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Crosspointe’s 2010 Annual
meeting and election held
on Wednesday, March 24
Bob Schultz, Community Manager
Homeowners elected the following 4
members to the Board of Trustees:
Bob Klocek, Stan Bozin, Brian Riley
and Bruce Evjen.
Those attending heard from numerous speakers including Congressman
Connolly, State Senator Barker, State
Delegate Albo, and others.
A thank you to everyone who attended
this great event.
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Snow removal in Crosspointe
Howard Kaufer, President
Crosspointe BOT
t is certainly not news that we endured a record amount of snowfall
this past winter. Now that spring
has arrived, the Board of Trustees
(BOT) would like to take this opportunity to talk about a timely subject
—snow removal from Crosspointe.
The BOT sent numerous requests to
VDOT and our elected oﬃcials to
make sure that Crosspointe streets
were not ignored.

I

We rely on the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT) to plow
our streets. The one exception is that
we have our landscaping contractor plow the Glen Eagles parking lot
because VDOT is not responsible for
that area, and because we want our onsite managers to be able to continue
conducting Crosspointe business.
As a result of a few e-mails I received
from homeowners demanding that
we hire a contractor for snow removal in the future, and because of
VDOT’s performance this year, the
BOT looked into the ramiﬁcations
of contracting for snow removal. We
concluded that it would be unwise
and potentially risky for Crosspointe
to contract for snow removal. Aside
from the fact that this was an unusual
winter, there are legal, practical, and

budgetary concerns that favor the
status quo.
First, it would be a mistake to act
based on a worst case scenario, such as
this past record breaking winter. Not
only did we have record snow, only
three winters in the last 19 have had
snow approaching what we had last
winter.
Using snowfall at Reagan National
Airport as a guide, we average 15.2
inches of snow per winter; there is
practically no snow in many winters.
The figures are below:
 1991-92 ......6.6

 2001-02 .......3.2

 1992-93 .... 11.7

 2002-03 .... 40.4

 1993-94 .... 13.2

 2003-04 .... 12.4

 1994-95 .... 10.1

 2004-05 .... 12.5

 1995-96 .... 46.0

 2005-06 .... 13.6

 1996-97 ......6.7

 2006-07 .......9.5

 1997-98 ......0.1

 2007-08 .......4.9

 1998-99 .... 11.6

 2008-09 .......7.5

 1999-00 .... 15.4

 2009-10 .... 55.9

 2000-01 .......7.4
 Lowest Snowfall Year - 0.1 inches
1972-1973 and 1997-1998
 Highest Snowfall Year 55 inches 2009-10
 Average Snowfall 15.2 inches

continued on page 1
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Snow removal in Crosspointe

crosspointe contacts
Management
Company

Board of Trustees

Armstrong Mgt. Services, Inc.
3949 Pender Drive, Suite 205
Fairfax, V. 22030
TEL 703.385.1133
FAX 703.591.5785
communications@armstrong.net

Howard Kaufer, President
703.690.7364
hkaufer-kfreeze@verizon.net
Alan Sullivan, Vice President
703.690.0650
alan.sullivan@lmco.com
Bob Klocek, Secretary
bobk357@verizon.net

Crosspointe
Community Center
8275 Glen Eagles Lane
Fairfax Station, V. 22039
Open Mon.–Fri.,
9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
TEL 703.690.2321
FAX 703.690.8574
Community Manager
Robert Schultz
cp.manager@verizon.net

Brian Riley, Treasurer
703.690.6821
blriley@cox.net
Larry Rice, 703.690.6101
reagan84@verizon.net
John Cewe, 703.690.3534
cewejalex@erols.com
Pat Ciarlo, 703.690.0269
peciarlo@cox.net
Bruce Evjen, 703.690.0649
bevjen@alionscience.com

Assistant Manager
Phil Zampino
cp.admin@verizon.net

Rick Furiga, 703.690.0064
furiga2@cox.net

Trash Contractor
AAA Trash, 703.818.8222

Committees
Architectural
Review Board

Swim Team
Representatives

Jim Fletcher, Chair
jamesfletcher1@cox.net

Rep, Jen Kirk
703.493.9529
jen.kirk@verizon.net

Budget & Finance

Assistant Rep, Beth Egbert
703.690.3949
the.egberts6@verizon.net

Communications
VACANT

Dive Team
Co-Representatives

Neighborhood Watch

Peggy Sleichter
sleichters@cox.net

Open Space
Greg Pickell, Chair
703.690.4899
gpickell@msn.com

Civic Associations
Representatives
South County Federation

Pool Committee

Lisa Adler
Robert Robertory, Alternate

Kevin Swenson, 703.690.8549
kkswenson@cox.net

Mount Vernon Council

Tennis Committee
Kevin Garrahan, Chair
703.495.0630
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Carol Zub
zub.bunch@verizon.net
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VACANT

From a legal standpoint, the Virginia Code provides that
private parties are not authorized to plow state-owned
streets, such as those in Crosspointe without prior permission from VDOT. Of greater concern is the potential
liability that we would be incurring. Plows are not perfect.
They can get stuck, something we witnessed here, and they
can hit unintended objects. If a plow damaged someone’s
property, or worse, Crosspointe could be held liable. The
BOT is not willing to take this risk.
As a practical matter, contracting for snow removal might
not get our streets plowed any faster. Qualiﬁed snow
removal contractors normally have contracts with VDOT,
which would take priority over the ﬁrms’ private contracts.
I have been told that in one instance, we were plowed by
VDOT days before South Run was plowed by its independent contractor. It would be diﬃcult to justify paying for a
service, but having a neighboring community plowed ﬁrst
and for free.
No discussion of snow removal would be complete without
mentioning cost. Crosspointe has 77 streets, many quite
long. Just to do the community center parking lot this year
cost $ $4,184. We understand that South Run, which is
approximately one-fourth the size of Crosspointe, spent
$27,000 on snow removal this past winter. This suggests
that we could spend over $100,000 during a bad winter.
For all of these reasons, the BOT has decided to continue
to rely on VDOT for snow removal. The result may not
always be what we want, but this is the correct decision for
Crosspointe.

Phil Ciarlo, Chair
703.690.0269

Gary Saturen, Chair
703.495.0674
gary.saturen@verizon.net

continued from page 1
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Manager’s Comments

Spring is here—finally!!!
Bob Schu tz Community Manager
ore snow than ever but Crosspo nte has surv ved I want to
thank the many res dents who ass sted others dur ng the w nter storms
Ne ghbors he p ng ne ghbors s a
good th ng to w tness I know many
res dents were upset due to the cond t on of the streets but we a managed
to get through th s nconven ence
caused by a record sett ng snowfa I
am wr t ng th s art c e before the Annua Meet ng s he d but VDOT and
e ected oﬃc a s are expected to address
the snow p ow ng eﬀorts at the March
24 Annua Meet ng Last year we had
7 5 nches of snow and hopefu y we
can expect a more norma w nter next
year

M

TTrash
N that the weather
Now
s warmer we we come
rres dents to make use of
the basketba courts tenn s courts

and other fac t es w th n Crosspo nte
We do ask however that you ut ze the
trash cans prov ded at these ocat ons
Dur ng the past few months Crosspo nte has exper enced an ncrease n
act v ty where peop e (teens?) gather
espec a y at the Oak Chase park ng
ot area and eave beh nd trash broken
g ass bott es beer cans and other
debr s We ask your cooperat on so
f you know who s do ng th s p ease
ask them to stop as t puts a stra n on
Crosspo nte resources to address

Important
Community Numbers
Community
Community Center ................... 703.690.2321
Armstrong Mgt (Fairfax) ........... 703.385.1133
AAA Trash Disposal ................... 703.818.8222

County
Fire & Police (Emergency) ......... 911
Police (Non-Emergency) ........... 703.691.2131
Fairfax County Animal Control .. 703.691.2131

Utilities
Virginia Power ......................... 888.667.3000
Washington Gas ....................... 703.750.1000
Verizon .................................... 703.876.7000
Cox Cable ................................. 703.378.8400
Water Authority ....................... 703.698.5800

Pool registration

VDOT

P ease see page 5 n th s ssue for nformat on on poo reg strat on If you
on y requ re an updated reg strat on
form and a new 2010 st cker for your
poo pass we ask that you ut ze the
on ne reg strat on The form s ava ab e at the Web s te www c osspo nte n o
and you can ﬁ t out and subm t t to
the oﬃce e ectron ca y

VDOT
VDOT Snow P ow ng
VDOT Po ho es

Thank you

703 383 8368
703 383 8368
703 383 8368

To Report:
M ss ng S ee S gns
Fa ax Coun y
703 934 2840
Ou ages nc ud ng s ee gh s
V g n a Powe
888 667 3000
Abandoned ca s
Fa ax Coun y Po ce
703 691 2131

A rem nder to a
Crosspo nte res dents
The annua

CROSSPOINTE
COMMUNITYWIDE
INSPECTION
w beg n n Apr by the
management company
As the weather becomes m der
p ease ook around your property
and attend to those tems that
need some attent on

Crosspo nte Chron c e
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Reminders regarding pets in Crosspointe

I

f you are a dog owner, you are
required by the Fairfax County
Leash Law to keep your dog on a
leash. Letting your dog run unrestricted on Crosspointe property is a
violation of the law and reportable to
the Fairfax County Animal Control
at 703.830.3310. Any resident who
witnesses a dog running throughout
the community that is not on a leash
is encouraged to contact
the
Animal Control oﬃce at the
number above and request
that the Animal Control
Oﬃce respond.

Please remember that Fairfax County
ordinances also state that you must
pick up after your pet. When pet waste
is left on sidewalks, streets and grassy
areas, it is ﬂushed into the nearest
waterway when it rains. This waste
then goes into storm drains where it
travels to ponds or creeks untreated.
Storm drains do not lead to wastewater treatment facilities. Please do your
p and pick
p up any waste left by your
part
pet whether it is on Crosspets,
p
pointe’s,
your neighbors’, or
y
your
property.

The Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act (POAA) requires property owners
who live in a community association and are selling their home to obtain an association disclosure packet and to provide it to the new purchaser. If you are preparing
to sell your home, you may obtain this disclosure packet by going online at www.
armstrong-mgt.com.

April 2010

 Yard waste is considered a by-product

of regular yard maintenance and not
the debris as a result of landscaping
renovation.
 Brush and limbs must be cut into 4-foot

lengths and bundled (arm-full size) with
rope or twine and should not exceed 50
pounds.
 Grass clippings, leaves, and twigs can be

placed in a container you provide, paper
bags, or clear plastic bags. Yard waste
placed in dark bags will not be collected.
 Tree stumps and tree limbs that are

larger than 6 inches in diameter and 4
feet in length will not be collected.

SELLING YOUR HOME? OBTAINING A DISCLOSURE PACKET
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Yard waste pick-up
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 All unbundled brush will be considered

a special pick up. Call Customer Service,
703.818.8222, to request a Residential
Supervisor survey the material for a
quote. This survey and removal of the
debris will be billed to you.

Crosspointe Chronicle

Do you only require 2010
pool stickers?
Go to www.crosspointe.info to
complete and submit your Owner
Member Registration & Emergency
Data Form. Only homeowners who
are current with their homeowner
accounts are eligible to obtain their
new pool ID cards and stickers.

What do I need to do?
Point #1
If you have not yet done so, and all you
need are 2010 stickers for your pool
IDs, proceed with online registration
NOW. You have only until April 30 to
use this method:

Just follow these easy steps:
1. Go to www.crosspointe.info.
2. If you haven’t already registered and

set up a password, you need to do that
ﬁrst.

Pool Committee

Pool registration—here’s the deal!
Phil Zampino, Assistant Community Manager
Summer and Pool Season will be here before you know it. The March Chronicle
gave you all the details for pool registration. Here’s the condensed version:

Walk-in registration is at the
Crosspointe Community Center:
Thursday, May 6

6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Saturday, May 8

10:00 am–1:00 pm

Thursday, May 13

6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Saturday, May 15

10:00 am–1:00 pm

Thursday, May 20

6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Saturday, May 22

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Tuesday, May 25

6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Wednesday, May 26

6:30 pm–8:30 pm

Friday, May 28

1:00 pm–4:00 pm

3. Click on “Pool Registration” (also

under “forms”)
4. Complete the registration form

and submit. It will automatically be
e-mailed to the Crosspointe oﬃce and
stickers will be mailed directly to you
in early May
Alternatively, you may download the
form and return it to the the Crosspointe on-site oﬃce, 8275 Glen
Eagles Lane, Fairfax Station 22039
either in person, by mail, or in the
locked drop box outside the oﬃce.

Remember, payments will be accepted
by CHECKS ONLY. Also pool photo-ID’s
or validation stickers will not be
issued to homeowners delinquent in
their assessment dues.

Renters, we must have a lease and a
release signed by the owner of your
home in order for you to register. The
release form may be obtained from
the oﬃce.
Associate Members, your pool fee must
be paid in full before you can register.
Pool Stickers
Photo ID’s
Guest Pass (ten entries)
Child Care Pass
Late Registration
(After May 23)

No Cost
$4 each
$30 each
$25 each
$10 per family

Still have questions? Contact the
Crosspointe Community Center at
703.690.2321 for additional information.

The Crosspointe Gardener

Point #2
lf you are ﬁrst time pool members
(either resident, renter, or associate),
if you need replacement ID’s or new
photos for any reason, or you need
childcare or guest passes, you must use
Walk-In registration.

The Pool Committee is looking for a volunteer social director.
Here’s a perfect chance to contribute to the welfare of your community. You’ll
coordinate pool social activities, handle the activities budget, and plan and
direct functions like Happy Hours and Family Fun Nights.
The Pool Committee meets monthly on the first Tuesday of each month. If
you’re willing to help, please contact Kevin Swenson at

703.690.8549 or at kkswenson@cox.net.

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Swim & Dive Team

Swim
and Dive
with the
Cruisers!
Jen Kirk & Beth Egbert - Swim Team
Reps, Peggy Sleichter Dive Team Rep

I

t’s time to start planning for your
participation in the Crosspointe
Cruisers Swim and Dive Team!
Our team is part of the vast and wellrespected Northern Virginia Swimming League (NVSL), which boasts
over 100 teams and 10,000 competitive swimmers and divers. A great
resource and Web site concerning the
NVSL can be found at nvsl.nvblu.com.
This Web site provides information on
swim/dive meets, results, team standings, league leaders and records, as well
as directions to other pools. Our summer swimming and diving program is
challenging and competitive, but most
of all, IT’S FUN!

Swim Team
Last year Crosspointe competed in
Division 3, while ﬁelding one of the
largest swim teams in the NVSL—
almost 250 swimmers!
This year we remain in Division 3 and
swim against, Highlands Swim, South
Run, Vienna Woods, Wakeﬁeld Chapel, and Dunn Loring. Crosspointe is
seeded third in Division 3. This year
promises to be another challenging
and exciting season!
We are thrilled to announce that
Crosspointe’s own Robert “Bo” Jones
is going to be our head coach. Bo has
coached for many years and is current-

6

April 2010

ly the swim team coach for the South
County Secondary School swim team.
We will again ﬁeld two “B” swim meet
teams, Crosspointe Blue and Crosspointe White. Because we dwarf the
other teams in the Burke/Springﬁeld
Developmental League, Crosspointe
is allowed to ﬁeld two “B” teams
simultaneously. Every Monday night
one Cruiser “B” meet team hosts a
swim meet, while the other travels to
an away meet. Team assignments are
made after registration is complete.
We do our best to keep carpooling
families, best friends, etc. together on
the same team to enhance the summer fun. Parent volunteers to work the
meets will be an absolute must. There
will be no ranking among or between
the “B” teams; the two teams are
intended to maximize the competitive
swimming opportunities for all of our
swimmers. A schedule of “B” meets/
locations will be provided in the near
future.

Dive Team
This year marks the tenth year of the
Cruiser Dive team and will again return to Division 4 with meets against
Old Keene Mill, North Springﬁeld,
Oakton, Hayﬁeld and Woodley. We’re
looking forward to a fun and exciting
season! Remember, you don't have to
know how to dive or do a ﬂip. You just

need to be willing to try.

Join us…register!
At the beginning of each season we
look forward to meeting new team
members.
If you are interested in joining the
swim and dive team you will ﬁnd
registration forms at the Crosspointe
Community Center after April 28.

Registration forms will also be distributed by e-mail. To be put on our
e-mailing list, or if you have any

www.crosspointe.info

questions, e-mail Swim Team Rep Jen
Kirk or Assistant Swim Team Rep Beth
Egbert at crosspointecruisers@yahoo.
com. E-mail Dive Team Rep Peggy Sleichter at sleichters@gmail.com.

Additional Swim/Dive
Board members
Treasurer Mark Heilbrun (Macheil@att.net)
Secretary Beth Campbell
(bmascampbell@cox.net)
Volunteer Coordinator Lourdes McLoughlin
(loumac32@cox.net)
Officials Coordinator Ann Repczynski
(repczynski@cox.net)
Jason Osborne (jmombo@cox.net)
Tracey Heiss (Tjheiss@cox.net)

Q&A
Each year there are a number of questions regarding the swim and dive
team. This month’s Chronicle has answers to some of the more commonly
asked questions.
Q. How long is the summer swim
and dive season?
A. The swim and dive team begin
daily practices on Tuesday, June 1. The
swim team will swim ﬁve dual NVSLsponsored meets (Saturday morning
“A” meets), four-ﬁve developmental
meets per “B” team, (Monday evening
“B” meets, including Cruiser White vs.
Blue), Wednesday evening relay carnival and All-Star relay carnival meets, a
Saturday morning divisional individual
championship meet, and a Saturday
morning All-Star Meet which ﬁnishes
the season. The dive team competes in
ﬁve dual NVSL-sponsored meets (on
Tuesday evenings), a Crackerjack meet
for developmental divers; a divisional
championship meet and NVSL all-star
meet (on Sunday morning). We are
planning on having one to three B
Crosspointe Chronicle

Swim & Dive Team
meets if all goes well, which will be
Thursday evenings.
Q.Who is eligible to join the
swim and dive team?
A. Any Crosspointe resident or associate pool member under the age of 19
or over the age of 5 is eligible to join.
To be on the swim team, swimmers
must be able to swim one uninterrupted length of the pool (25 meters)
freestyle by Time Trials ( June 19). It
is advantageous to swim at least one
other stroke (breaststroke, backstroke,
or butterﬂy) although we will work on
all strokes during practice. Note: The
Cruisers are a competitive swim team
and are not a venue for taking swimming lessons. If your swimmer is not a
very skilled swimmer, he or she should
take swimming lessons first and try
out for the swim team later. We expect

many young swimmers this summer

Crosspointe Chronicle

and have to ensure that each swimmer
is safe in the water. Our coaching staﬀ
will spend the ﬁrst few days evaluating the beginning swimmers. If they
feel that your swimmer would be safer
waiting until next year, they will discuss this with you, and your registration fee will be refunded. The Fairfax
County Park Authority at South Run
oﬀers many swimming programs.
For divers, some experience is a plus,
but not a must. Coaches ensure that
divers can safely complete their dives
before they are allowed to use them in
a competition.
Q.What is the practice
schedule?
A. Beginning Tuesday, June 1, practices will be held weekdays at the
Glen Eagles Pool from 4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. After school ends, we shift

www.crosspointe.info

to weekday morning practices from
7:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Glen Eagles
pool and 7:45 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. at Oak
Chase pool. A more speciﬁc practice
schedule will be published after swim
sign-ups have been completed.
Q. How are swimmers selected
for the swim meets?
A. Each week we have a Monday night
meet and a Saturday morning meet.
Participation in the Saturday meets
will be determined by the swimmer’s
performance, with the head coach
and team rep having the ﬁnal say. The
times recorded at Time Trials will be
the basis for seeding the ﬁrst Saturday
meet. After that, seeding will be based
on the swimmer’s personal best times
as recorded in either Monday’s or Saturday’s meets. Therefore, the Saturday
meet lineup could vary from week to
continued on page 9
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Swim & Dive Team
continued from page 7

week as swimmers improve their times. Those who swim at
the Saturday meets may not necessarily swim the Monday
night developmental meets, in accordance with the Burke/
Springﬁeld League rules.
Q.Are Cruisers team suits required?
A. Team swimsuits are not required although most members do wear them. We encourage all swimmers to wear the
team swimsuit to show their team pride. There are NVSL
rules that apply to swim caps. Team suit and cap information will be provided before the season begins and we
will have swim suit ﬁttings/sales and take orders for other
Cruiser wear.

Cruiser swimsuit try-on sessions
We will be hosting a suit try on session at the community center
on Wednesday April 28 5:00 pm–8:00 pm and Saturday May 1
11:00 am–2:00 pm. We will be having a new suit this year, as
well as new spirit wear, so please stop by and place your order.

NVSL
SL “A” SSwim
i M
Meett SSchedule
h d l
Saturday, June 19
Saturday, June26
Saturday, July 3
Friday, July 2
Saturday, July 10
Wednesday, July 14
Saturday, July 17
Saturday, July 24
To Be Announced

Time Trials at CP
A Meet: Mansion House at CP
A Meet: Mosbey Woods at CP
Greater Springfield Open TBD
CP at Sully Station
Relay Carnival
A Meet: Cardinal Hill at CP
A Meet: CP at High Pointe
B-Meet
IM Carnival
Saturday, July 31
Division 3 Championships at Cardinal Hill
Saturday, August 7 NVSL All Star Meet
The Monday evening “B” developmental meet schedule will be posted
in the future and will include dates for other Cruiser activities.

Any inquiries can be directed to crosspointecruisers@yahoo.com.

NVSL Dive Meet Schedule
A Dive Meet Schedule
Q. Are parents needed to help organize and run
the Swim and Dive Team?
A. Absolutely!! A swim and dive team, particularly one as
big as the Cruisers, is a very labor-intensive endeavor. All
parents involved with the swim team are volunteers.

Each swim team family must volunteer to work at least ﬁfteen
hours during the summer to ensure the season runs smoothly.
Volunteer positions are listed on the swim/dive team registration form. Training, if needed, is provided for all these
positions, so please do not hesitate to volunteer for any of
them.
The Cruisers’ success depends largely on parent involvement. Please become an active swim team parent. But
please, don’t think its all work and no fun. These meets are
great social events for old and young alike, and we know
you’ll enjoy them. And you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing that you’re helping your children into a sport they can
enjoy and keep ﬁt with for their entire life. Don’t miss out!

Crosspointe Chronicle

Tuesday, June 29
Tuesday, July 6
Tuesday, July 13
Tuesday, July 20
Sunday, July 25
Tuesday, July 27
Sunday, August 1
Sunday, August 8

Old Keene Mill at CP
Woodley at CP
CP at Hayfield
North Springfield at CP
Crackerjack Meet Invitational at Truro
CP at Oakton
Divisional Individual Championship Meet
at Old Keene Mill
All-Star Meet Fairfax
Anticipated B Dive meets

Thursday, June 24 Intrasquad Meet – Pending on school calendar
Thursday, July 8
TBD
Thursday, July 15
TBD
All home meets are held at Glen Eagles Pool
Don’t miss out on a summer filled with fun!
Join the Crosspointe Cruisers!

www.crosspointe.info
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Neighborhood Watch

Watching Our
Neighborhood
Gary Saturen,
Neighborhood
Watch Chair

Crosspointe
update
As of mid-March, the number of
incidents is for 2010 is still pretty low
—that’s good news.
In addition to tracking numbers
of incidents, I also try to look for
patterns. I’ve mentioned before, that
each year seems to have it’s own
pattern of problems. Last year a
pattern developed in the mid-Spring
timeframe that continued all the way
through the Summer and into the Fall.
That pattern, it appears, has carried
over into 2010. To keep it simple, that
pattern had two easily identiﬁable
characteristics:
 The location of most of our incidents has been in the Oak Chase
area of Crosspointe; usually at, or
near, the swimming pool and other
recreational areas adjacent to the
pool.

we all soon see an increase in in our
community assessments. [We all know
how popular those increases are…!]
Well, those same two characteristics
(the location and type of vandalism)
already seem to be continuing from
2009 into 2010. I can report to
you that our Board of Trustees is
taking this pattern very seriously,
and they have already asked me to
contact the Fairfax County Police
to discuss some options for dealing
with these incidents, before we get to
far into 2010 high incident period.
So, please keep your eyes open, and
report damages you observe to our
management oﬃce, to the police if
you witness them occurring, or as a
minimum, contact our Neighborhood
Watch.

CELL PHONE NUMBER *77 —AN
IMPORTANT CORRECTION
In last month’s Chronicle, this column
contained an article on the use of cell
phone number #77. I subsequently
received a well researched email from

one of our residents who pointed to
some inaccuracies which I obviously
must pass on to all who read this
column. I’m always appreciative of
a reader who will make the eﬀort to
research issues such as this and help
me keep the information I publish as
accurate as possible.
In my article I stated that #77 is an
emergency number valid in all 50
states. It turns out that, at least as of
2009, there is a great variety in the
correct cell phone number to use,
depending upon the state in which
you’re driving when you need to use
such a number for emergency highway
patrol or state police support. Please
see the following U.S. map overlaid
with appropriate state cell phone
numbers.
As stated in the note at the bottom of
the map, it was last updated in 2008;
however it was contained in an article
on the subject of “#77” on the Snopes
Web site (www.snopes.com) which was
written during late 2009.
continued on page 12

Highway Notification Numbers

 Many, perhaps most of the incidents involve damage to common
area grounds (i.e. persons driving dirt bikes, ATVs and in one
incident, a full-size SUV across
common areas), causing signiﬁcant
damage to the grounds.
Some may react with relief that these
incidents only damage open ﬁelds,
as opposed to individual residences
or people; and to an extent I would
even agree. However, the repair costs
for damages to community property
have a way of adding up quite rapidly;
and when those costs start to make a
signiﬁcant dent in the annual budget,
10
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Original source: Missouri Highway Patrol, June 2000. Updated here 9/12/2008

www.crosspointe.info

Crosspointe Chronicle

Crosspointe Chronicle

www.crosspointe.info

April 2010

11

Neighborhood Watch
continued from page 10

Note that in Virginia, #77 is the valid
and appropriate cell number for the
State Police, as opposed to 911 which
is used by the dispatch facilities of
local counties and incorporated cities.
In Maryland, the number is either 911
or #77. In D.C., use 911.

Information of questionable
accuracy
The other part of my article from last
month which may not be accurate, is
the story of a young woman who is
suspicious of an apparent police oﬃcer
attempting to have her pull over and
stop.
While that story was sent to me by
a personal friend alleging that it was
a true story, on the same Snopes
Web site is an article about a story
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of unknown origin which has been
“ﬂoating around” on the internet for
a number of years. The facts of the
story as published by Snopes.com are
suspiciously similar to the facts in the
story I published, and the Snopes site
indicates that the story of unknown
origin has a number of diﬀerent
versions containing slightly diﬀerent
sets of facts.
Please do not disregard the seriousness
of such occurrences—and the need to be
prepared to handle them.

While I included this story to
introduce some drama into the
article, it’s apparent unknown origin
doesn’t change the recommendations
and guidance for handling such

www.crosspointe.info

situations. That is accurate information
which came from the police, as did
the information on occurrences of
criminals who dress as police in order
to make it easier to gain control of a
situation and take advantage of their
victims.
As stated in last month’s article, I’ve
personally been briefed by the police
on one such incident which occurred
within the last few years along Ox
Road, just outside of Crosspointe, and
on a second series of incidents which
were perpetrated by the same criminal
at various locations in Fairfax County.
Please do not disregard the seriousness
of such occurrences, and the need to be
prepared to handle them, even though
some of the non-critical aspects of
the article have turned out to be of
questionable accuracy.
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Neighborhood Watch
FAMILY EMERGENCY PLANNING –
PART III:
In the previous two issues of the
Chronicle, I’ve pointed out that most
of us don’t plan for emergencies. We
often take everything for granted
until an emergency is right on top
of us, and then we are more likely
to panic. The previous articles listed
some of the wide variety of emergency
situations which could occur, some
of which could happen with little
advance warning—everything from
earthquakes, to illnesses, power
and utility outages, serious weather
situations and acts of terrorism.
Most public and private organizations
with responsibilities for responding
to such emergencies will tell you
that there is a four step approach
to becoming prepared to deal
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with such emergencies:
1. First, become informed about each kind of
disaster (natural or man-made) you might
encounter;
2. Make a plan for your family (and practice it so
that it becomes almost “automatic;”
3. Assemble a “kit” of the most important supplies you will need (whether for sheltering in
place in your home for several days, or a packed
suitcase so that you’re prepared to evacuate
within the next ten minutes); and finally
4. Ensure that you have communication devices –
portable radio, cell phone, etc., so that you can
stay aware of what’s happening and receive
public guidance from organizations who will
be in charge of managing the crisis.
In this issue I’d like to provide you
with information I collected from Web
pages associated with organizations
such as the Federal Emergency
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Management Agency (FEMA) and
the American Red Cross, who are
authorities on disaster planning.
The subject is compiling a “kit” for
yourself and your family as part of the
emergency planning process.
Keep in mind that you may need to
survive on your own after a serious
emergency. This means having your
own food, water, and other supplies in
suﬃcient quantity to last for at least
three days or longer. Local oﬃcials
and relief workers will be on the
scene after a disaster, but they cannot
reach everyone immediately. You
could get help in hours, or it might
take days. In addition, basic services
such as electricity, gas, water, sewage
treatment, and telephones may be cut
oﬀ for days, or even a week or longer.
continued on page 15
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Neighborhood Watch
continued from page 13

There are many sources available from which you can
purchase pre packed and/or individual items for your
emergency kit, and a varying costs.

Be careful to ensure that your kit is tailored to any atypical needs,
as well as quantities necessary for your individual family.
Also remember to periodically inspect the kit to ensure that
everything is fresh and usable.
Remember to keep your kit packaged so that you can load it in
your car and take it with you should you be asked on short notice
to evacuate the area.
It probably seems like it will require a lot of eﬀort and cost
to assemble a complete kit containing all of the materials
recommended above. That’s probably true. However, the
alternative is to try to “throw something together” once the

Recommended items to Include in a Basic
Emergency Supply Kit:
 Water—one gallon per person, per day (3¬day supply for evacua


















tion, 2¬week supply for home)
Food—non¬perishable, easy¬-to-¬prepare items (3¬day supply
for evacuation, 2¬week supply for home)
Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio
with tone alert and extra batteries for both
Flashlight and extra batteries
First aid kit
Whistle to signal for help
Dust mask, to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and
duct tape to shelter-in-place
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation
Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
Can opener for food (if kit contains canned food)
Local maps
Medications (7¬day supply), glasses hearing aids with extra batteries, contact lenses, syringes, cane)
Cell phone with chargers, inverter or solar charger
Multi¬purpose tool
Sanitation and personal hygiene items
Copies of personal documents (medication list and pertinent medical information, proof of address, deed/lease to home, passports,
birth certificates, insurance policies) and bank account records in a
waterproof, portable container
Family and emergency contact information
Blankets or sleeping bags for each person
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disaster has already occurred, or, if you’re fortunate, with a
short period of advance warning.
Most experts agree that if you wait until you need your kit,
you’ll probably forget some of what you will need, and you
may not even have everything you need on hand. What’s
more, you probably won’t have enough time!
So, make a list, and build your kit a little at a time. The
general principle which applies is that you build your kit
when it isn’t needed so that you have it available when the
need arises!

Additional items to consider adding to an
Emergency Supply Kit:


















Infant formula and diapers
Pet food and extra water for your pet
Cash or traveler’s checks and change
Emergency reference material such as a first aid book
Additional bedding if you live in a cold-weather climate.
Complete change of clothing including a long sleeved shirt, long
pants and sturdy shoes.
Household chlorine bleach and medicine dropper—When diluted
nine parts water to one part bleach, bleach can be used as a disinfectant. Or in an emergency, you can use it to treat water by using
16 drops of regular household liquid bleach per gallon of water. Do
not use scented, color safe or bleaches with added cleaners.
Fire Extinguisher
Matches in a waterproof container
Mess kits, paper cups, plates and plastic utensils, paper towels
Paper and pencil
Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children
Baby supplies (bottles, formula, baby food, diapers)
Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, bowl)
Two-¬way radios
Extra set of car keys and house keys

Additional supplies to keep at home or in your kit
based on the types of disasters common to this
area:








N95 or surgical masks
Rain gear
Work gloves
Tools/supplies for securing your home
Extra clothing, hat and sturdy shoes
Plastic sheeting
Duct tape
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Consider getting
involved with your
community!
Volunteers are always welcomed.
Contact information for all Crosspointe
Committees is listed on page 2.
Call TODAY to volunteer.
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The Crosspointe
Volunteer
Appreciation
Party
Submitted by June Shea

The Crosspointe Volunteer
Appreciation Party was held
last month on Saturday,
February 27. This was
an opportunity for our
neighborhood to show our
appreciation for the hard work
done by our tireless volunteers.
There was piano music
provided by our own resident,
Alan Wenberg and wonderful
food catered by Primo's
restaurant in Belle Haven.
Approximately 35 people
enjoyed the cammaraderie,
music and food.
Many hands make light work!
On behalf of the community,
our HOA president, Howard
Karufer, thanked all of
the volunteers, from the
Neighborhood Watch and
Chronicle delivery elves to the
members of our HOA board
and committees. We thank
you!
The ticket for admission to
this event is your service to
your community. Although a
lot of work is done, friends are
made and our neighborhood
prospers as a result.
Please consider getting
involved in your community
and keeping Crosspointe the
great neighborhood that it is!

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Board Notes
Meeting of February 17, 2010
Brian L. Riley, Treasurer

Call to order
With a quorum present, the President called the meeting to order at
7:04 p.m. Trustees in attendance were
Howard Kaufer, Bob Klocek, Brian
Riley, Larry Rice, Rick Furiga, Bruce
Evjen, and John Cewe. Trustees absent
were Alan Sullivan and Pat Ciarlo.

Review & approval of minutes
The minutes of the January 13, 2010
Board of Trustees meeting were adopted by unanimous consent.

Guest speakers
The invited guest speaker to address
the proposed Silverbrook Child Care
Center did not attend.

Resident forum
No residents attended the meeting.

Financial reports
The December 31, 2009 ﬁnancial
statements were approved by unanimous consent. The community closed
out the year with a deﬁcit of approximately $33,000, which was in line with
the budgetary projections.
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Committee reports
The Board of Trustees (BOT) accepted
by unanimous consent the minutes
provided by the Architectural Review
Board and the report provided by
Neighborhood Watch.

Unfinished business
Annual meeting & election status update
The BOT received an update from
management on the arrangements for
the Annual Meeting and Election to
be held on March 24, 2010. The Trustees noted that two homeowners were
still needed to complete the Election
Committee. The BOT requested management to invite a VDOT representative to the annual meeting to discuss
snow removal procedures.
Handyman/Janitorial Service Proposals
After reviewing proposals for combined handyman and janitorial service,
the BOT accepted the proposal for
Clean Advantage for the combined
services.
Silverbrook Child Care Center
After discussing the potential impact
of the proposed Silverbrook Child
Care Center on traﬃc and safety on
Silverbrook Road, the
Board authorized the President or authorized designee to oppose the center
in whatever forum was necessary.

www.crosspointe.info

DCR Letter regarding Heron Pond Dam
inspection and report
After discussion of the letter, the BOT
directed management to prepare a
response to DCR requesting clariﬁcation and additional justiﬁcation for
several requests made in the letter.

New business
Fairfax County Area Plans Review/
Comprehensive Plan Amendments
After discussion the Board decided:
² With regard to South County
APR Nomination # 09-III-5P to
permit a free-standing retail building
at the Shoppes of Lorton Valley Shopping Center on Ox Road, to oppose
the nomination.
² With regard to South County
APR Nomination # 09-III-1P to
change the residential density on a 5.5
acre plot of land adjacent to Hooes
road from 1-2 dwelling units per
acre to 3-4 dwelling units per acre, to
support the South County Federation
recommendation of 2-3 dwelling units
per acre.
² With regard to South County
APR Nomination # 09-III-4P to
revise a portion of the Vulcan Quarry
permit, to support the South County
Federation recommendation for
changes to the permit.
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Board Notes
Heron Pod dredging
After discussing a proposal for the
management of a project to remove
the build up of sediment in the Heron
Pond forebays, the BOT requested
management to request a proposal
from the engineering ﬁrm that had
performed this service for Crosspointe
in the past.
Virginia House Bill 1100
After discussion the BOT decided to
support House Bill 1100, which potentially limits the legal responsibility
of homeowner associations with ponds
and agreements for maintenance of
those ponds with local government
agencies.
Snow clearance in Crosspointe
The BOT discussed the possibility of
assuming responsibility from VDOT
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to clear snow from Crosspointe roads
after major snow storms. Due to issues regarding ownership of the roads,
liability, and cost, the trustees determined it is not in the community’s
best interest to change the responsibility for clearing Crosspointe roads.
An article from the President of the
Board explaining the considerations
discussed is included in this issue of
the Chronicle.

Executive Session
There were no matters to discuss in
Executive Session.

Adjournment
There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
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Your HOA Assessments
As a member of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association, you should receive a bill for the quarterly
assessment about two weeks before the due date.
Quarterly assessments remain at $210 per quarter,
exclusive of pipestem assessments, and are due on
January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 (these due
dates never change).
PAYMENTS MUST BE MAILED TO:
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
c/o Armstrong Management Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 7778, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7778
DO NOT MAIL THE PAYMENT TO THE
COMMUNITY MANAGER OR LEAVE IT IN THE
COMMUNITY CENTER DROPBOX.
A $25 late fee is charged for payments more than
30 days past due. Should payment not be received
within 45 days of the due date, additional collection
fees will be assessed to the owner’s account. Also,
you lose your privileges to use the pool or any other
Crosspointe recreational facility until your assessment
is paid in full.
Remember—you are responsible for paying
your quarterly assessment by its due date
even if you do not receive the bill. If you do not
receive your bill, please call ARMSTRONG at
703.385.1133.
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Tennis Committee

Tennis update
Kevin Garrahan, Tennis Chair

Tennis Committee Meeting

Saturday Morning Tennis

The committee met on March 18 and
discussed the following: review and
approval of prior minutes, inspection
of court conditions, preparations for
annual homeowners meeting, maintenance needs for the coming year, and
planned activities for 2010.

Now that the weather has warmed up,
Crosspointe tennis players and their
guests have resumed playing doubles
Saturday mornings beginning at 9 a.m.
and usually running until noon. Play is
in a round robin format—players will
usually pair-up to play a set of doubles
and then trade partners and opponents
or sit out for a set. Although play is
just for fun, it does get competitive and
most players are at the high intermediate to advanced level (3.5–4.5 levels).
If you are interested bring a racquet
and stop by the Glen Eagles courts.
It’s a great way to make new friends,
get in shape, and have fun.

Court Conditions
The snow has ﬁnally melted and all
eight courts are available for play. I’m
glad to report that the courts survived
the harsh winter weather weather
and are still in excellent condition. As
you’ve probably noticed from all the
potholes on our local roadways, this
winter was very tough on pavement

because of all the moisture and the
recurring freeze-thaw cycles. When
temperatures go below freezing during night time, moisture in the soil
beneath pavement freezes and then
expands. The expansion then can result
in tension cracks in the overlying
asphalt. When temperatures rise above
freezing during the day, snow and ice
melt and then can seep through the
cracks into the underlying soil base.
The cycle is repeated when new moisture refreezes, expands, causing larger
cracks to form which allow even more
moisture to seep down into the base
until eventually the pavement is no
longer intact and needs to be replaced.
The good new for Crosspointe tennis
players is that last year’s resurfacing
and crack repair using the patented
Armor Crack Repair system appears to
be very successful - the large structural

Crosspointe winter tennis
1. The Greentree Manor courts got lots of use in late February.
2. On Feb.12, Greentree Manor courts looked like a frozen tundra.
3. Glen Eagles courts covered with snow.
4. Despite cold temperatures and snow surrounding the courts,
Crosspointe tennis players were still able to play tennis in February as
strong sunshine melted snow on the Greentree Manor courts.
5. Tennis committee members Tom Bak and Kevin Garrahan dressed
warmly for some winter tennis action.
6. Former South County #1 player Daniel Masakayan shows great
balance after hitting a dazzling shot.
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cracks that had been prevalent have
not re-emerged.
The wind screens at the Oak Chase
and Greentree Manor courts were
rolled up for the winter in order
to protect them from wind damage over the winter. The screens on
these courts will be rolled down in
late April after leaves are on the trees
and it is less likely that there will be
damaging winds. The wind screens at
the Glen Eagles courts were left up
throughout the winter because those
courts are sheltered by surrounding
trees. Even though the Glen Eagles
courts are sheltered, one of the wind
screen blew down during the blizzard
but has already been re-attached by
the tennis committee. Speaking of
wind screens did you know that despite their name, wind screens are not

intended to block wind from blowing
onto the courts. Rather, wind screens
are intended to provide a uniform
dark-colored backdrop for illuminating the tennis ball. Wind screens
signiﬁcantly improve a player’s depth
perception and making it much easier
to see and track the yellow tennis ball.
Please help keep our courts in excellent condition by remembering to
wear only tennis shoes (not track or
cross-training shoes). Also, please
remember that the courts are for tennis use only. All other activities such as
soccer, skateboarding, lacrosse, etc. are
prohibited because they will damage
the courts and void our warranty on
the resurfacing. If you see any violators, please report them to the Fairfax
County police, 703.691.2321.

Doubles
D
bl
play
l
One of the important decisions that a
doubles team needs to make is to decide
who plays on which side (e.g., deuce or
ad) of the court. Here are a few tips to help
you decide who should play which side:
First, if one of the players is left handed, the
leftie should probably play in the deuce court so
that both players will have their forehands covering the center of the court. Smart teams will
hit most of their serves and passing shots down
the center of the court. If both team members
are right-handed, then consider the following:
A much stronger or more mobile player
should play the ad court because he or
she will have their forehand in the middle
and as a result, should cover most of
the court and hit more of the shots.
Also, more break points occur on the ad
court. The player with the stronger overhead
should play the ad court because he or
she will be hitting most of the overheads,
especially those in the center of the court.
The steadier player should play the deuce
court because it’s always important to get
the first point of the game into play.
The better lobber should play the deuce
court because lobs are more effective when
hit from the deuce court because once a lob
goes over the net player, the server will have
to return it by hitting one of the toughest shots in tennis—a high backhand.
The player with the better backhand should
play in the deuce court because smart teams
will serve down the middle most of the time
and hitting an inside out backhand from the
deuce court is much more difficult than hitting
a cross court backhand from the ad court.
But remember that every team is different, so
be prepared to play either side of the court. If
you find that your formation isn’t working, try
changing sides at the start of the next set.
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South County Federation

What’s
Going
On Next
Door
MARCH 2, 2010 MEETING

Supervisor Hyland’s Report
The proposed Fairfax County budget
would reduce school funding by 1%,
which does create problems. The Mt.
Vernon District has 11 schools with
special requirements students, which
would be aﬀected. There is a need to
keep quality schools, which are an attraction for corporations considering a
move to Fairfax County.
The budget proposes to cut 25 police
oﬃcers out of the middle schools. This
is not good, as it will impede anti–
gang programs. Data regarding the
possible eﬀect of budget cuts on the
number of policemen on the streets is
not yet available.
Supervisor Hyland requested input
from the SCF on the priorities to apply in determining what areas to cut in
order to obtain a balanced budget.
There is no question but that the real
estate tax rate will go up. Commercial
real estate in the county as a vacancy
rate that is in the teens.
In response to citizen input and a letter from Supervisor Herrity, Governor
McDonnell has revised his proposed
budget to keep Mason Neck State
Park and four other State Parks in
Virginia open. Because of the need
for continued maintenance, closing
the parks would only have saved about
10% of their budgets.
VDOT has completed a study of
replacing the Gunston Cove Bridge.
22
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This is the monthly summary of what’s
going on in the areas around Crosspointe,
based on matters discussed at the South
County Federation (SCF) and elsewhere.
Bob Robertory,
South County Federation Representative

This is the one-lane wooden structure
over the CSX tracks which has been
closed since 2004. VDOT estimates it
would cost $5.5 million at a minimum
to replace the bridge. While it may be
that CSX and not VDOT is responsible for the cost of its replacement, the
ﬁrst question to be addressed, before
commencing litigation against CSX, is
whether the bridge is actually needed.

Other Items
Budget Comments
Christine Morin of Supervisor Hyland’s staﬀ advised that anyone submitting comments on the budget to
their Supervisor should also send a
copy to Board of Supervisors Chairperson Sharon Bulova, since she
represents the entire county. After the
Board of Supervisors has appropriated funds for the schools, the School
Board will in turn hold public hearings, expected to be in May. I suggested that perhaps, instead of saying what
budget items shouldn’t be cut, the
Federation attempt to provide a list of
areas where cuts should be made; I am
sure that this won’t happen.
Lorton Healthplex
Inova made a presentation concerning the proposed Healthplex, to be on
Lorton Road just west of I-95. Inova
is proposing a revision to the Comprehensive Plan to increase the density of
the site to permit construction of an
additional building, either as a medical
oﬃce building or for use as a hotel by
commercial interests under a ground
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lease. The reason for the change is to
produce revenue that would make the
project feasible.
The Healthplex was originally proposed to be at a 0.25 FAR. This means
that the total ﬂoor area of the structures would be 25% of the total area
of the site. Invoa proposed to increase
this to 0.6 FAR but has since reduced
this ot 0.4 FAR. County staﬀ is recommending an increase to 0.3, which
Inova contends would not suﬃce.
The Healthplex would not have a helicopter pad. Access would be through
two entranceways on Sanger Street,
since the site does not lend itself to
direct access from Lorton Road.
Members of the SCF at the meeting
expressed several concerns. One is the
eﬀect of the additional traﬃc on Lorton Road upon Lorton Road, which is
one of the few crossings of the I-95/
CSX corridor. A second consideration
is the eﬀect that a medical oﬃce building adjacent to the Healthplex would
have upon the medical oﬃce building
recently constructed in the shopping
center near Shoppers Food Warehouse.
The Federation voted not to oppose a
Comprehensive Plan amendment for a
Healthplex with a FAR of 0.3, subject
to certain transportation improvements. The Federation vote further
stated that it opposes any buildings
other than the Healthplex and a FAR
higher than 0.3, “unless there is an additional site review and traﬃc mitigation and it is proven to the South
County Federation’s satisfaction that
the proposed traﬃc mitigation will be
eﬀective.”

Shops at Lorton Valley
This is the shopping center along
Route 123. The Federation voted to
oppose a proposal to permit additional
freestanding buildings in this shop-
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South County Federation
ping center. For those persons not
familiar with the background, when
this shopping center was being proposed, there were extensive negotiations between the Federation and the
developer to assure that the shopping
center did not overly detract from the
surrounding areas of Crosspointe.

Hooes Road Development
The Federation considered a proposal
for development of the tract along
Hooes Road adjacent to Crosspointe.
The Federation voted to oppose the
proposal to develop using the property
for residential use at 3-4 units per acre,
but stated it would not oppose a plan
for “environmentally sensitive residential development at 2-3 single-family
detached houses per acre, with a minimum lot sizes of 13,000 square feet
and minimum side yards of 15 feet.
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Electric Sundays
The County Department of Public
Works has scheduled a free recycling
service for Fairfax County residents
wishing to dispose of televisions,
computers, computer peripherals, and
ﬂuorescent light bulbs or tubes. These
will be held one Sunday a month at
the I-66 transfer station, 4618 West
Ox Road, Fairfax. Details can be obtained by calling 703.324.5052.

Commercial vehicle parking
Revisions to the County Code now
prohibited parking of commercial
vehicles in residential districts. This
includes any vehicle licensed as a common or contract carrier or limousine,
except for one taxicab or limousine per
household. Details are available on the
Internet at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

Have an ARB
Application?
Make sure it is submitted to the on
site community center office prior to a
scheduled ARB meeting so that it can
reviewed for completeness and placed
on the agenda. Applications are provided to the ARB the Thursday before a
meeting, so please submit applications
to the site office by close of business the
Wednesday before a scheduled meeting.
Any application received after Wednesday will be considered late and may not
be reviewed by the ARB until the next
scheduled meeting, so so make sure you
submit your application on time.
If you have any questions or want to
make sure your application is complete,
please contact the community center
office at 703.690.2321.

fcdot/parkingcodechanges.htm.
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The Crosspointe Gardener

Planning a vegetable garden
Ellen Peterson MPSLD, Master
Gardener and Horticulturist
uring the past year, locally grown
produce has certainly become
more popular because of the eﬀorts
of Michelle Obama. Intense ﬂavor of
fresh fruits and vegetables eaten during the summer is certainly a special
treat.

D

We are usually able to ﬁnd what we
want at farmers’ markets, but what
could be more fresh and sustainable
than harvesting from our own backyards? Aside from the practical and
healthful aspects of vegetable gardening, this activity can provide tremendous pleasure for your entire family.
Now that spring has ﬁnally arrived,
it is time to plan a vegetable garden.
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If you are new to gardening, consider
these few basic questions:

Are you interested in harvesting your own
fresh produce throughout the summer and
into the fall?
What fruits and vegetables do you like to
eat?
Would you want to can, freeze, or dry your
produce?
Many seed catalogs are available online. The seeds these companies oﬀer
will provide a much greater variety of
produce than is typically found in food
stores or markets during the summer. Seeds may be started indoors as
early as mid-February, but most only
need eight to twelve weeks of growth
before they are ready for transplanting
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outdoors. Some popular seed sources
include www.johnnyseeds.com, www.
kitchengardenseeds.com, www.cooksgarden.
com, and www.burpee.com. Seeds are also

available at most local garden centers.
It is helpful to have some sort of grow
lights to start seedlings, but I have had
success putting tomato plants on a
sunny window ledge. Most seeds can
actually be planted right in the ground
when temperatures have warmed.
If you choose, larger quantities of
harvested produce may be stored for
eating later during the year. The eﬀort
to can peaches and freeze extra carrots
is certainly worthwhile.

How much time will you regularly be able
to devote to your garden?
Once the garden is planted, it will
need to be weeded, irrigated, and
carefully watched for pests. The time
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The Crosspointe Gardener
you have available will dictate the size
of the garden. A small weeded garden
will be much more productive than an
oversize weed-ﬁlled mess. If planting a
garden is too daunting a step, consider
hiring a landscaper to do it for you.
The expense may partially pay for itself
by putting the freshest food possible
on your table. Another option is to
plant edibles alongside your ornamentals. You may not want a tomato plant
next to the front door of your home,
but fragrant herbs or rambling strawberries would be a welcome addition.

How much usable garden space or lawn can
be converted to a vegetable garden?

pared for planting. Although it isn’t
necessary, tilling or turning the soil
over when it is not too wet (the soil
crumbles when you squeeze it in
your hand) will give the best results.
Amending the soil with as much organic material as possible will produce
healthier plants. Before any amendments are added, have your soil tested.
Free test kits are available at Fairfax
County libraries or at the Cooperative
Extension Oﬃce in the Penino Building of the Fairfax Government Center.
Samples are sent to Virginia Tech and
evaluated for a minimal fee. Depending on results of the soil test, add the
following amendments:

How much sun will be available to your
garden?

 Hydrated lime

Would a raised bed be better suited for
your site and needs?
Be careful to select an appropriate site for your garden. Nearby tree
roots will take moisture from the soil.
Most plants need at least six hours
of sun although eight to ten is ideal.
Be aware of shading patterns from
buildings, trees, and other plants that
can change throughout the growing
season. Plan your garden to eﬃciently
use all available space. Some plants
will mature and can be harvested early
in the season so additional crops can
be sowed. Successive plantings of some
crops, such as beans, will extend their
harvest period. I have installed 4'x4' x
12" raised beds at many of the homes
I’ve lived in. I prefer the compact, neat
space ﬁlled with good soil and little
room for weeds to grow. I love cooking
oking
with herbs and have had reasonably
ly
good luck growing them in large
containers on my deck.

 Cow manure

 Organic plant food (10-18-12)
 Peat moss or Leaf Gro
 Gypsum
 Kelp or seaweed
There are many wonderful books that
discuss vegetable gardening but one
of my favorite references is Square
Foot Gardening, by Mel Bartholomew.
This book is based on a PBS television
show from the 80’s. The square foot
gardening method recommends building condensed raised bed gardens to
reduce amounts of water, seed, weeds,
and labor that are typical of traditional
row gardening. Following instructions clearly discussed in the book, my
husband has built 4'square raised boxes
using salvage plastic decking. Prebuilt boxes can be also
purchased from local

For further information about vegg
etable gardening,
see http://www.pubs.
ext.vt.edu/category/fruits-vegetables.
ext.vt
html.
htm As always, contact me at

703
703.495.9027 or LN856@aol.
com if you have any questions or
problems.
pr
I will look forward to
s
sharing
our crops of zucchini
and tomatoes in August!

Preparing the soil
When your garden is planned
and soil temperatures have
warmed, the bed can be pre-
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garden centers. Each box has been
ﬁlled with perfect soil—a mixture of
topsoil and some of the amendments
described above. Then a grid was set
in place to create 16 12-inch squares.
I have pounded nails into the decking at 12" intervals and strung string
across to form the grids. In April, I
will sow seeds for a diﬀerent vegetable
into each square. For example, spinach
plants are to be spaced 4 inches apart. I
will sow seeds for 9 plants in a square.
By gently pressing my ﬁnger tip into
the soil, I will make 9 holes (3 rows of
3 holes). Then I’ll place 2 or 3 seeds
into each hole and gently brush soil
over the top. Carrots need to be spaced
3 inches apart so I will sow seeds for
16 plants. My family likes carrots, so
I’ll sow seeds into two squares, giving me 32 plants. Bush green beans
are also spaced 4 inches apart and I’ll
probably plant 4 squares of them, giving 36 plants. That will give us plenty
of fresh beans for the summer as well
as some to freeze for next winter. Since
tomatoes take up lots of space, I usually allow 4 squares for one plant. But
I’m able to plant something around
each one, such as lettuce, that has an
early harvest. The lettuce will be ﬁnished at about the time the tomato is
getting large. Details of plant spacing
are clearly explained in the book. I love
this method of gardening and wouldn’t
consider doing it any other way. It is
perfect for the amount of space I have
and the time I want to spend. Check
out www.squarefootgardening.com.
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Time to wake up your garden pond
Albert V. Short, Crosspointe resident &
Owner of Harmony Ponds, Inc.
his has been a tough winter in Northern Virginia,
with record snows and cold temperatures. But spring
is around the corner, and it is time to plan for the coming
season in your garden, including your garden pond.

T

What has been happening under all that ice and snow? Did
your aquatic plants survive, and what about the ﬁsh? Have
you even seen them since December?
Let’s consider what you should do to jump-start the spring
clean-up and tune-up of your garden pond. First—it’s all
about the water.

Pond water
The water in your pond is conditioned and chlorine free, so
it should be saved if possible and re-used. If the pond basin
is not excessively debris laden, you may be able to simply
net out most of the debris in the bottom. You don’t have to
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oo much decaying vegetation is a major
ma
get it all out, but too
cause of poor water quality. If you have to add water to the
pond, remember that our county water contains chlorine
and other chemicals. They are easily removed by using a
commercial “DeChlor” liquid. Just add the DeChlor to the
pond before you add the new water. Pond water is often
stained by the tannin from oak leaves and other plant material. It may be a slightly iced tea color, and that is ﬁne.

Fish
Do not rush your spring clean-up if you have ﬁsh in the
pond, as they have been in hibernation all winter and are
sensitive to even small water temperature changes. Japanese
Koi are especially susceptible to disease and stress when
they come out of hibernation, so let the pond water warm
up to at least 55 degrees before you disturb them. Gold
ﬁsh are less sensitive, but letting the water warm up allows the ﬁsh to get active before they are disturbed by the
spring cleaning. If you are adding tap water to the pond it
will come out of the hose at about 60 to 65 degrees. Even
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The lilies and lotus should be set on the basin bottom where
they can grow to the surface.

Pump
The last area of concern is the water pump that aerates the
pond water and provides the visual eﬀect for the waterfall
or fountainhead. Whether the pump has been operated all
winter or has been disconnected, make sure that it is free
of debris and functions properly. A major cause of pump
failure is clogging of the intake and the impeller, which in
turn cause it to overheat and fail.
a sudden 5-degree diﬀerence in water temperature can kill
the ﬁsh. So always add water slowly and remember the
DeChlor.

Aquatic plants
Your aquatic plants, such as water lilies, should have been
cut back and placed on the bottom of the pond for the
winter. Now that it is spring, take them out of the pond
and see how they survived. Remember that aquatic plants
are controlled by water temperature, not the air temp, so
they will become active after your other bedding plants
have sprouted. This is the time to divide any overgrown and
root bound plants. Aquatic plants are easiest to manage if
they are planted in plastic containers. Block the holes in the
bottom with black plastic and ﬁll the container with clay or
gravel. Do NOT use a potting soil with aquatic plants, as it
will ﬂoat out of the pot, and you will have a mess to clean
out of the pond. Set the cutting as you would any perennial
and fertilize it with a plant tab, a compressed aquatic fertilizer tablet available at most garden centers. You are now
ready to set the plants in the basin. The aquatic marginals,
like pickerel rush, the grasses and reedy plants, should be
set with the crown of the plant in about one inch of water.
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With your garden pond “tuned up,” you can now enjoy it for
the coming season. All the critters -- frogs, toads, salamanders, birds, dragonﬂies, etc. —that were there last season
will soon reappear, and your garden pond should be a well
balanced eco-system.
You should consider registering your garden and its pond
as a “certiﬁed habitat” with the National Wildlife Federation at www.nwf.org/backyard/, and the State of Virginia has a
similar program, see www.dgif.virginia.gov/habitat/
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Community News

Help LCAC receive a
portion of $1,000,000
For every pound of food and every
dollar donated to Lorton Community
Action Center (LCAC) during March
and April, we will receive a portion of
the $1 million dollar Feinstein Grant
to end hunger in America.
Please help us meet the needs of
Lorton families by delivering nonperishable food or monetary donations to LCAC at 9518 Richmond
Highway in Lorton.
Lorton Community Action Center—
A Hand-up, Not a Hand-out.

TOP 5 LCAC
FOOD NEEDS






Breakfast Cereal
Brown Rice
Canned Soups
Canned Fruits
Cooking Oil

LCAC Annual Golf
Tournament—May 14
“Chip” in and make a difference in
your local community! The LCAC Golf
Tournament will be held Friday, May
14, 2010 at Pohick Bay Regional Golf
Course. See www.lortonaction.org
for details.
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Troop 688 Celebrates 100 Years of Scouting
Mike Kidd, Troop 688 Committee Chair
n March 14, Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) Troop 688
celebrated the 100th anniversary of
Scouting in America with a dinner
for the Scouts and their families. Over
170 people attended the gala event
held at Christ Church in Fairfax Station. Former leaders of the troop and
everyone who had earned the rank of
Eagle while in Troop 688 were invited
and recognized at this centennial
celebration.

O

Eagle Scout and Crosspointe resident
Conor Quigley served as Master of
Ceremony for the evening’s program.
Highlights included Life Scout Brian
Shea’s speech on the history of the
BSA and the troop historian Star
Scout Michael Schultz’s slide show
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presentation on the troop’s activities in
2009.
The dessert cakes were cut by Troop
688’s newest Eagle Scout Reed Nagel
and Tenderfoot Scout Andrew White,
the oldest and youngest Scouts in
Troop 688. They personiﬁed the
anniversary’s slogan, Celebrating the
Adventure, Continuing the Journey.
The BSA was founded on Feb. 8,
1910. The celebration was originally
scheduled for that evening; however,
February’s record snowfalls forced the
event to be postponed until March.
Christ Church, located at 8285 Glen
Eagles Lane, Fairfax Station, sponsors BSA Troop 688. The troop meets
every Monday night at the church at
7:30 p.m.
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Opposite page, left: As Scoutmaster
Barry Ryan holds the cakes, Eagle
Scout Reed Nagel and Tenderfoot
Scout Andrew White cut the first
pieces of dessert.
Above, left: Barry Ryan congratulates
his successor as John Sciacca begins
his new role as Scoutmaster of Troop
688.
Above, right: The night’s master of
ceremony, Conor Quigley (left) and
Troop Scribe Tyler Wynkoop draws
names for the door prizes.
At right: Over 170 Scouts, family
members, and guests gathered
at Christ Church to celebrate
Boy Scouts of America’s 100th

anniversary.
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2nd Annual Halleybrook Basketball Fundraiser—a HUGE success!
Melissa Hendrickson
he Halley and Silverbook Elementary School PTA’s hosted
over 2,000 people at the HalleyBrook
Basketball Tournament Fundraiser on
Friday, March 12, at the South County
Secondary School. The Halley Hornets
took home the championship trophy
by winning the game 34 to 23. The win
for Halley Elementary rounds out a 30
year career in the school system for the
Halley Elementary School Principal,
Janet Funk, who will retire this June.

T

The event beneﬁted both the Halley
and Silverbrook Elementary School
PTA’s and featured a spirited basketball game between teachers and staﬀ
members from each school; a performance by the schools’ All County
Choir participants, a halftime performance by the 5th and 6th grade HalleyBrook Dance Crew, a performance by
the South County Secondary School
Drum Line, relay races with teams
including students and staﬀ from
each school; DJ entertainment, raﬄes,
prizes and more!
“It is such a great feeling to work on
an event that puts the ‘fun’ back in
fundraising for these two schools,”
said Pamela Kipps, Halley Elementary Chair for the Halleybrook Event.
“We had wonderful support from the
families and businesses in our local
community, and as a result were able
to create a very joyful, memorable, and
ﬁnancially successful event. Silverbrook Chair Cathy Judd and I couldn’t
be more pleased with the result.”
The HalleyBrook Committee is made
up of committed volunteers from both
Halley and Silverbrook Elementary
Schools working together to provide a
fun family event while raising money
for both PTA Programs at both
schools.
30
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From top:
Halley Elementary School took home the trophy
winning the game 32 to 23. Front Row: Michael
Roberson, Jan Funk, Kneeling: Christy Hall, Amy Blom,
Dorine Ferreira, Tammy Fagan, Sarah Sinclair, Laura
Kearns, Standing : Halley Hornet ( Sharon DeMello),
Jamey Chianetta, Laurie Yeager, Mary Rokowski,
Michael Corigliano, Jennifer Buchko, Ian Creek, Isabel
Mueller, Jennifer Haar Missing: Tom Pennell and
Kendra Seymour
Teams shaking hands after the game.
Umaer Haq, a SACC Teacher, goes one on one with
Halley Elementary School Physical Education Teacher,
Ian Creek, for the basket.
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Classified Ads
Pet Sitting

Professional Tutoring

Personalized, compassionate service. Pet
medical background - Geriatric Specialty
- 15+yrs of Qualiﬁed hands on experience.
Recommended by clients, Vets and other
professional sitters. Let me plan a positive experience for your pet. Call Laura
at PETSRME 703.924.1616. BondedInsured.

UVA-trained tutor available to support
students in grades 7–12 and college. Math
(Pre-Algebra through Trigonometry/PreCalculus), Spanish, French, English, History,
Study Skills. Comprehensive SAT Preparation and College Coaching programs. Please
call Julia Ross at 703.830.7037.

Child Care - Day or Evening

Professional English/Writing Tutor

College honor graduate available for
immediate employment March–May,
prior to graduate school. Experienced,
reliable, and Red Cross certiﬁed. Call Beth,
571.331.5694.

State-certiﬁed, 7–12. MA English; TeacherConsultant, Northern Virginia Writing
Project. Nine years experience—all ability
levels. Assistance in writing, literature, reading comprehension, study skills vocabulary.
Ginny Kochis—703.909.7425; thewritingwell@earthlink.net.

Cleaning Services
House cleaning: reliable, experienced, good
references, ﬂexible scheduling, reasonable
rates. We bring our own equipment.
Weekly—bi-weekly—monthly—
occasionally. One-time, move-in/out;
oﬃces. For free in-home estimate, call
Maryen/Raul at 703.321.5335.

Summer Child Care
College honor student seeking summer
child care employment. Available May–August. Experienced, reliable and Red Cross
certiﬁed. Call Kristen, 703.470.6799.

Taylor Construction
Specializing in home improvements;
general handyman, deck power washing,
home repairs, interior and exterior
painting; no job is too small. Free estimates.
Licensed, bonded and insured. Call Rick
Taylor at 703.690.0088.

G&S Carpet Cleaning
Professional steam cleaning at an aﬀordable
price. Services include: rug and furniture
cleaning, pet stain and odor treatments,
water damage restoration. Licensed and
insured. Three (3) areas, $60; 8 areas, $90;
10 areas, $150. Please call 703.987.0359.

Tree Services
Fall Specials: tree and shrub trimming,
shaping and removal; stump removal. 25
years landscaping experience, professional
urban forester. Reasonable rates. References
available. Call Ray at 703.569.3415.

Concerned About Your Bradford
Pear Tree(s)?
ForesTreeConsultants have ﬁfteen years
of experience trimming Bradford pears
properly to make them safe and beautiful.
Call Ray at 703.569.3415.
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www.juliarossprofessionaltutoring.com

SAT Preparation
SAT Classes for Juniors and Seniors is
forming now. Many students improve
400 points or more. Strong SAT scores
will open doors for your student, both in
college admissions and scholarships. Please
call Julia Ross at 703.830.7037. www.
juliarossprofessionaltutoring.com.

Guitar Lessons
by professional guitar instructor and performer - beginning through advanced levels.
Teaching privately in the Northern Virginia
area for the last 20 years. Bachelors of Music
—Berklee College of Music. www.johnsessums.com. Call John Sessums 703.425.2857.

Basement, Baths, Kitchens
Drywall ﬁnishing & repair exterior wood rot,
tile, deck & fence repair, e-gress windows,
framing crown molding & more. Small jobs
welcome, call 703.987.5096 for free estimate.
36 years experience, licensed & insured, lots
of references.

Home Improvements & Handyman
Services
Full service electrical, remodel kitchens
& baths, ﬁnish your basement, painting,
caulking, drywall & patchwork, wood rot,
doors, windows, decks & deck repairs,
ﬂooring, duct cleaning, and more!! Call
703.296.2867.

your COMMUNITY

calendar

All events are held at the Crosspointe Community
Center, 8275 Glen Eagles Lane, unless otherwise
noted. All Crosspointe meetings are open to all
homeowners.

APRIL
Sun. 4 EASTER
Mon. 5 Architectural Review Board
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Tue. 6 Pool Commitee meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 7 Open Space Committee
meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 14 Board of Trustees meets, 7:00 p.m
Mon. 19 Architectural Review Board
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Thu. 22 EARTH DAY
Thu. 29 Tennis Committee meets, 7:00 p.m.

MAY
Mon. 3 Architectural Review Board
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Tue. 4 Pool Commitee meets, 7:30 p.m.
Wed. 5 Open Space Committee
meets, 7:30 p.m.
Thu. 6 Pool Registration 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Sat. 8 Community Yard Sale
Sat. 8 Pool Registration 10 a.m - 1p.m
Wed. 12 Board of Trustees meets, 7:00 p.m.
Mon. 17 ARB Meeting 7pm
Thu. 20 Pool Registration 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Sat. 22 Pool Registration 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Tue. 25 Pool Registration 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Wed. 26 Pool Registration 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Thu. 27 Tennis Committee meets, 7:00 p.m.
May 28 Pool Registration 1 - 4 p.m.
For up-to-date meeting information visit
your Crosspointe community Web site at
www. crosspointe.info.

Wholesale Jewelry
NovaGold specializes in buying and selling
gold, gems, and estates. We can come to
you as a private transaction or visit us in
our gem lab inside Eddie Greenan Jewelers,
Springﬁeld, VA. Jamie Grasso, Gold &
Estate Buyer, Jamie@novagoldllc.com,
703.585.8004.
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Your submissions to this newsletter are
always welcome. Send your articles to
cp.chronicle@verizon.net by the 15th of
the month before publication.
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Classified Ads
Juanita’s Cleaning Service

MTM Solutions

House cleaning, reliable, experienced. Good
references, resonable rates. We bring our
own equipment. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,
occasionally, one-time. For a free in home
estimate, please call me at 703.913.4285 or
571.334.3713.

Tax Preparation
Tax returns prepared professionally by CPA
and Enrolled Agent with over 21 years
experience. Authorized IRS e-File Provider.
Specialist in individual Taxation. Call Syd
Hasan, CPA, EA, at 703.690.2600 or e-mail
to SydCorp@aol.com.

Professional Piano Tuning
To A-440. Crosspointe residents discount of
$25 oﬀ normal rate of $150 = $125. Pitch
raise beyond 10 cents, $20 extra.Key repair,
regulation and hammer shaping available at
extra charge. Keith, 703.459.7758.
Experienced tutor serving grades K, 1 and 2
in reading, writing and handwriting, Multiple
learning styles used. Contact Traci Taylor at
571.642.0517 or Seesmiles1@yahoo.com.
y

JUST
JOIN IN!

The next issue of the Crosspointe
Chronicle is the May 2010
issue. Submit ADS by April 10
Call the community center office
at 703.690.2321.

Fabrications Custom Interior Fashions
…can help you select beautiful fabrics and
create the perfect designs for your window
treatments. Superior workmanship, professional
installations, references. Call Sherry at
703.495.0370. www.fabricationscif.com.

Electrical Work

Tutoring

NO
registration
required!

Next Issue

New circuits, switches, outlets, standard &
recessed lighting, ceiling fans, tubs/spas, service
upgrades, buyer/seller services, basements,
home inspection services! Licensed, insured!
Call 703.296.2867.

MTM Solutions Computer Services: Experts
with many years of experience ﬁxing, maintaining, upgrading and advising your computer needs. Network setup for small or large
necessities and website design for personal or
business use. Call us: 703.203.8130.

R.R. Home Improvement
22 years experience, very low rates. We do
painting, drywall, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, ﬂoors and general household repairs.
Call at 703.801.9151 or 703.495.0781. Visit
our Web site rrhomeimprove.com.

Sparkle Upholstery
Is your cushion getting too soft? Same day
foam cushion replacement, custom cut foam
to ﬁt any size and shape. Upholstery, slip
cover, wood reﬁnishing, wood repair, and antique restoration. 703.354.2616 sparkle5712@
yahoo.com.

WANTED:
Wanted outside wooden playset. Please contact
703.690.6068.

CROSSPOINTE

Community

YARD

To Advertise
CLASSIFIED ADS
 Resident Personal Ads
 Wanted, Services, For Sale, etc.
$5/35 words
 Lost/Found, Carpools, Giveaways
FREE
 Resident Business Ads
$18/35 words
 Non-resident Ads
$20/35 words

DISPLAY ADS

Saturday, May 8
8 am — 2 pm
No Rain Date
Sale will be advertised in
The Washington Post
Call Grace K with any questions:
703-690-5863
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Business Cards: ........ $38
Quarter Page: ........... $70
One Half Page: ......... $115
Full Page: .................. $220
5% discount on ads run for three consecutive months with no change.
All ads for the Crosspointe Chronicle MUST
be submitted and paid for BY CHECK ONLY by
the 10th of each month prior to publication.
A typesetting charge will be assessed for any
advertisement not meeting our standards for
size, clarity, content, accuracy, etc. To avoid this
additional charge, call to secure pre-approval
of your ad. For information call the Crosspointe
Community Center office at 703.690.2321, M–F,
9 A.M.–4:30 P.M.
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