB,
Pool Committee, OSC (Open Space
Committee), and Neighborhood
Watch were submitted and reviewed.
All were accepted by unanimous consent of the BOT.

Unfinished business
 School bus easement—During a
discussion of unfinished business,
management updated the Trustees
on the status of a request by a Fairfax County Public School official.
Previously, a request to enlarge a
“turn around” area for a school bus
on Crosspointe open space had been
presented to the BOT. The Trustees’s
initial concern centered on the size of

the proposed turn-around. The easement being requested far exceeded an
area needed for a bus to use as a turn
around. During subsequent discussions it would appear that the county
has accepted the BOT’s position that
the existing turn-around is adequate.

Trash & recycling contract re-compete—The BOT discussed analysis

provided by a subcommittee formed
to solicit and evaluate a follow-on
contract for these services. The BOT
asked management to conduct additional research and gather some
additional information prior to the
Trustees making a final decision.

 Pool expenditures—The BOT
discussed two recommendations
from the Pool Committee and voted
unanimously to approve expenditures
for pool furniture refurbishment and
resurfacing of a diving board.

Other business
In other matters, the BOT asked
management to solicit bids for interior
painting and new carpet for the Glen
Eagles Community Center.

 Rear yard fence request—An additional resident addressed the BOT
regarding his rear yard. After discussion, the Trustees unanimously voted
8
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Executive session
The BOT entered into executive session to consider several homeowner
requests regarding late fees. In two
instances the requests were granted
with a contingency. In the third
instance the request was partially
granted and also contingent on the
homeowner signing up for Auto Pay.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

Meeting: November 8, 2010
Brian L. Riley, Treasurer
quorum being present, the
BOT president called the
November 2010 meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. on November 8,
2010. All but one Trustee was in attendance. The last Trustee arrived at
7:20 p.m. The Chair of the OSC also
attended.

A

The BOT approved the minutes, as
amended, of the October 13 regular
meeting and the October 27 special
joint meeting with the BFC (Budget
and Finance Committee).
After the Treasurer’s report, the BOT
approved the financial statements as
of September 30. The treasurer also
noted that two certificates of deposit
scheduled to mature in November
will be reinvested at the best rate
available.
The Trustees reviewed and accepted
the minutes of the October 4 ARB
meeting and the November 9 Neighborhood Watch update.

Unfinished Business
 Trash and recycling contract—
After discussing four proposals for a
new trash and recycling contract the
BOT approved a new three-year contract, with two one-year options, beCrosspointe Chronicle

ginning in January 2011, with AAA
Recycling & Trash Removal Services
as presenting the best overall value to
the community. The new contract represents a substantial savings from the
existing contract for the same level of
service.

New Business
 FY11 Budget—After discussion,
the BOT approved a Fiscal Year 2011
(beginning January 1, 2011) budget.
The 2011 budget is presented in detail
on pages 6 and 7 of this edition of
the Chronicle along with an explanation by the BFC Chair on page 5. The
budget forecasts a very small operating income that will be transferred
to Reserves. The budget does not rely
on, or forecast, an Association dues
increase for next year.
 Community center painting—
The BOT considered four proposals
for painting the interior of the community center, less the faux-painted
sections of the walls and columns and
the wallpaper, and awarded the contract to J. D. Edwards Painting. Inc.
The cost of the painting is included in
this year’s budget.
 Pool Committee Guidelines—
At the request of the BOT the Pool
Committee submitted a very detailed
set of Pool Committee Guidelines
for BOT consideration. Rather than
engaging in lengthy discussion at the
meeting, the BOT secretary volunteered to restructure the submission
into the same high-level format
used for the other committees. The
Pool Committee Guidelines are
now scheduled to be reviewed by the
Trustees at the December meeting.
 Alarm system upgrade—The
community manager notified the
Trustees that recent phone line upgrades by Verizon may make it advantageous to upgrade the alarm system.

www.crosspointe.info

 Election Committee and annual
meeting—The BOT appointed
Trustee Stan Bozin as Election
Committee Chair for the 2011 BOT
election.
The deadline for submission of candidate profiles was set for Tuesday,
January 4, 2011.
The Annual Meeting was scheduled
for Wednesday, March 23, 2011 at
Silverbrook Elementary School.

 Community management
activity—The BOT reviewed
recent contract, maintenance, and
administrative tasks performed by
Community management.

Executive Session
The BOT entered into executive
session to discuss a proposed license
agreement for a parcel of Crosspointe
Open Space land upon which to
construct a cell phone tower, and to
discuss a review of Crosspointe accounts receivables to determine any
that should be written off as uncollectible. Following the discussion the
Board returned to open session.
 Cell phone tower—The Trustees took no action on the proposed
cell phone tower license agreement
pending receipt of a “clean” copy of
the final agreement and to notify the
homeowners nearest the proposed
location of the possible lease.
 Uncollectible accounts—The
Trustees voted to write off as uncollectible ten delinquent accounts,
including three accounts of former
owners that have been discharged
due to Chapter 7 bankruptcy and
two others that were non-bankruptcy
discharge accounts.
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

December 2010
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Open Space Committee

Fall Clean Up
Day a great
success
Paulette Kopstein
Vice Chair of the OSC
hank you to everyone
who participated in the
Fall Clean Up Day at Crosspointe on October 9.
Judging by the amount of trash collected it was a great success. Thanks to Bob Falkenstein, who organized this event,
a big dent has been made in cleaning up the trash around
our Crosspointe neighborhood.

T

John Sciacca and Boy Scout Troop 688 did the Silverbrook
Road right of way from Hooes Road to Rt 123. They also
cleaned up both sides of the earthern berm from Crosspointe Drive across Gauge Drive to the tennis courts.
Lori Barbour was the troop leader for Girl Scout troop
2287. The troop focused on the trail that begins on Cross
Chase Circle going toward the commercial center (Giant).
Two South County students (Alex and Shenia) helped.
Erika Deem and the Christ Church youth group collected
four (4) big bags of trash from around the property on the
Silverbrook and Crosspointe Drive area and in the woods.
Thank you also to Halley and Silverbrook Elementary
schools and South County Secondary for their help in
cleaning up the area around their schools.
We also would like to recognize Crosspointe residents
Deborah Kelly, who helped at Haley Elementary, and Ryan
Ferrell, who collected trash on the banks of Heron Pond.
Lastly we want to thank all the individual residents who
walk the trails and open space everyday and collect litter
left by other people. Thank you for caring, don’t you wish
everybody did?
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Neighborhood Watch

Watching our
neighborhood
Gary Saturen,
Neighborhood Watch Chair

Crosspointe update
Looking back: Halloween
How were your November holidays?
As this column is being written, the
Thanksgiving holiday is still almost
a couple of weeks away; however,
Crosspointe’s Halloween was both
safe and successful. As the holiday fell
on Sunday evening, the night before
a workday, many communities and
organizations celebrated on Saturday
instead of the official holiday. Others
held to the calendar and celebrated on
Sunday. That may be the explanation
for why the number of “trick or treaters” seemed fewer this year. Nonetheless, there were no reports of accidents
or other incidents in the community,
and that’s always good news!
Looking back: Summer
Looking back, our summer was also
a relatively good one in terms of the
reduced numbers of problems with
pranks and vandalism we often experience. Our BOT (Board of Trustees)
contributed to this relative success by
coordinating with the Fairfax County
Police Department to have uniformed,
off-duty police conduct late-night
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patrols in the community, with emphasis on locations and times when we
have often experienced problems. As
a result there were some traffic stops
in and around Crosspointe which
perhaps resulted in reduced speeding
and the potential of accidents. More
relevant, however, was the reduction
in break-ins and vandalism at Crosspointe facilities and on community
property.
Trustees support police and will
prosecute community vandalism
The BOT has asked me to share one
incident in particular with you. Obviously I’ll omit some of the particulars
as well as individuals’ identities. One
of the police patrols apprehended two
older teens as a result of a late-night
break-in at one of the community
pools. In this particular case, one of the
teens was a community resident and
the other a non-resident.
As part of the advance communication
and coordination of these patrols with
the Fairfax County Police, the BOT
had committed its support when the
police make an arrest and determine
that further action is appropriate. The
BOT therefore met it’s obligation to
follow-through when the arresting
officer in this case deemed the facts
sufficient to warrant action through
the court system.
It’s relevant to note that in the past
our BOT has taken a more lenient

www.crosspointe.info

approach. In fact, I was a member of
the BOT at that time, and made the
recommendation for the more lenient
response. I must tell you frankly, however, that the result of such leniency
was no price paid, no lessons learned,
and, since the word of these outcomes
always gets around, no reduction in the
number of incidents.
I therefore strongly support the BOT’s
determination this year, that there
must be a cost associated with these
incidents; especially since there is a
continuing cost in dollars being borne
by the community for the property
damage which occurs.
To conclude this subject, both of the
youths involved in this matter were
charged with trespass, appeared in
court, and were sentenced to a significant number of hours of community
service (not to mention court costs and
attorney fees).

Finally, The BOT has asked me
to restate its policy
that persons (including youth)
who are apprehended for drinking,
performing acts of vandalism,
or other unlawful activities
will be prosecuted,
and that Crosspointe will
fully support the police
who patrol the community.
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ing while intoxicated
(DWI) increased by
5% between 2007 and
2008.

The winter holidays are ahead
As we look forward to the winter
holidays, one of the realities we
face is that there are periods where
celebrations frequently involve consumption of alcohol, and when driving “under the influence” is a major
problem.
Here are a few facts reported by the
Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) on its Web site
(www.wrap.org), extracted from its
2009 report:
 Of the Washington metropolitan
area’s 310 total traffic fatalities…,
29.7% (92) of these roadway deaths
were alcohol and or drug-related.
2008 national statistics (National

Highway Traffic Safety Administration or NHTSA) show that 37%
of total U.S. vehicular fatalities were
reported as alcohol / drug-related.
 Local arrests for either driving
under the influence (DUI) or driv-

While the statistics
since 2008 reflect that
the DUI rate has been
decreasing due in part
to Washington, D.C.
metropolitan-wide
initiatives and efforts,
as well as initiatives by
non-profit organizations such as WRAP,
the problem of drinking and driving
continues to be a major concern.
Below are two programs you should be
aware of as we approach the holiday
season:

continued on page 14

On the enforcement side, the second major initiative in our area is:

Checkpoint Strikeforce
SoberRide, sponsored by WRAP,
provides a safe way home for wouldbe impaired drivers in the greater
Washington D.C. area, by offering a
free cab ride home up to a $30 fare.
(Riders are financially responsible for
fare costs beyond the first $30).
Users must be age 21 or older to take
advantage of this service, which operates during the December/January
holiday season, and covers residents
of Montgomery and Prince George’s
Counties in Maryland, the District
of Columbia, and Arlington, Fairfax,
Prince William and Eastern Loudoun
Counties as well as the cities of Alexandria, Falls Church, Fairfax Manassas
and Manassas Park in Virginia.
To take advantage of this service,
users must call 1-800-200-TAXI (8294)
or #8294 if you have an AT&T cell
phone. You cannot reserve or schedule pickups in advance under the
SoberRide program.
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If you watch television or listen to the radio, I’m certain you’ve heard the current
Strikeforce motto: “DRUNK DRIVING. OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.”
Checkpoint Strikeforce is a multi-state, zero-tolerance initiative designed to get
impaired drivers off our roads using checkpoints and saturation patrols when and
where drunk driving is most likely to occur, with concurrent effort to educate the
public about the dangers and consequences of drunk driving. The premise behind
this program is simple, there will be sobriety checkpoints, every week, everywhere
—in each participating state—so you never know when or where you may encounter one.
The current states cooperatively participating in this program include Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, The District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina
and Kentucky.
The program operates all year long, but features a six month period of intense enforcement (at least 1 checkpoint per week from July through December).
During 2007, for example, the program conducted just under 12,000 checkpoints,
through which passed 394,931 vehicles, and which resulted in 17,601 DUI arrests.
With this kind of coverage and
these results, it’s clear why the
statistics on DUI have taken a turn
downward. We’re well into this
enforcement program for 2010.
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Neighborhood Watch
continued from page 13

DUI Penalties

Concurrently state legislatures have been reexamining their
laws covering the penalties for DUI and other related offenses. In Virginia, new, tougher penalties went into effect
this year. Some examples:
 A first offense of DUI—blood alcohol content (BAC)
over the limit of .08—result in a fine between $250 and
$2500, up to a year in jail and/or your license revoked for a
year.
 Higher penalties for a first offense apply if your blood
alcohol content is higher. For example, on a first offense of
DUI where BAC is between .15 and .20 you will be sentenced to a mandatory minimum of 5 days in jail.
 If you refuse to take the test and are subsequently found
to have a BAC over the legal limit of .08 you will automatically lose your license.
 For subsequent offenses, the fines increase, periods of incarceration increase, etc. For example, a 3rd offense may result in the forfeiture of your car! This is a felony, for which
you may also be sentenced to as much as 5 years in jail.
 Finally, parents or other adults who provide, or aid under
age (21) persons in obtaining alcohol may be fined up to
$2500, and/or lose their license for up to one year.
If you’re going to drink, plan another means of transportation, have a designated driver who stays away from the
alcohol for the evening, or take advantage of the SoberRide program; just please don’t drink and drive. It’s just not
worth the risk of being apprehended. Even more important,
it’s absolutely not worth the risk of an accident resulting in
someone being seriously injured or killed, including or in
addition to yourself!
By all means enjoy the lights, the festivities, the company
and every aspect of the winter holiday season. But remember to be thoughtful family members and neighbors. Most
important, stay safe.

REMINDER:

Please trim back all tree and
shrub branches that obstruct sidewalks
and paths. This is required per the
Crosspointe Standards, Section VI
Property Maintenance Standards.
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Tennis Committee

Autumn and winter tennis
Kevin Garrahan, Tennis Chair
f the temperature is forecast to be above 45 F then you
can probably find Crosspointe tennis players on our
courts throughout the fall and winter as long as the
courts are dry and free of ice and snow. Just be careful to
watch out for any slippery leaves or ice patches. In order to
get the most out of your cooler weather play, some equipment changes are recommended. First, keep your muscles
warm by wearing several thin layers that you can take off
as you warm up. Vests are very practical because they will
keep you warm yet not restrict movement of your arms
and shoulders. Second, try wearing sun glasses and a hat
with a visor because the fall/winter sun is much lower in
the sky and results in a lot more glare when playing on the
northern side of the court. Third, try playing with a racquet
with strings at a looser tension. This will help give you more
power to offset the reduced power from with cold strings
and cold tennis balls. Playing with looser strings will also
help protect your joints (writst, elbow, and shoulder) from
added shock and injury in the cold weather since the rubber
balls will feel much harder in the cold and the strings will
have less stretch.

I

Tennis Tip of the Month
In keeping with our theme of cold weather tennis, here’s
a tip for winning points when it’s cold outside: Try to hit
more shots with slice (underspin). Slice shots are more
effective in cold weather because a cold tennis ball will not
bounce nearly as high as it would during warm weather.
Therefore, low slice shots will be especially effective because
the ball will hardly bounce up. Likewise, a drop shot will be
more effective than normal because the ball will not rebound as high.

Autumn Tennis photos
Above, top:
Raking and removing leaves
is a great way to warm up
before playing tennis. Leaf
removal team: George Wilson, Nadeem Sheikh, Kevin
Garrahan.
Above, middle:
Dave Duryea at net and Alex
Osborne serving.
Right:
Kevin Curry reaches back to
hit his serve.
Left:
George Wilson and Nadeem
Sheikh ready for action.
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Over 100 ghosts
and goblins came
out to celebrate at
the Annual Crosspointe Halloween
Bash on Sunday, October 24! The weather was perfect to help
kick-off the Halloween season for our record
turn-out. Many thanks go out to all of the
volunteers and vendors whose contributions make the Bash possible and such a fun
success each year!
Girl Scout Troop 374 did another amazing
job planning this family event to help bond
our Crosspointe community:
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Elizabeth Archer, Allison Belkowitz, Rebecca
Bloom, Kelsey Donovan, Rachel Epstein,
Nicole Frazzini, Julie Gibbons, Amadi Greenstein, Mary Harrison, Emma Henderson,
Saoirse Lucy, Eliana Nash, Ashley Shaw,
Chloe Sklar, Katelyn Sparks and Laura
VanHouten. We also had many wonderful
parent volunteers: Rita Archer, Lori Barbour,
Jon and Bonnie Bloom, Opa Gilliard, Paul
Frazzini, Pipi Harrison, Stacy Sklar, Jenni
Sparks and Ann VanHouten.
Our Haunted House was back by popular
demand! Ann VanHouten tirelessly helped
both Saturday and Sunday darkening
the Community Center and acting as our

www.crosspointe.info

wonderful Fortune Teller. Without Ann’s
tremendous help and the help of our other
amazing decorators: Stacy Sklar, Bonnie Bloom and Jenni Sparks, the Haunted
House just wouldn’t have been possible.
Girl Scout Troop 2887, led by Lori Barbour
did a wonderful job guiding the children
through the Haunted House and acting as
spooky characters this year.
We had several student volunteers help out
for Community Service hours and they did a
great job decorating, spooking and helping
in the event: Peyton Eckhardt, Valerie Fazio,
Clarisse & Gilbert Gaillard, Rebecca Lebedun, Annalise Schultz and Maddie Urtso.
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HalloweenBash!
2010

As we do each year, the Bash started with a
parade and costume contest with free Papa
John’s pizza coupons awarded to the “cutest,” “scariest,” “most original,” and “funniest”
in each of the three age categories. Thanks
our judges for choosing the following costume contest winners:

5 – 8 years old:

4 years old and under:
Cutest: Michael Williams (Cowboy)
Scariest: Kaden Spect (Ninja)
Most Original: Julianne Uppell (Cow)
Funniest: Tristan & Ryan Mihocko
(Thing One & Thing Two)

• Cutest: Katie Harrison & Katie Lenay
(Candy Corn Witches)
• Scariest: Jacob Shaw & Andrew Lee (Gangsters)
• Most Original: Devan Barbour (Shower); Ryan
Barbour (Washing Machine) & Liam Marinkovich (Dinosaur)
• Funniest: Darcy Dougherty (Ghost)

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Cutest: Lauren Delwiche (Candy Corn Witch)
Scariest: Nathan Beagle (Skeleton)
Most Original: Julia Sharkowicz (Queen Amidala)
Funniest: Robbie Kennedy (Dracula)

9 – 109 years old:

Our photographers, Jenni Sparks and Rachel Epstein took the amazing photos that
accompany this article and help document
the event. And, last but not least, thanks
to everyone else with helped with the
extensive clean up. Both the children and
the volunteers had a great kick-off to a funfilled Halloween week!
Maria Frazzini
* Extra Special Thanks
to Papa John Pizza who
contribute the generous
pizza prizes for the costume contest each year!
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South County Federation Report

South County

SCOOP

A Monthly Update
on South County Federation (SCF )
Community Involvement on Local Issues
Submitted by Lisa Adler
South County Federation Representative

SCF Meeting Notes:
October 2010
Campaign managers address
federation members
James Walkenshaw for Gerry Connolly and Tim Edson for Keith Fimian
spoke to assembled members. Walkenshaw shared some of Congressman
Connolly’s past successes for South
County, such as the Lorton land transfer in collaboration with Tom Davis,
breaking impasses to get the South
County Middle School built, and getting the Fairfax County Parkway done
to accommodate surrounding communities concerned about the BRAC
realignment/EPG site. He also spoke
of the economy, the 8 consecutive
months of private sector job growth
and of how Gerry is working with
Frank Wolf on his bi-partisan deficit
commission, illustrating Connolly’s
ability to stand up against his own
party when he needs to.
Edson shared Keith Fimian’s background as a native of VA Beach. A

18

December 2010

student at William and Mary, Fimian majored in accounting and was
the Captain of the football team. He
started out working for KPMG, then
began his own business called “US
Inspect”, now a large company doing
home inspections. Fimian would like
us to know that people in congress
are not businessmen, which is why he
is interested in getting into politics.
Edson also discussed that Connolly
doubled property taxes and voted to
give himself a pay raise. He said that
the deficit has tripled and spending is
out of control, threatening future generations. Fimian’s focus is on getting
the economy back in shape.

Supervisor Hyland reports:
Gerry Hyland was in attendance
and his first topic of discussion was
an update on the Helicopter Forum.
The military and other representative
organizations acknowledge that there
are 13 organizations which fly helicopters in the area. Four groups were
represented out of the 13 and none
were the ones supposedly responsible.
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The Army does not think they’re causing the helicopter problems; they say
they end flights at 10 p.m. The FAA
agreed to bring all of the organizations
with helicopters to the table to talk
about routes. A video was made of the
meeting and will be available to the
federation.
 The Visioning Committee for
Mount Vernon District wants SCF
input at some point but all committees are functioning. The Transportation Task Force will bring something to SCF at the end of the year.
 Area Plan nominations have moved
forward.
 Fairfax County has $43 million
from the transportation tax to widen Richmond Highway. The House
approved another $150 million to
widen from the Fairfax County
Parkway to Woodlawn Plantation,
however the Senate approved the
funding.
 Irma Clifton informed the Federation that Chris Caperton expects
a report in the next 3-4 weeks on
adaptive re-use for the Lorton
Prison reformatory site.
 In Laurel Hill, police have told the
community that due to their roads
still remaining on bond, they cannot enforce road violations.
 At the Nike Missile Site, the Park
continued on page 20
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South County Federation Report
continued from page 18

Authority has done very little and
has left buildings blighted and the
landscape overgrown.

Pat Herrity reports:
Pat Herrity was in attendance to offer
updates on Springfield District happenings and on the issue of changing
the sewer extensions. The county is
considering the burden of cost to be
as much as $100,000 per household.
Homeowners would be responsible for
this cost for over 20 years.
 On the ballot this November is
a transportation issue for “Metro
Matters” program to the tune of
$120 million. There may also be a
zoning ordinance issue for boarding
stables and riding schools, as the
equestrian community is looking
to receive a special use permit to
protect their interests.

Energy & landfill
Joyce Dowdy, Director of Disposable
Waste and Resource Recovery, spoke
to SCF on the energy and landfill complex. The county has had an
agreement with Covanta (originally
Ogden Martin) since the 1980’s. The
contract began in 1987 and the plant
was operational by 1990. For economic
reasons the county decided the plant
would be privately owned with a county option to purchase the facility and
now the county is looking into their
option. The county is currently studying the idea of purchasing the plant to
determine if it is in their best interest.
A good relationship is currently had
with Covanta whose agreement ends
in 2011, but they can request to extend
for five years to 2016.
Point of interest—access road restrictions are working for trash trucks on
Lorton Road and next year, at some
point in time, the South County Gov20
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ernment Center will have a remote
hazardous waste site.

Land Use
 The South County Chamber of
Commerce wants to restore a sign
on Route 1, north of Gunston
Road, that would list all of the local
civic organizations.
 The Sportsplex plan for the landfill area is still being pursued by a
group. The SCF Land Use Committee is not interested in a sportsplex or any new landfilling; they
do not want to swap a landfill for a
sportsplex.
 When SCF stopped meeting at
Gunston Plaza, KSI developers had
previously agreed to provide meeting space at the end of the town
center. Space is not needed now so
the current owners asked what they
could do to replace this proffer with
the following: improving the roof
on the new LCAC building; adding
a concession stand and bathroom
for the Lorton Little League fields.
It’s a $100,000 proffer and they are
in negotiation with a church that
has 5,000 sq. ft.; the church would
then make the space available to the
public.
 The Visioning Task Force for Land
Use are identifying and prioritizing issues. There is a lack of an east/
west connection and the Magesterial District is long and narrow.
The Task Force is also looking at
demographics in the area.
 Public Safety meetings will be
held on October 25, 2010 at South
County Secondary School (SCSS)
and November 8 at Walt Whitman.
The LCAC Gala is planned for November 6 at the Harbourview. The cost
is $150 p/p and there are various sponsorship opportunities. On November
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21, donate Thanksgiving baskets.
Check out www.lortonaction.org for
further info.
Sharon Bulova will be the guest speaker at our next meeting, November 2, at
SCSS at 7:30 p.m.

SCF Meeting Notes:
November 2010
Sharon Bulova reports:
Sharon Bulova, Chairwoman of the
Fairfax County BOS (Board of Supervisors) paid the SCF a visit. Here’s
what she reported:
 The 2012 budget. The BOS is currently working on the budget for
fiscal year 2012, which, according
to law, must be balanced. The BOS
increased the tax rate in 2010 to
make up for the shortfall in 2011
but our tax bills, for most of the
county, stayed about the same. The
BOS has held expenses at 2009 levels as they trimmed county services,
reorganized departments and held
the schools transfer to 1% this fiscal year (the state gave the schools
some money through adjustments
in the state retirement program and
the economic indicators). A total of
441 positions were cut. A 55 million dollar shortfall is predicted for
next fiscal year but the BOS has to
find a way to increase compensation
for teachers, firefighters and police.
A budget community dialogue
online concept, the “Do It Yourself
Budget Tool Kit” is available for
the community to weigh in on the
budget. Go to the Fairfax County
main Web site, find FY 2012 Budget, click on, and then find, Provide
Feedback on Line. Click there to
follow instructions. The site enables
input from individuals, communi-
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ties and organizations as they hold
discussions, take pictures of themselves or their group, take notes on
the discussion and submit to the
county’s Web site.
 Re-districting for our Fairfax
County magisterial districts will
change the landscape for a few
overcrowded districts. Crosspointe
residents live within either the
Mount Vernon or the Springfield
Districts, both of which are too
large and will be adjusted. 8,000
people need to be moved out of the
Mount Vernon District; not certain
how many need to be moved from
the Springfield District. The closest
districts that need to grow in this
area are the Lee and Braddock
Districts.
The re-districting task force finishes with their recommendations
in early March. The BOS will have
hearings March 29. The final vote
on recommendations will take place
on April 26. Recommendations
are then forwarded to the Justice
Department for approval. Primary
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elections may take place in August,
2010. I’m not certain how this shift
might affect our little corner of the
Springfield District, but it will be
something to keep our eye on. Representatives from the community
will form the task force examining
this issue, aided by county staff and
the county demographics office.
Sharon did mention that re-districting will be respectful of incumbents and not re-districting them
out. Supervisor Hyland, who was in
attendance, supports that as well.
 Covanta. The BOS is doing due
diligence and getting appraisals
to consider the purchase of the
Covanta incinerator. The window of
opportunity exists now because the
ownership of the incinerator ends
soon. In the meantime Covanta will
operate the incinerator for another
5 years, until August 2015.

Other news
 Equestrians in our area attended
the SCF meeting in support of
saving county stables. The federal
government is seeking to reduce the

www.crosspointe.info

current 46 stables they operate to
20. Affordable locations to board
horses are dwindling.
 Transportation is always a hot topic
in and around the nation’s capitol.
The Lorton Road widening and
realignment project is in the design
phase, with land acquisition to
begin next year.
The BOS has requested from
BRAC (Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission)
that $1.5 million be used to study
transportation along the Rt. 1 corridor. There is an old railroad line
that runs into Fort Belvoir from
the Springfield-Franconia station. BRAC officials are looking at
that being an express bus route or
extending rail.
Sharon supports HOT Lanes on
395 as they need to be extended to
Spotsylvania County and east to
DC on 395. Arlington County has
apparently stopped the project.
Officials are currently looking into
shuttle bus opportunities from
continued on page 22
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continued from page 21

VRE and Metro. The BRAC 133
center at Mark Center (off of 395)
and chosen by the Department of
Defense, is a nightmare. Solutions
are being sought for the traffic and
parking problems this complex will
cause. Congressman Moran wants
to restrict parking to hold off traffic
issues.
 The Lorton Police Station has been
moved up on the CIP, but it looks
like it will still be 5 years out. A
location is being currently scouted.

Supervisor Hyland reports:
Supervisor Gerry Hyland and Christine Morin attended the meeting.
Gerry reiterated the re-districting issue
and for his district. He’s guessing that
some changes will be made for Mount
Vernon from this area, but no indication of from where.
 The Alexander Company has been
chosen to handle the adaptive reuse project at the Reformatory site.
Supervisor Hyland suggested that
there is a $10 million dollar development gap in their plan…more to
come.
 The George Mason University conflict resolution center (Institute for
Conflict Resolution and Analysis or
ICAR) is open and serves up to 90
guests and staff. Their property is on
Mason Neck.
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 On November 3 there was a Meadowood Stables meeting. We do
not have information on how that
meeting went but Gerry did tell
us that he did not like their proposal as they’ve decided to do their
own. It will cost $2 million for the
county to maintain Meadowood.
 The Visioning Task Force for the
Mount Vernon District is ongoing and will have preliminary
recommendations to staff by mid
December, with final recommendations going to Supervisor Hyland’s
office in January. Recommendations
will be handed off to the BOS in
February 2011.

Schools
Dan Storck reported that it will be
another difficult school year with cuts
in staff, custodians, etc. The budget has
decreased and the system has 2,000
more students to accommodate.
Storck thanked Hyland, Connolly,
Bulova and the community, especially
Christine Morin and Peter Dickenson,
for getting the votes needed to build
the South County Middle School. The
school will be ready in January 2012,
but will most likely open in September 2012. The school capacity will be
1,250 students and any special programs in the school will not take any
space away from regular classrooms.
There will be advanced academic programs such as honor classes.
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Environment
Gloria Bannister of the Environmental
Committee read a resolution offered
for the Meadowood BLM Burro Farm
to remain as it is. There will also be a
highway clean-up on Rt. 1 on November 19 and participants should meet at
the Gunston Flower Shop.

Land Use
Linwood Gorham of the Land Use
Committee reported on the unused
proffer of meeting space at the Lorton
Town Center. Possible alternative uses
of the proffer for the community range
from bus stop shelters to a concession
stand and bathroom at the Lorton ball
fields off of Rt. 1. There has been no
resolution with the developer in terms
of the worth of the proffer to date.

Transportation
Marty Schirmacher of the Transportation Committee reported on legislation he is working on with Dave Albo
in reference to illegal road signs and
how to identify non-profit signs (i.e.
high school events). He also mentioned the need for horse trails from
the North side of Lorton Rd to South
part of the road.

LCAC Thanksgiving Drive is on. See
www.lortonaction.org for details.
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The Crosspointe Gardener

Winter tips for your trees and shrubs
Ellen Peterson, Master Gardener and
Horticulturist
t seems as if school just began and
now the holidays are just around
the corner. Time has flown past so
quickly, it seems like just yesterday that
we had the heavy snow storms of last
winter. If you recall, the first storm appeared before the holidays. I’m giving
you a heads up to prevent damage to
your trees and shrubs if/when ice and
snow come again.

I

Avoiding winter damage
Most winter damage to trees and
shrubs can be described as breakage,
dessication, or freezing.
Breakage is typically caused by wind,
snow, and ice. Frozen limbs are very
brittle and snap easily when bent in
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the wrong direction. If snow falls on
limbs, remove it before it can accumulate by sweeping the branches upward
with a broom. Branches covered with
ice may be propped up to let the ice
melt. Avoid stressing the limbs further.
Dessication, or drying out, is particularly damaging to evergreens. Transpiration (water passes through a plant
from the roots through the vascular
system exiting the leaves as water
vapor) still occurs during the winter,
though at a lesser rate. Winter wind
increases the rate of transpiration. The
plant cannot take up more water if
the ground is frozen. Discolored and
burned foliage or death can result. If
possible, water plants deeply on warm
days to provide additional moisture.
It is best to water plants as much as
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possible during the fall before they
become dormant.
Freezing occurs more frequently during the fall or spring when new growth
is susceptible to sudden frosts. It also
occurs during the winter when direct
sun exposure heats dark-colored tree
trunks during the day. At night, if a
hard freeze occurs, the bark may split.
The trunks of young trees may be
protected by shading them from the
sun or wrapping cloth or paper around
them. Plants that are sensitive to colder temperatures, such as broad-leafed
evergreens, may also be protected with
wind breaks such as burlap wrapped
around stakes.

Winter tips for trees and shrubs
Winter is a great time to prune trees
because the structure of the tree is visible. The main reasons for pruning are
to remove dead, damaged or diseased
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branches and to remove crossing
branches. Three rules to remember:
1. If you can hang your hat on the cut

branch, it is too long. Don’t leave stubs.
2. Don’t prune when the leaves are

falling or forming (spring or fall).

3. Please, please DO NOT TOP your trees!

Crosspointe residents continue to
damage their trees in this way. Topping means the vertical stem (leader)
and other primary limbs are cut back
to stubs at uniform lengths. Major
wounds remain that never properly
heal allowing the tree to become more
vulnerable to insect damage and decay.
Topping removes a huge percentage
of a tree’s leaves. The leaf surfaces are
required for photosynthesis and foodmaking to take place. Topping also
stimulates unattractive ‘water sprout’
growth that becomes weak and easily
susceptible to damage. If the height of
a tree needs to be lowered, there are
appropriate methods for doing this
and a certified arborist should be contacted. A tree that has been topped can
sometimes be carefully pruned to correct the damage, although scars created
will never completely disappear and
the tree will be much shorter-lived.
If you have a large evergreen blocking a window, consider replacing it in
the spring with something new and
deciduous. Just as tall deciduous trees
provide welcome shade and a more
energy efficient home during the summer, evergreens can do just the opposite during the winter.
Check the root balls of fall planted
trees and shrubs. Fluctuating temperatures can create heaving and the balls
can become exposed. Add a bucketful
of mulch over the roots if this occurs.
If you use salt to de-ice your walks or
driveway, be careful to avoid spreading
it on your plants.
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T

he holidays are here and I love to
decorate with flowering houseplants. They also make wonderful
gifts for friends and co-workers. With
proper care, these plants will thrive and
provide color throughout the winter.
Here are some general guidelines that
apply to all indoor plants during the
winter months.

Holiday Decorating
with Houseplants

 Water less frequently than during the summer
 Stop fertilizing
 Empty water from saucers after an hour
 Flowering plants should not be kept in dark locations for long periods of time
 Avoid drafts, heat ducts, and locations where temperatures significantly
fluctuate

The following are popular holiday plants to consider for your home
and gift giving:

Poinsettia (Euphorbia
pulcherrima)

Showy bracts may be red, pink, white
or many variations. Can be forced to
bloom again.

•
•
•
•

Light: Sunny window facing S or E
Temperature: 65–72 F
Humidity: Normal
Moisture: Water thoroughly when soil is
almost dry

Christmas Cactus (Schlumbergera
bridgesii) and Thanksgiving
Cactus (Zygocactus)
Produce pink, red, lavender, or white
flowers in December and November.
Plant sections are easily propagated
by dipping in rooting hormone and
inserting into soil.

•
•
•
•

Light: Bright light but not direct sun
Temperature: 60–70 F
Humidity: Normal
Moisture: Keep soil moist to the touch one
inch below surface

Christmas Pepper (Capricum
annum)

Produces oblong red and yellow fruits.

• Light: Sunny window facing S or E
• Temperature: 65–75 F

• Humidity: Normal
• Moisture: Keep soil evenly moist to the
touch

Jerusalem Cherry (Solanum
preudocapricum)

Produces long-lasting shiny red-orange berries.

• Light: Sunny window facing S or E (changes
cause leaf drop)
• Temperature: 60–70 F (changes cause leaf
drop)
• Humidity: Stand on gravel tray with water
below top of gravel
• Moisture: Keep soil moist to the touch

Amaryllis (Hippeastrum spp.)
Bulb planted in fall produces beautiful
flowers in many colors. Cut off spent
flowers and stalks to prevent seed production. Can be forced to bloom again.

• Light: Lightly shaded location until stalk
is 8˝ tall, then move to brighter, warmer
spot
• Temperature: Cool location
• Humidity: Normal
• Moisture: Keep soil moist to the touch when
in bud and bloom
As always, contact me at 703.495.9027
or LN856@aol.com if you have any
gardening questions or problems.

Happy holidays to all Crosspointe Gardeners!
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VDOT responsible for snow removal of
community streets

Information for the following articles
was taken from the Fairfax County
and VDOT Web sites.
he Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) is
responsible for removing snow and
ice from the thousands of miles of
public roads (interstate, primary
and secondary) in Fairfax County,
including Crosspointe streets.

T

Clearing is done on a priority basis,
with interstates and high volume
roads cleared first. Once the most
heavily traveled roads and emergency routes are adequately clear, snow
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crews move to less-traveled roads and
subdivisions.

owners on the pipestem. Snow removal is the property owners’ responsibility.

Public or private?

Sidewalks

Public roadways maintained by
VDOT can typically be identified by a
route number sign (a small rectangular
sign with black numbers on a white
background) posted at the intersection
with other public streets. If your street
is not identified with a route number
sign, it is most likely privately maintained. Snow removal on privately
maintained roads is the responsibility
of the property owners along the road
or the homeowner association.

Neither VDOT nor Fairfax County
clears snow and ice from public walkways (sidewalks and trails). While not
legally obligated, residents are asked to
help keep sidewalks safe. You should,
as soon as feasible, clear snow off the
sidewalks in front of your property so
that all pedestrians, especially school
children, those with disabilities, and
the elderly, may walk securely.

Pipestems
Pipestem driveways are privately
owned and maintained by the property

www.crosspointe.info

Please contact the VDOT Northern
Virginia District Office at

1.800.367.7623

to document complaints regarding the
post-storm status of your street.
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VDOT snow
removal
information
How does VDOT prepare for the snow and
ice season?
During the year, Virginia Department of Transportation employees
across the state get ready by stockpiling thousands of tons of salt, sand
and chemicals at strategic locations.
Equipment is tested and snow routes
are practiced. Crews get special training. Contracts are signed with individuals and companies with heavy equipment, and they are placed on standby
should they be needed.

What roads are VDOT responsible for
clearing?
The agency is responsible for clearing state-maintained roads. All cities
clear their own streets, as do Arlington and Henrico counties.

What should I do if there’s an emergency
and I don’t think rescue vehicles can get
through on the snowy roads?
Call 911 or the local or state police immediately. If they need help
getting to you, they will work with
VDOT to get the road cleared.

Why do plows block my driveway with
snow when they clear the road?
We are sorry for this inconvenience,
but in order to make as many roads
passable as quickly as possible, there
is no way to avoid it.
VDOT snowplow operators push
the snow off the roadway in smooth,
continuous passes. It ends up in gutters and on road shoulders, sometimes blocking driveways.
To avoid doing double work, shovel
snow from your driveway after a
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plow has been by. Shovel it to the
right of your driveway as you face the
road.

fine stone. Beginning around 4 a.m.,
crews prepare the roads for rush-hour
traffic.

How does VDOT decide which roads to
clear first?

Every year the street next to mine gets
plowed, and my street is passed by until
much later. Why?

Common sense dictates that roads
carrying the most traffic get top priority. Interstate highways and most
primary roads are cleared first.
Secondary roads with high traffic
volumes also get early snow-removal
attention. Primary roads, with one
exception, are numbered 1 through
599. Secondary roads are numbered
600 and up.
Snow emergency routes are Key
among the top priorities. These highways are designated by localities for
immediate snow removal so emergency vehicles can use them.
Once the snow stops and main roads
are clear, residential streets will be
sanded or plowed.

I sometimes see VDOT trucks driving with
their plows up when it is snowing. Why?
There are several reasons plows aren’t
always pushing snow.
Trucks may be spreading salt and
sand. They may be out and headed
back to the maintenance yard for a
refill. Or they may be enroute to their
assigned area.
Be assured that when it snows,
VDOT crews work around the clock
until roads are in good shape.

How soon will all roads be passable after
a storm?
Our goal is to make all roads passable
within 48 hours after a storm ends.
VDOT snow-removal crews work
around the clock until conditions
are safe for traveling. At night, hills
and trouble spots are covered with
abrasives such as sand, cinders or

www.crosspointe.info

Many subdivisions have more than
one snowplow assigned to clear their
streets. If the plow you see doesn’t get
to your street, it means another one
has been assigned to your part of the
neighborhood and will be along soon.

Why doesn’t VDOT put salt on the roads
before it snows?
Putting salt on roads prior to a snowfall wastes time and money since the
salt blows right off the highway.
Salt is most effective after the snow
has accumulated about an inch and
the temperature is 20 degrees Fahrenheit or higher. Under these conditions, the salt and snow will mix,
melting the snow into a slush that
can be plowed off the pavement.
This melting occurs within two
hours, or sooner if traffic is using the
highway. If the temperature is below
20F, the salt will not melt the snow
and ice, so other methods are used.
Abrasives are put down to aid traction, and calcium chloride can be
added to melt the ice and snow.

How can I get my street on VDOT’s list of
roads to be plowed?
There is no such list. If the road is a
state road, VDOT is responsible for
clearing it.
Please check out the below Web
sites for more information on snow
removal protocol and procedures:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/
navbar/faqs/snowremoval.htm
http://www.virginiadot.org/info/faq-snowremoval.asp
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Change
to ARB
application
submission
Beginning in December, the deadline
for ARB application submissions will
now be the Monday prior to the ARB
meeting (The previous deadline was
Wednesdays before the meeting).
Any applications submitted after that
date will be considered a post deadline
application, which may or may not be
looked at by the ARB at their meeting. If the ARB does not review a post
deadline application at their meeting,
the application will be placed on the
agenda for the next scheduled ARB
meeting.
Questions? Want to make sure your
application is complete? Contact
the community center office at
703.690.2321.

Selling your home?
Obtaining a
disclosure packet

The Virginia Property Owner’s
Association Act (POAA) requires
property owners who live in a community association and are
selling their home to
obtain an association
disclosure packet
and to provide it to
the new purchaser. If
you are preparing to
sell your home, you
may obtain this disclosure
packet by going online at
www.armstrong-mgt.com.
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Community News

Equity For Silverbrook Kindergarten
Joana Garcia
ntil recently the Fairfax
County Public School
System (FCPS) has been
implementing Full Day Kindergarten (FDK) in all elementary schools
in the county. Studies have shown
Full Day Kindergarten to have many
benefits over Half Day such as higher
achievement and faster gains in
literacy and mathematics. Children
who attend Silverbrook Elementary
are required to cover the same exact
curriculum in 3 hours as those in Full
Day who attend school for 6 hours.

U

Currently the school board has completely implemented 100 elementary
schools but has no plan to implement
the remaining 37. Parents for Full
Day K is a growing grassroots group
began by parents in our own Crosspointe community. We are urging
the School Board to make Full Day
Kindergarten a priority in this year’s

budget and to develop a plan for the
implementation of the remaining
elementary schools. We also believe
since Silverbrook was due for implementation this past Fall, we should be
implemented this coming fall.
As we all know, FCPS is a top rated
school system and offers many great
programs. However, there are students in 37 schools who will not
receive the same benefit of Full
Day Kindergarten as the rest of the
county. We need your help to make
this happen. Please take a few minutes and sign an online petition at
http://tinyurl.com/2elxba4 and join the
Full Day K yahoo group to show
support by contacting Georgia Clark
at gcnjc@aol.com. Full Day Kindergarten implementation needs to be
reinstated and made a priority please
help us to achieve equity for our littlest citizens.

New vdot 24 hour call center opens
Reach the VDOT Customer Service Center by calling 1-800-FOR-ROAD
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has established a Customer
Service Center to take calls and answer transportation questions 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. You can dial 1.800.FOR.ROAD (1-800.367.7623) from anywhere
in the state to report road hazards, ask transportation questions, or get information
related to Virginia’s roads.
1.800.FOR.ROAD (1-800.367.7623) is the latest VDOT resource that citizens can
use to report potholes, ask questions about road work, or request maintenance
services.
Virginians should continue to dial 511 to get information about traffic and road
conditions. This up to the minute traffic information is also available online at
www.511virginia.org.
The VDOT Customer Service Center is located in Salem with a satellite office in
Northern Virginia. The center is staffed by 25 employees and handles up to 1,000
calls a day. On average, each call is answered in approximately 28 seconds.

www.crosspointe.info

Crosspointe Chronicle

Snack with Santa
Saturday, December 11
Crosspointe Community Center
There will be caroling, crafts,
snacks and of course, Santa!

Scouting for Food helps families in
need during the holiday season
Bennett Casciano

O

n November 6, Boy Scout Troop 994 teamed up with Cub Scout Pack
2000 for the annual bag distribution to the Crosspointe neighborhoods.
The following weekend, the scouts picked up over 160 bags full of
canned goods and delivered them to the local LCAC. With the help of all those
who contributed, LCAC is able to help families in need during this holiday
season.

Pick from three times to meet with Santa:
9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $5/per child
To reserve a space, e-mail your preferred time
slot and # of children attending to
cp.santa@yahoo.com.
Seating is LIMITED! Drop off your $5 dollar
check at the office, place it in the drop box, or
mail it to: Crosspointe Community Center,
8275 Glen Eagles Lane,
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
WE CAN ONLY ACCEPT CHECKS OR
MONEY ORDERS.
To help, contact Maria at 703.690.3343
or thefrazzinis@cox.net.

Residents:
Your submissions to this
newsletter are always welcome.
Send your articles to cp.chronicle@
verizon.net by the 15th of the
month before publication.
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Classified Ads
Juanita’s Cleaning Service

House cleaning, reliable, experienced.
Good references, resonable rates. We bring
our own equipment. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, occasionally, one-time. For a
free in home estimate, please call me at
703.913.4285 or 571.334.3713.

Home Improvements & Handyman
Services
Full service electrical, remodel kitchens
& baths, finish your basement, painting,
caulking, drywall & patchwork, wood rot,
doors, windows, decks & deck repairs,
flooring, duct cleaning, and more! Call
703.296.2867.

Affordable Computer Repair
Service

Providing computer repair and data recovery since 1998. Expert wireless network
setup. Expert infection removal. Microsoft Certified. Contact Kevin Dahlke at
703.314.7531. www.pc-tech4you.com

Sylvia’s Cleaning Service

Looking for a Fun Flexible
Part Time Job?

Love pets and animals of all types? Local dog walking and pet sitting company is
currently hiring adult women. Competitive
pay and fun work environment! Please call
Missy, 703.473.9768.

Taylor Construction

Specializing in home improvements; general
handyman, deck power washing, home
repairs, interior and exterior painting; no
job is too small. Free estimates. Licensed,
bonded and insured. Call Rick Taylor at
703.690.0088.

Basement, Baths, Kitchens

Drywall finishing & repair exterior wood rot,
tile, deck & fence repair, e-gress windows,
framing crown molding & more. Small jobs
welcome, call 703.987.5096 for free estimate.
36 years experience, licensed & insured, lots
of references.

G&S Carpet Cleaning

House Cleaning: reliable, experienced,
good references. Each visit I will change
towels and sheets (no extra charge). Maryland, D.C., Virginia. Call 301.972.5402 or
301.498.8486 (cell) Free Estimates

Professional steam cleaning at an affordable
price. Services include: rug and furniture
cleaning, pet stain and odor treatments,
water damage restoration. Licensed and
insured. Three (3) areas, $60; 8 areas, $90; 10
areas, $150. Please call 703.987.0359

Part-Time Baby Care

AK Painting

Seeking non-smoker with baby care skills,
4 days per week from approx. 2–6 pm in
home in Crosspointe. Respond with hourly
rate to jrashka@verizon.net.

For home improvement, interior and exterior
painting, carpentry, rotting wood repairs,
bathrooms, and hardwood floors. Call A.K.
Naimy, 703.378.1521.

your Community

calendar

All meetings and events listed here are
held at the Crosspointe Community
Center, 8275 Glen Eagles Lane, unless
otherwise noted. All Crosspointe
meetings are open to all homeowners.

December
Wed. 1 Open Space Committee meets,
		 7:30 p.m.
Mon. 6		 ARB application deadline for
		 12-13-2010 ARB meeting
Wed. 8 Board of Trustees meets, 7:00 p.m
Sat. 11 Snack with Santa
Mon. 13 Architectural Review Board 		
		 meets, 7:00 p.m.
Thu. 23 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY–office closed
Fri. 24		CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY–office closed
Fri. 31 NEW YEARS EVE–office closed

January
Mon. 3
		
Wed. 5
		
Mon. 10
		
Wed. 12
Mon.17		
Mon. 31
		

ARB application deadline for
1-10-2010 ARB meeting
Open Space Committee meets,
7:30 p.m.
Architectural Review Board 		
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees meets, 7:00 p.m.
MLK HOLIDAY-office closed
ARB application deadline for
2-7-2010 ARB meeting

FEBRUARY
Wed. 2
		
Mon. 7
		
Wed. 9

Open Space Committee meets,
7:30 p.m.
Architectural Review Board 		
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees meets, 7:00 p.m.

For up-to-date meeting information visit
your Crosspointe community Web site at
www. crosspointe.info.

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Classified Ads

Next Issue

The next issue of the Crosspointe
Chronicle is the February 2011 issue.
Submit ADS by January 10.
Call the community center office
at 703.690.2321.

House Cleaning Available

Reliable, good references, experienced. Flexible schedule. Reasonable rates. I provide
services for residents, window cleaning, and
move in/out customers. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly and occasionally. For a free in-home
estimate call Dalila.at 703.354.6272 anytime.

Professional Pet Sitter/Dog Walker

Going out of town? Long hours at work?
Don’t put your best friend in a cage! Let
Anytime Pet Care pamper your pets while
you work and play! Competitive rates/exceptional service. Bonded & insured. Call today!
571.235.1484.

Fabrications Custom Interior
Fashions

…can help you select beautiful fabrics and
create the perfect designs for your window
treatments. Superior workmanship, professional installations, references. Call Sherry at
703.495.0370. www.fabricationscif.com.

Cleaning Services

House cleaning: reliable, experienced, good
references, flexible scheduling, reasonable rates. We bring our own equipment.
Weekly—bi-weekly—monthly—occasionally.
One-time, move-in/out; offices. For free
in-home estimate, call Maryen/Raul at
703.321.5335.

Electrical Work

New circuits, switches, outlets, standard & recessed lighting, ceiling fans, tubs/spas, service
upgrades, buyer/seller services, basements,
home inspection services! Licensed, insured!
Call 703.296.2867.

Wholesale Jewelry

NovaGold specializes in buying and selling
gold, gems, and estates. We can come to you
as a private transaction or visit us in our gem
lab inside Eddie Greenan Jewelers, Springfield, VA. Jamie Grasso, Gold & Estate Buyer,
Jamie@novagoldllc.com, 703.585.8004.

Happy Holidays!
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Tax Preparation

Tax returns prpepared professionally by CPA
and Enrolled Agent with over 22 years experience. Specialist in Individual Taxation and IRS
Examination (audit). Call Syd Hasan, CPA,
EA, at 703.690.2600 or e-mail to SydCorp@
aol.com.

Tree Services
Fall and Winter Specials: tree and shrub trimming, shaping and removal; stump removal.
25 years landscaping experience, professional
urban forester. Reasonable rates. References
available. Call Ray at 703.569.3415.

Personal Training

Start your new year off right! I’m a nationally certified personal trainer and nutrition
counselor with 10 years of experience. Are you
ready to be a success story? Call 703.646.5430
or e-mail Christie@FoxyBodyFitness.com.

R.R. Home Improvement

22 years experience, very low rates. We do
painting, drywall, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, floors and general household repairs. Call at
703.801.9151 or 703.495.0781. Visit our Web
site rrhomeimprove.com.

Richard’s Painting and Wallpapering

Exterior & interior painting, 20 years experience. Excellent References. Carpentry,
drywall, repair, powerwashing, staining, sealing.
Licensed & insured. Web site: rrhomeimprove.
com. Call for FREE ESTIMATE, 703.495.0956 or
703.501.9007 (cell).

Professional English/Writing Tutor

State certified, 7–12. MA English; TeacherConsultant, Northern Virginia Writing
Project. Nine years experience—all ability
levels. Assistance in writing, literature, reading
comprehension, study skills vocabulary. Ginny
Kochis—703.909.7425; thewritingwell@
earthlink.net.

Concerned about your Bradford Pear
Tree(s)?

ForesTreeConsultants have fifteen years of
experience trimming Bradford pears properly
to make them safe and beautiful. Call Ray at
703.569.3415.

Car For Sale

1st Caller gets it! Perfect Condition Ford
Escape XLT - 2005 - Best Little SUV there
is.. Powerful 4x4 - V6 - Dances Thru Snow/
High Water - Good On Gas. (We own 4 Ford
Escapes.) No dents or accidents ever. 5-Star
safety - Sapphire Blue—only 10k! Call ASAP,
703.690.1177.
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A&R Contracting

Specializing in finished basements and baths.
We also do any home improvements and
repairs. Small jobs are just as important as big
jobs to us. Licensed and insured. Call Robert
at 703.221.8155 or 703.629.0362 (cell)

Professional Tutoring

UVA-trained tutor available to support students in grades 7–12 and college. Math (PreAlgebra through Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus), Spanish, French, English, History, Study
Skills. Comprehensive SAT Preparation and
College Coaching programs. Please call Julia
Ross at 703.830.7037. www.juliarossprofessionaltutoring.com

For Sale

Pampered Chef cookie press - never used.
Kitchen Aid ice cream maker attachment slightly used. Other like new items. E-mail
for list - angfabian@verizon.net.

To
Advertise
CLASSIFIED ADS

 Resident Personal Ads
 Wanted, Services, For Sale, etc.
		 $5/35 words
 Lost/Found, Carpools, Giveaways
		 Free
 Resident Business Ads
$18/35 words
 Non-resident Ads
		 $20/35 words

DISPLAY ADS

Business Cards:......... $38
Quarter Page:............ $70
One Half Page:.......... $115
Full Page:................... $220
5% discount on ads run for three consecutive months with no change.
All ads for the Crosspointe Chronicle MUST
be submitted and paid for BY CHECK ONLY by
the 10th of each month prior to publication.
A typesetting charge will be assessed for any
advertisement not meeting our standards
for size, clarity, content, accuracy, etc. To
avoid this additional charge, call to secure
pre-approval of your ad. For information call
the Crosspointe Community Center office at
703.690.2321, M–F, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
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