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Good
Turns
Submitted by
Sharon Arndt
ub Scout Pack
88, chartered by
Christ United
Methodist Church,
recently hosted a Pack
meeting at Silverbrook
Elementary to highlight good turns within
their community. The
scouts began construction of ﬂower boxes that will be planted with “seeds of kindness” for a neighboring nursing home, collected over 100 toys for the Marine Corp’s national Toys
for Tots program, and donated scout items such as uniform accessories and
camping gear for its new brother cub scout pack in Iraq’s Green Zone.

C

Pictured above are Crosspointe residents and Webelos scouts (left to right)
William Riﬀe, Drew Herbert and Timothy Arndt assisted by Marine Lance
Corporal Kenneth Quinn of the Quantico Marine Base in Staﬀord, Virginia as
they build their ﬂower box. Pictured below are cub scouts and leaders of Pack 88
posing with their donations for Iraqi scouts.
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Robert Schultz
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Bruce Evjen, 703.690.0649
bevjen@alionscience.com

Assistant Manager
Brian Heisler
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Crosspointe has recently sent a
letter to the members of the Fairfax
County School Board stating support for the construction of a new South County Middle School.
You may go to http://www.crosspointe.info/easyfile/filephp?d
ownload=200.901.23212812315 to see the text of that letter.
We encourage Crosspointe homeowners to use this as a template
in sending your own letter, or e-mail, to the School Board stating
your individual support.
The mailing address for the Fairfax County School Board is:
8115 Gatehouse Road, Suite 400, Falls Church, VA 22042.

Bob Klocek
bobk357@verizon.net
Gary Saturen, 703.495.0674
gary.saturen@verizon.net

Trash Contractor
AAA Trash, 703.818.8222
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If you are preparing to sell your home, you may obtain this
disclosure packet by goin online at: www.armstrong-mgt.com.

Communications
Bob Bohls, Co-Chair
703.690.9782
Sharon Goodrich, Co-Chair
703.690.9782

Mount Vernon Council
VACANT
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The Virginia Property Owner’s Association Act (POAA) requires property owners who live in a community association
and are selling their home to obtain an association disclosure packet and to provide it to the new purchaser.

The “Crosspointe Chronicle” is the official
newsletter of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association (HOA), 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, Fairfax Station, VA. 22039
Contents are for information only. Articles
express the opinions of the authors, not
the HOA. The HOA Board of Trustees, the
Communication Committee, the Chronicle
editor, and the contributors assume no
responsibility for errors, omissions, or
consequences resulting from information
provided in this or any previous edition.
The HOA does not officially endorse any of
the products or services advertised herein.
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Candidates for the 2009 Crosspointe
Board of Trustees election
Bruce Evjen
BOT Elections Committee Chair
he Crosspointe Board of Trustees
(BOT) Elections Committee
is pleased to announce that we have
received six nominations for the ﬁve
Crosspointe Board of Trustees seats
up for election in 2009. The nominees,
whose biographies are on pages 4 and
5, include four incumbents and two
new homeowners, one of whom has
previously been elected to the BOT.

T

Oﬃcial BOT Election Ballots will
be included with the announcement
of the Annual Meeting mailed to all
Crosspointe homeowners of record in

T

Addressing erosion issues in the community continues to be a primary
concern of the OSC. Oﬃcials from
Fairfax County have responded to the
letter sent them by the community
Board of Trustees on behalf of the
OSC, though it remains to be seen
whether this responsiveness will translate into action in the near term. OSC
members are agreed that action must
be taken soon to ﬁx these long standing problems.
Open space encroachment continues
to be an issue within the community.

Crosspointe Chronicle

John Cewe

late February. Please take a few moments to complete the ballot and then
submit it in accordance with the printed
instructions.

Pat Ciarlo
Mike Edinger
Rick Furiga

In addition, Ballots will be available for
submission at the Annual Meeting. This
year’s Annual Meeting for Crosspointe
Swim and Racquet, Inc. is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 24, at 7:00 p.m. at
Silverbrook Elementary School.

Howard Kaufer
Alan Sullivan

In order to get to know the candidates
better, you are cordially invited to attend a Meet the Candidates Night on
Thursday, February 26, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Crosspointe Community Center.

Open Space Committee –
preparing for an active 2009
Greg Pickell, OSC Chairman
he Open Space Committee (OSC)
is currently working a number of
issues that will aﬀect the community
in the months ahead. OSC members
discussed a variety of topics at the
January meeting including erosion
problems, encroachment concerns,
fallen trees in the open space, trail
planning and other concerns.

Our Nominees

The Committee continues to work
with homeowners and other aﬀected
parties to ensure that the open spaces
within the community remain in their
natural state. In a related issue, it has
been noted that recent winds and heavy
rains have resulted in an unusually
large number of fallen trees in the open
spaces. The Committee is working with
the community manager to examine
the aﬀected areas, and the issue will be
discussed at the February OSC meeting.
Finally, OSC members agreed to support the development of a comprehensive trail plan for the community, building on extensive survey work conducted
last year. Once in place, the comprehensive trail plan will provide the basis for
trail repairs and maintenance as well as
the construction of any new trails.
The next monthly meeting of the OSC
will be 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 4, at the Crosspointe Community
Center.

www.crosspointe.info

Important
Community Numbers
Community
Community Center ................... 703.690.2321
Armstrong Mgt (Fairfax) ........... 703.385.1133
AAA Trash Disposal ................... 703.818.8222

County
Fire & Police (Emergency) ......... 911
Police (Non-Emergency) ........... 703.691.2131
Fairfax County Animal Control .. 703.691.2131

Utilities
Virginia Power ......................... 888.667.3000
Washington Gas ....................... 703.750.1000
Verizon .................................... 703.876.7000
Cox Cable ................................. 703.378.8400
Water Authority ....................... 703.698.5800

VDOT
VDOT........................................ 703.383.8368
VDOT (Snow Plowing) ............... 703.383.8368
VDOT (Potholes) ....................... 703.383.8368

To Report:
Missing Street Signs
(Fairfax County) ....................... 703.934.2840
Outages, including street lights
(Virginia Power) ....................... 888.667.3000
Abandoned cars
(Fairfax County Police).............. 703.691.2131

Jan-Feb 2009
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Board of Trustee Candidates

(listed in alphabetical order)

John Cewe

Pat Ciarlo

Mike Edinger

My family has lived in Crosspointe for
nearly 14 years. I have been a Fairfax
County resident since 1972. My wife and I
have two adult children, one still in college.
Both of our children attended Hayﬁeld
Secondary School.

The purpose of this letter is to request that
my name be placed in nomination for the
2009 Board of Trustees election.

My name is Mike Edinger and my family
and I have lived in Crosspointe for just
over a year. We are reminded every day
that we made the right choice buying a
home in Crosspointe. This community is a
great place to live and I am committed to
doing all I can to help it remain that way.

I am a civilian employed by the Department of Defense. For the past six years
I have served on the Board of Trustees
in various capacities and have served as
Treasurer and Vice President. Prior to that
I served four years on the Pool Committee, where I had primary responsibility for
budget functions. I also am a member of
the Neighborhood Watch committee.
While on the BOT I have worked to keep
assessments level, but consistent to support
the proper upkeep of the community. I
have also worked to facilitate ARB action
on homeowner requests while opposing
violations that cause harm to our property
values. I have worked to promote greater
use of the community’s Web site and also
ensure good stewardship of all Crosspointe
ﬁnances. Over the past six years I have
worked closely with all of our committees:
ARB, Budget, Pool, Tennis, Open Space,
Neighborhood Watch, etc.
I would like to continue serving our community and contributing to the continued
enhancement of Crosspointe. I want to
make Crosspointe an even better place to
live. As a member of the BOT I would
strive to continue the management of the
community’s business in a manner that
enhances our quality of life and property
values, while exercising good common
sense judgement.
I know of no conﬂicts of interest that
would preclude my serving as a member of
the Board of Trustees.
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I have been a member of the BOT since
2005 and appreciate the opportunity to
serve the community in this capacity. My
family and I have lived in Crosspointe
since 1987. I served on the ﬁrst resident
ARB for two years and later served ﬁve
years on the BOT as a resident trustee
when Crosspointe was still under Developer control. I also worked for a Community Management ﬁrm for 10 years
as Architectural Administrator. I am very
familiar with Crosspointe’s founding documents, the Virginia Property Owners Act
(POA), community management business
processes, and the role, responsibilities and
limitations of an HOA. I look forward to
supporting the community and contributing my professional experience, BOT
experience, and corporate memory to the
Crosspointe BOT.
If re-elected, I would continue to represent
the interests of all members of the community and help to maintain Crosspointe’s
resources and amenities to insure that we
remain one of the area’s premier communities.
I have no personal agenda or known
conﬂicts of interest and pledge to fairly
represent the interests of all Crosspointe
residents. Thank you for your consideration.

I am an 18 year veteran of the United
States Air Force, and have served in a variety of leadership positions during that time.
As a career oﬃcer I bring a set of proven
leadership, planning and organizing skills,
and have held numerous positions developing, coordinating and implementing
US government policy. These experiences
lend themselves well to the sort of leadership role performed by a HOA Board of
Trustee.
In addition to my professional experience,
I have been an active member of several
Homeowners Associations in the neighborhoods in which I have lived over the
past 14 years. Those neighborhoods were
both new and old and the HOAs faced a
variety of issues. From starting up a new
HOA to the issues associated with an
older neighborhood, I understand the hard
choices that are sometimes needed to keep
a neighborhood a functioning, inviting
place to live. I have been involved in making those choices and can bring a wealth of
experience to the Crosspointe BOT as we
face issues related to aging infrastructure
within the community.

This year’s Annual Meeting for Crosspointe Swim and Racquet, Inc.
is scheduled for Tuesday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.
at Silverbrook Elementary School.
This year there are six Crosspointe homeowners who have submitted
their names as candidates for election to the Board of Trustees for
the five open positions.
Ballots and official announcement of the Annual Meeting will be
mailed to all Crosspointe homeowners of record in late February.

www.crosspointe.info
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Board of Trustee Candidates

. . . . . (listed in alphabetical order)

Richard (Rick) Furiga

Howard M. Kaufer

Alan Sullivan

My wife, Linda, and I have been Crosspointe residents for over 15 years. We
thoroughly enjoy living in this energetic
community.

I am the president of the Crosspointe
Board of Trustees and would like to be
re-elected to serve for another term on the
Board. My wife and I have been Crosspointe residents since 1994. I am an attorney for a Department of Defense agency.

My family and I have been residents of
Crosspointe for over nineteen years and
have experienced ﬁrsthand the community’s evolution from a semi-rural development under construction to a mature
neighborhood experiencing the eﬀects of
growth occurring all around us.

I retired from the Navy in 1977 as a Commander after 20 years of service. I am a
Vietnam veteran having served with the
River Assault Force in the Mekong Delta.
My second career was with the Department of Energy where I held the position
of Deputy Assistant Secretary for the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve for almost all
of my 26 years with DOE. I retired from
DOE in 2003.
I hold a BS from the Naval Academy and
an MS from the University of Kansas. I
have three adult children from a previous
marriage and for the past 7 years, Linda
and I have been blessed to have our grandchild, Katy, in our care and custody. Katy is
a third grader at Halley Elementary where
I am currently President of the PTA. We
are members of Christ Church.
I served two terms on the Board of Trustees from 1996 to 2000. I would appreciate
the opportunity to serve the community
once again. I am committed to the proactive maintenance of our Crosspointe facilities, prudent capital improvements and
responsible ﬁnancial management.

As a trustee, I have held three diﬀerent
oﬃces and been liaison to the Open Space
Committee (OSC), the Pool Committee,
and the Architectural Review Board. I am
a member of Neighborhood Watch. Before
being elected to the Board, I served on the
OSC from 1995–2003, the last two years
as chairman.
If re-elected, I will continue to support
investments that maintain Crosspointe as
one of the premier, family-friendly communities in the DC area, while continuing
to keep our dues reasonable.
The Board had a number of signiﬁcant
accomplishments in the last year. These
include hiring a professional money
management ﬁrm to maximize the interest
we receive on investments, and funding
the improvement of two entrances along
Route 123 (two more scheduled this year),
and the volleyball court at Oak Chase Pool.
The important issues for the next year
include balancing our budget during these
challenging times and deterring vandalism.
The Board should also remain engaged in
matters that impact our community, such
as the middle school, reuse of the prison
site, and zoning changes in nearby areas.
I would appreciate your vote so that I can
continue working for Crosspointe. The
other trustees seeking re-election also
deserve your vote because we make a good
team.

You are encouraged to attend the Meet the Candidates Night on
Thursday, February 26 at 7:00 pm at the
Crosspointe Community Center

Crosspointe Chronicle
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I’ve been a member of the Board of Trustees for two terms and am now reaching
the point where I’m conversant with the
myriad of issues that come to the BOT,
be they traﬃc-related requests, Statemandated dam inspections, support of the
Architectural Guidelines, fence maintenance and more. During the last year, the
Board has implemented revised investment
management policies that both improve
the returns and security of Crosspointe
Operating and Capital Reserves, as well
as commencing the re-landscaping of
the community entrances. My particular
concern of late has to do with increasing
homeowner association fee delinquencies, a
result of the recent ﬁnancial and real estate
markets turbulence. Crosspointe’s in better
shape than most communities, but we are
watching it carefully.
Crosspointe is at the point where substantial infrastructure renewal is required.
The landscaping is one such eﬀort; we are
investing in the tennis courts in early 2009.
Trails are being assessed, and the majority of tot lots have been replaced in recent
years. The Heron Pond bridge was recently
replaced. All of this is done from funds
previously set aside for these purposes .
My goal is to ensure that Crosspointe remains as attractive a place to live and raise
a family ten years from now as it is today.
To do so will require more of what the
BOT has been doing—actively monitoring the health of the community facilities
and keeping up with their maintenance,
supporting fair and consistent enforcement
of the ARB standards, working with our
neighbors on regional issues and continuing our sound ﬁnancial policies. To that
end, I ask for your vote to serve another
term on the BOT.

Jan-Feb 2009
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Community Management

Reminders regarding
pets in Crosspointe

I

f you are a dog owner, you are
required by the Fairfax County
Leash Law to keep your dog on a
leash. Letting your dog run unrestricted on Crosspointe property is a
violation of the law and reportable to
the Fairfax County Animal Control
at 703.830.3310. Any resident who
witnesses a dog running throughout
the community that is not on a leash
are encouraged to contact the Animal
Control oﬃce at the number above
and request that the Animal Control
Oﬃce respond.
Please remember that Fairfax County
ordinances also state that you must
pick up after your pet. When pet
waste is left on sidewalks, streets and
grassy areas, it is ﬂushed into the nearest waterway when it rains. This waste
then goes into storm drains where it
travels to ponds or creeks untreated.
Storm drains do not lead to wastewater treatment facilities. Please do your
part and pick up any waste left by your
pets, whether it is on Crosspointe, your
neighbor’s, or your property.

Winter Tips for
Pets
Pets should be
kept indoors
during winter
months. If a pet is
outdoors, by law, it
must be provided
with shelter. The
pet’s house should be elevated oﬀ the
ground to prevent moisture accumulation and have a door of some kind to
keep out winter winds, sleet and snow.
Shelters should be insulated or heated.
In severely cold or inclement weather,
no pet should be kept outside. Indoor
pets should have sleeping quarters in a
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Proposed Bylaws Amendment:
Article XI-Elections Committee
Robert Schultz, Community Manager

T

he Crosspointe Board of Trustees proposes an amendment to the Bylaws of
Crosspointe Swim and Racquet, Inc. As required by the Bylaws, any proposed
amendment must be presented to the Crosspointe members prior to adoption and
therefore the proposed amendment is included below for review and comment. The
Crosspointe Board of Trustees will oﬃcially vote on this amendment at their meeting on March 11, 2008.
There are two proposed changes to the existing wording. One is to change “three”
months to “ﬁve” months. This allows the Board more time to establish the Elections
Committee and to solicit the nominations. The other proposed change is to replace
the word “two” with “at least” to indicate the committee shall consist of a minimum
of two members who are not elected members of the Board but may include additional members if the need arises.

Article XI – Elections Committee
The Board of Trustees shall appoint an Elections Committee no later than two
months and not earlier than three five months prior to the annual meeting
date. The Committee shall consist of a chairman who shall be a member of
the Board of Trustees and two at least two Members, none of whom shall be
candidates for office. The Elections Committee shall make as many nominations
for election to the Board of Trustees, as it shall in its discretion determine, but
not less than the number of vacancies that are to be filled. It shall be the duty
of the Committee to provide supervision of the nomination and election of
Trustees in accordance with procedures adopted by the Board and placed in
the Book of Resolutions.

Owners who wish to express their disapproval of this amendment may
send written comments to cp.manager@verizon.net and all correspondence
will be provided to the Board prior to the oﬃcial vote in March. Please ensure your name and address are included along with your comments. Board
meetings are open and owners may personally speak to the Board about
this issue. Thank you.

draft-free, warm area with their bed or
mattress elevated slightly oﬀ the ﬂoor.
For bedding, use hay or other nonabsorbent materials that will remain
dry during inclement weather.

Other tips to keep pets safe:
 Don’t let dogs oﬀ their leash or
they may get lost and suﬀer from coldweather related problems.

www.crosspointe.info

 Frostbitten skin is red or gray. Apply warm, moist towels to thaw out
frostbitten areas slowly until the skin
appears ﬂushed. Contact your veterinarian as soon as possible for further
care.
 Snow and salt should be removed
from pets’ paws immediately to avoid
burning the paw pads. Use a pet-safe

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Manager’s Comments
Your HOA Assessments
As a member of the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association, you should receive a bill for
the quarterly assessment about two weeks
before the due date. Quarterly assessments
remain at $210 per quarter, exclusive of
pipestem assessments, and are due on
January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1
(these due dates never change).
Payments MUST be mailed to:
Crosspointe Swim & Racquet, Inc.
c/o Armstrong Management Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 7778, Philadelphia, PA 19101-7778
DO NOT MAIL THE PAYMENT TO THE
COMMUNITY MANAGER OR LEAVE
IT IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER
DROPBOX.
A $25 late fee is charged for payments more
than 30 days past due. Should payment not
be received within 45 days of the due date,
additional collection fees will be assessed
to the owner’s account. Also, you lose your
privileges to use the pool or any other
Crosspointe recreational facility until your
assessment is paid in full.
Remember—you are responsible for
paying your quarterly assessment
by its due date even if you do not
receive the bill. If you do not receive
your bill, please call ARMSTRONG at
703.385.1133.

de-icing salt. Outdoor pets require extra calories to keep warm so feed your
pet a little more during cold winter
months.
 Be sure your pet’s water doesn’t
freeze while outdoors by using a
heated water source.

About homeowner assessments
Robert Schultz, Community Manager
his month I have been asked to
write a little bit about homeowner
assessments. These are the payments
ayments
you make every quarter to Crosspointe providing the largest portion of income
required to operate the
community.

T

Crosspointe homeowners
enter into a legal agreement to pay
ity as
assessments to the community
part of the purchase of their home.
These are determined on an annual
basis following a thorough review of
Crosspointe’s ﬁnancial requirements
by management, the various committees including the Budget and Finance
Committee, and ﬁnally the Board of
Trustees.
Each year you receive a copy of the
annual budget and notice about the
upcoming year’s assessments. Assessments are due on a quarterly basis and
are to be paid on January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 of each year. The
vast majority of owners make these
payments without issue and on time.
Thank you.
Crosspointe has a very good policy
regarding the collection of payments
from all owners. If a payment is not
during cold weather. Be sure to check
under the hood before starting your
vehicle and honk the horn to startle
any animals seeking shelter inside.
*Information taken from
www.fairfaxcounty.gov

 Cats, house pets and wildlife may
climb onto vehicle engines for warmth
Crosspointe Chronicle
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received within 30 days of the due date,
Armstrong Management is tasked to
send a reminder notice to the owner.
If payment is not received
w
within
45 days of the due
d
date,
a Demand Letter is
th sent.
then
Crosspointe tasks both
the management comp
pany
and the Association’s
attorney to pursue all
available lawful measures to collect past due
funds. Unfortunately this sometimes
means that legal actions are taken
against the owner, including a lien
against the home or possibly even a
lawsuit. These actions are not taken
as a punitive measure but to ensure
everyone meets their ﬁnancial obligation as a member of the community.
Crosspointe could not operate if owners failed to pay their assessments.
Fortunately, Crosspointe has a fairly
low number of owners who do not pay
their assessments. The delinquency
rate for Crosspointe has hovered
around 4% during the past year. That
is fairly low but it still equals over
$45,000 in unpaid assessments.
As a member of Armstrong Management, I am aware of some communities within the local area who have had
to cut back on certain operations and
maintenance due to unpaid assessments. You can imagine the negative
impact on a community when 10–20%
of the expected income is not available.
Can you imagine if the trash were only
picked up once a week or the grounds
mowed once a month due to inadequate funds? Let us hope that never
happens here.

Jan-Feb 2009
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Neighborhood Watch

Watching our
neighborhood
Gary Saturen,
Neighborhood Watch
Chairman & Trustee

Crosspointe update
Looking back at
December through
mid-January, the
number of incidents has been relatively
small. That’s to be expected given the
colder weather we’ve experienced.
While we often see a number of problems associated with holiday decorations being damaged or removed, there
were only a couple such situations
reported this year. On the other hand,
we did have a number of reports of
more general vandalism, including one
potentially very dangerous incident
atypical of this time of the year.

Potentially dangerous fire
The serious incident to which I’m
referring was a ﬁre in the open ﬁeld
south of the Oak Chase tennis courts.
While a couple of teens were observed
heading toward this area just prior to
the ﬁre being reported, it can’t be said
with certainty that they were involved.
This ﬁre may have been set intentionally, or it may have been an accident
(for example; it may have been caused by
a casually tossed cigarette butt). What we
do know is that the ﬁre rapidly became
serious in size and in the scope of its
threat to engulf the immediately adjacent woods. As it was, perhaps an acre
of Crosspointe open area was damaged
by the ﬁre, and it required considerable
eﬀort by the Fire Department to stop
it.
Fires in this open area and in the
adjacent woods are not a new experience to Crosspointe. This past spring
and summer, a number of residents
Crosspointe Chronicle

reported that teens had established a
“camp site” in these woods, and that
activity at this site included ﬁres being
lit. Smoke was observed and there was
at least one previous ﬁre of which I’m
aware. I explored the site in the woods
and found a shallow ﬁre pit and signs
of ﬁres being lit there, not to mention
trash which clearly pointed to various types of alcoholic beverages being
consumed and to other “inappropriate”
activity. Unfortunately this site can’t
be observed from the community’s
streets; thus it is not really something
which the Neighborhood Watch can
monitor eﬀectively.
Because of the high ﬁre risk as well
as the other illegal activities occurring at the camp site, the community
contacted the Fairfax County Police.
The police came and explored the
site, as well as identifying it from the
air via helicopter. The police agreed
that catching the teens using this site
should be a priority. There were at

least two subsequent occasions when
the police responded to reports of the
site being in use; unfortunately no apprehensions were made.
It is not clear whether there is a connection between the activities and
persons using the camp site this past
spring, summer and fall, and those
who were observed in that area when
the ﬁre occurred in late December.
We do know, that there have been a
number of recent incidents of vandalism both to private and community
property and in the area of the Oak
Chase pool and tennis courts.

All of this adds up to the need for
increased vigilance by all of us.
If you live on or near Oak Chase Circle,
and particularly if you are close to the
Oak Chase community facilities,
or if you live in a home backing to the
wooded area between Cross Chase
Circle, Chase Pointe Way or
Cross View Court and our Oak Chase
community facilities,
THE COMMUNITY
NEEDS YOUR ASSISTANCE.
Please notify our community
management staff 703.690.2321,
the Neighborhood Watch,
Gary Saturen, home: 703.495.0674, or
cell: 571.215.1235) and/or
directly notify the police
(emergency number 911, or nonemergency number: 703.691.2131
if you observe any suspicious activity or
persons in this area.
We would also appreciate receiving
any information relating to the identity
of those who have been using
the camp site in these woods.
The identity of those providing such
information will not be made public.
Please help the community by assisting
in stopping activities which endanger
our residents and property.

Participate in Neighborhood Watch
Call 703.495.0674 or e-mail gary.saturen@verizon.net to find out how easy it is to contribute
to your community.

www.crosspointe.info
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Neighborhood Watch

Your Personal Safety
Gary Saturen, Neighborhood Watch Chairman & Trustee
es, we’ve passed the shortest day of the year. We’ve also
passed the big late hour shopping period around the
winter holidays. Gradually our days will get longer as the
winter season wanes over the next several months. However,
there are still long evening hours of darkness when we need
to be especially concerned with our personal safety. In fact,
even daylight does not guarantee our personal safety when
we’re “out and about”.

Y

As part of the Neighborhood Watch I’m often out patrolling our community during very late night time hours. I
know better than most how relatively safe Crosspointe is as
a community, because I receive monthly brieﬁngs on recent
crimes and crime trends from the police. Nevertheless, I
must acknowledge that when I’m out driving through the
community and I see joggers running alone past wooded areas, on our community trails, or walking small dogs in areas
with no lighted homes nearby, I often feel concern that at
any time, one incident could change all of our perceptions
and become a large shadow over the community.

PERSONAL SAFETY is not a police issue; it is
everyone’s responsibility. Knowing how to keep
yourself safe and how to avoid becoming a victim of
crime is critical, no matter where you work or live.

The general guidelines for personal safety
² Stay alert – Be aware of your surroundings
² Be confident – Walk with confidence and purpose
² Trust your instincts – Learn to trust intuition and react
to unsettled feelings

When you’re shopping or walking in public…
² Carry a cell phone
² Alert family/friends to your travel plans and when you
may be home
² Have an escort, if possible
² Avoid carrying large sums of money
² Report suspicious people or activity to police
² Walk in well-lit, populated areas; avoid cut-through
paths
² Avoid walking near hedges or bushes.
² Before leaving a bus/rail station, observe others

When you are in a parking lot…
² Lock car doors
² Park in well-lit areas
² Keep hands free, if possible
² Stay alert
² Have your keys in hand, ready to go
² Get into vehicle and lock your door immediately

If you become a victim of crime,
then the risk to your personal safety suddenly
becomes 100%
Please don’t take your personal safety for granted. Keep
safe during 2009.

* Data extracted from the Fairfax County Police Web site.
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The Rob Report

What’s
Going
On Next
Door
SOUTH COUNTY FEDERATION
MEETING OF JANUARY 13, 2009

MT. VERNON SUPERVISOR HYLAND
Budget
The County budget has about a $650
million deﬁcit. A 15% across-theboard cut of the budget for all agencies
would only reduce the deﬁcit by about
$150 million. There will have to be an
adjustment to the real estate tax rate to
compensate for the drop in real estate
assessments.
Former Prison Central Facility
The Alexander Company has made its
recommendation, which includes substantial residential development. The
next step is for the Board of Supervisors to take action on that proposal.
[Note: There is some citizen opposition to this development because it
will generate a substantial number of
students for the already overcrowded
South County-area schools.]
Middle School
Supervisor Hyland has requested the
School Board to approve placement of
the South County Middle School on
the 2010-2014 Capital Improvement
Program (CIP). The Schools and the
Park Authority may exchange adjacent
40-acre tracts to permit construction
of the school closer to the Secondary
School

SPRINGFIELD SUPERVISOR HERRITY
Fairfax County Police are overstretched, with not enough on duty at
certain times of day.
Crosspointe Chronicle

VDOT
VDOT made a presentation concerning the I-95 HOV/HOT lanes to be
constructed. During 2009, Fluor is
to make a $190 million payment to
VDOT and executed agreements to
do the work in two portions. When
completed, the reversible HOV/HOT
lanes will be open to transit vehicles,
motorcycles, and cars with 3 or more
occupants, at no toll. Other vehicles,
including hybrids with fewer than
three persons, will pay a toll which will
vary depending on the traﬃc volume
at the time. Tolls will be collected
electronically.
The northern portion will extend the
current HOV lanes to Garrisonville
Road and create three lanes in place
of the current two 12-foot wide lanes,
within the existing guard rails. One
shoulder will be reduced to 2½ feet.
The center lane will be 12 feet wide,
and the outer lanes 11 feet wide. This
will eliminate the need for VDOT to
acquire additional right-of-way.
The southern portion will extend the
HOV/HOT lanes into Spotsylvania
County.

NEW LANDFILL
EnviroSolutions, operator of the
construction debris landﬁll along
Furnace Road, has made a proposal
to create a construction debris landﬁll
on former prison property adjacent to
the County Trash Landﬁll which was

closed, after much eﬀort by residents,
some years ago. Under the proposal,
the company would make a contribution to South County infrastructure
improvements and, when the landﬁll
is full, would create a sportsplex on
the site. There is substantial support
for the proposal due to the sportsplex
that will result. There is opposition
from those who seek a reduction in
the large number of dump trucks on
South County streets.

SLEEP
This is a plan to revise school opening
and closing times to allow students to
sleep later and to minimize the number of school busses which the County
must operate. In this area, current
proposals are for Silverbrook ES to be
7:50-2:30, Halley ES to be 9:25-4:00,
Lorton Station ES to be 8:05-2:45,
South County Secondary School to
be 8:35-3:25, most middle schools
9:40-4:40. These are subject to change.
Details can be found on the Fairfax
County Public Schools web site, www.
fcps.edu.

NEW POLICE STATION
The SCF made clear to Supervisors
Hyland and Herrity that it considers
it essential that the County establish a
new police station to serve the South
County area, since the existing stations
are too far in distance and travel time.
Both Supervisors acknowledged the
need.

Interested in your community?

candidates

Be sure to VOTE for your
for the
Crosspointe Board of Trustees and ATTEND the annual
HOA meeting on March 24.
www.crosspointe.info
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Tennis Committee

Tennis update
Kevin Garrahan
Tennis Chair

Court Repairs in
2009
The Crosspointe
Board of Trustees (BOT) has approved repairs to all eight tennis courts.
A contract has been awarded to Mid
Atlantic Tennis Courts to repair existing cracks using the highly-touted
Armor Crack Repair system and then
to resurface the courts. Repairs will
probably occur during late-Spring
after the temperatures are consistently
above 50F.

Landscaping
The BOT has approved the installation of minor landscaping in the open
space near the tennis courts.
About a dozen Leyland Cypress trees
will be installed near the southeast
corner of the Glen Eagles courts.
These evergreens are intended to

maintain and enhance the beautiful
park-like setting of the courts.
At the Greentree Manor courts, a
maple tree will be planted between
the tennis courts and playground area
to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the
area, yet retain its openness.

Vandalism
Vandals damaged the Oak Chase
courts by spray painting graﬃti on the
bulletin board, gate, and windscreens.
Fortunately, the damage was limited
to areas outside the courts because the
gate was locked. So it is important
to please remember to close and lock
the gate after you play. The damage
outside the courts has been quickly
repaired.
Residents are asked to keep a close
watch and to notify the police if you
observe any suspicious persons. The
non-emergency number for the
Fairfax County police department is
703.691.2131.
Also, use of the tennis courts for any
activities other than tennis will dam-

Tennis Tip of the
Month
The conventional wisdom for hitting
approach shots (that you follow to the
net) has been to hit a slice up the line.
The slice (backspin) makes the ball
skid, keeping it low and harder for your
opponent to hit a topspin passing shot.
Hitting the approach down the line
allows you to cover most of the net with
a minimal amount of movement.
However, in today’s game more players
are approaching the net off a crosscourt approach, especially on their
backhand side. Andy Roddick does this
a lot.
The advantage to this tactic is that
you can make your opponent have to
pass you from off the court using their
backhand. It’s most effective against
players who hit two-handed backhands
since their reach is more limited.
Give it a try the next time you play, but
remember that you’ll have to hustle
extra fast to cover the other side of the
court.

age the court surface and is strictly
prohibited. If anyone observes any
non-authorized use of the tennis
courts, they should call the Crosspointe Community Center at
703.690.2321.
14
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Snacks, Songs and SANTA!
We had so much fun on December 13 when
Santa visited the children of Crosspointe! Santa was helped
out again by his “elves” in Girl Scout Troop #37. (Elizabeth
Archer, Allison Belkowitz, Rebecca Bloom, Rachel Epstein,
Nicole Frazzini, Julie Gibbons, Emma Henderson, Saoirse
Lucy and Chloe Sklar). A big thanks also goes out to several
wonderful volunteers: Jon & Matt Bloom, Rita Archer, Paul
Frazzini, Nannette Henderson, Tami Gibbons, Laurie Nash
and Stacy Sklar. It takes many hands to make three separate
Snack with Santa sessions go smoothly and these volunteers
helped make it an enjoyable day for everyone!
Since Santa loves it when children sing, we grabbed our song
sheets, shook our bells and sang Here Comes Santa Claus! and
Jingle Bells. Everyone was so excited to see Santa!
Santa’s elves helped the children decorate their frames with
foam stickers and served the ever popular snack of yummy
Krispy Kreme snowman doughnuts, chocolate milk and juice.
Each child got to visit with Santa and have their photo taken
to fit into their frame. Santa even gave everyone a very special stuffed animal as an early Christmas gift.
Thanks, Santa. See you next year!

Crosspointe Chronicle
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Board Notes
December 10, 2008
John Cewe, Trustee
Noting the presence of
a quorum, the President called the meeting
to order at 7:00 p.m.
The minutes of the previous meeting
were adopted.
Approval of the association’s ﬁnancial
statements for October 2008 were
deferred to the following month.

Resident issues-none
Committee reports/business
ARB, Open Space, Neighborhood
Watch
The BOT reviewed and accepted
committee minutes from these three
committees.

18
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BOT MEETINGS: DECEMBER 2008 & JANUARY 2009

Unfinished business
² The BOT entered into a discussion
concerning electrical repair proposals involving intersections along Ox
road. A decision was made to award
a contract for needed work.
² The BOT also discussed dam inspection requirements and the need
for further engineering and erosion
work. No speciﬁc decisions were
made and the trustees will consider
subsequent action based on future
status updates by the community
manager.
² The BOT approved a contract for
work to replace the community
center hot water heater.
² The BOT deferred action on a
potential Solar Energy Collection
Device Resolution. The trustees
desire to get input on this resolu-

www.crosspointe.info

tion from the Architecture Review
Board (ARB).

New business
The BOT considered several new business items:
² The BOT took action to renew the
community’s insurance policy with
Nationwide Insurance.
² The BOT deferred action on a
request by the Tennis Committee
involving landscaping proposals.
The trustees would like to discuss
the request with the committee
chair.
² The BOT accepted management’s
recommendation to renew a contract for cleaning of the community
center.
² The BOT also took action based on
a recommendation by the commun-

Crosspointe Chronicle

Board Notes
ity’s auditor. The action involved an
administrative resolution dealing
with reserve income and minimizing the community’s tax liability.

October and November 2008 were
reviewed and approved.

Resident issues

² The BOT also addressed administrative action involving the timing
of when the Election committee
could be formed each year.

One resident addressed the BOT
regarding an ARB decision.

² The BOT also discussed the upcoming annual Volunteer recognition party.

The BOT reviewed and accepted reports and minutes from the following
Committees: Neighborhood Watch
and ARB. The ARB had nominated
a resident who had completed his
eligibility requirements to be a new
member of the ARB. The Trustees met
with the resident and voted to endorse
his addition to the ARB.

² The Trustees went into executive
session for a brief discussion of
various issues.Following the discussion, the members reconvened in
open session.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:15 p.m.

January 14, 2009
Bruce Evjen, Trustee
The Crosspointe Board
of Trustees (BOT) held
its regular monthly
meeting on Wednesday.
January 14, 2009. With
a quorum present, the meeting was
called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Administrative notes
The minutes of the December 10, 2008
BOT meeting were reviewed and
approved. The Association’s Financial
Statements and Treasurers Report for

Crosspointe Chronicle

Committee reports

meet state certiﬁcation. The BOT will
continue to review proposals as they
are submitted and decided to draft a
letter to our State Delegate, Mr. Dave
Albo, to determine what the state may
be doing to assist communities with
this potentially expensive and unfunded requirement.

Crosspointe Annual Meeting

Unfinished business

The 2009 Annual Crosspointe Homeowners’ Meeting will be held a Silverbrook Elementary School on Tuesday,
March 24. The trustees directed that
invitations to address the homeowners be sent to our congressional, state,
county and school board representatives, as well as the Fairfax County
Police, to address community issues
and respond to homeowners’ questions.

Tennis Court Landscaping—The BOT
reviewed proposals provided by the
Open Space Committee (OSC) to
plant trees at the Glen Eagles and
Greentree Manor tennis courts. The
trustees accepted the proposal from
Hybla Valley Nursery to plant trees
which will serve to beautify the area
around the tennis courts.

The Annual Meeting will also include
the election of new BOT members,
ﬁve seats of which are up for election.
The Election Committee Chair nominated two homeowners for membership
on the 2009 Election Committee and
the nominations were accepted by the
BOT.

Heron Pond dam inspection and
certification
The BOT, responding to a Commonwealth of Virginia requirement to
certify the Heron Pond dam, has
solicited proposals from engineering
ﬁrms to perform the requisite tasks to

www.crosspointe.info

Bylaws amendment
The BOT reviewed and accepted a
proposed amendment to the Crosspointe Swim & Racquet Bylaws to allow the Elections Committee to be established earlier. The Amendment will
continued on page 20
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Board Notes
continued from page 19

be provided for homeowners’ review
before being considered for incorporation by the BOT for the 2010 election
cycle.

Volunteer appreciation
A volunteer appreciation party is
scheduled to be held at the Crosspointe Community Center on Saturday, February 7.

New business
New middle school
In response to a letter from our State
Delegate Dave Albo, the trustees
discussed and approved a motion to
have the President of the BOT send
a letter to the Fairfax County School
Board on behalf of the Crosspointe
residents expressing our support of the
construction of a new South County
Middle School. A copy of the endorsement will be posted on the Crosspointe Web site and is available as a
template for Crosspointe residents to
use to express their individual support
of the project.
Community directory
The current Crosspointe Community
Directory was developed in 2003 and
is in need of updating. The trustees
expressed their desire to distribute an
updated directory this year and will

20
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be looking for volunteers to help with
this project.

the bathrooms. The trustees discussed
the need for repairs and a potential
schedule for the work to be performed.
In order to aid its decision process, the
community management staﬀ was
asked to obtain several proposals for
the work so the BOT could obtain
cost estimates and determine an
implementation schedule.

Crosspointe erosion
With the help of community volunteers, the Crosspointe OSC has identiﬁed and reported to Fairfax County
areas of erosion on the community’s
open space that are the responsibility
of the county. The county has been in
contact with Crosspointe community
Executive Session
management staﬀ to acknowledge
The trustees went into executive sesreceipt and indicate that the request
sion for a brief discussion of various
is being reviewed. The BOT asked
issues.
Following the discussion, the
the staﬀ to continue to coordinate
members reconvened in open session
with the county and determine if the
and took several votes.
county has a timeline for addressing
the most signiﬁcant erosion issues.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
Community Center Maintenance
The BOT reviewed the material
condition of the community center,
speciﬁcally the condition of the paint,
wallpaper, and carpet within the main
area, and the vanities and ﬂoor tiles in

Have an ARB Application?
Make sure it is submitted to the on
site community center office prior to a
scheduled ARB meeting so that it can
reviewed for completeness and placed
on the agenda. Applications are provided to the ARB the Thursday before a
meeting, so please submit applications
to the site office by close of business
the Wednesday before a scheduled

www.crosspointe.info

Next BOT meeting
Wed. February 11, 2009
7 pm, Community Center

meeting. Any application received
after Wednesday will be considered
late and may not be reviewed by the
ARB until the next scheduled meeting,
so make sure you submit your application on time.
If you have any questions or want to
make sure your application is complete,
please contact the community center
office at 703.690.2321.

Crosspointe Chronicle

Community News

Holiday cheer at the
Lorton Station Town Center!

T

his year, more than 200 friends and neighbors attended
the 2nd Lorton Station Town Center Holiday Celebration on Saturday December 13. Everyone enjoyed the live
music and various family activities held throughout the
town center. The lively Frosty Follies Dance performance by
the talented troupe from the Metropolitan Fine Arts Center was once again a huge hit among children and adults
alike. Kids especially enjoyed the complimentary pizza, hot
chocolate and sweets, the arts and crafts activities, and the
special visit from Santa.

On behalf of the Lorton Town Center’s merchants and the
Lorton Community Action Center, we’d like to send our
appreciation to all participating families—thanks to your
generosity and kind donations, the food drive was a success,
with more than 350 pounds of food collected for LCAC.
This will help them ﬁll the ever growing demand in the
community for food and emergency services in these tough
economic times. We look forward to seeing you again next
year!

Crosspointe Chronicle

Frosty Follies Holiday Performance was a Huge Hit

A REMINDER: YARD WASTE PICKUP resumes on Monday, March 2.
Please continue to use clear plastic bags for bagged yard
waste, 4’ long x 2’ wide bundles for bundled yard waste, or
resident-owned containers. Until then, yard waste will be
picked up Tuesdays & Fridays with the regular trash.

www.crosspointe.info
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Community News

Boy Scout Troop 994 gearing up
By Life Scout Eric Franklin
nd getting ready for our annual fundraiser of selling
and delivering mulch on March 21! For an extra fee our
scouts will come out and spread that mulch for you. This is
our only fundraiser and the money raised from our mulch
sales help fund our monthly camping trips.

A

Our troop has been very busy this past year and has a lot of
exciting trips planned in the coming months.
This past summer we had 22 scouts attend a week long
summer camp at Camp Ottari in the Blue Ridge Mountain
Scout Reservation in southwest Virginia, where the Scouts
earned everything from Riﬂe to Horsemanship; Environmental Science to Swimming merit badges.
In September, we showed our water skills and went whitewater rafting on the wild man-made course at the Action
Sports Adventure Center at Deep Creek Lake in Maryland.
The troop learned a lot about rafting and had a blast with
Class 2, 3 and 4 rapids. Several of the rafts learned about a
technique known as “Tomb-stoning.” The end result is everyone in the raft takes a swim! The troop camped at Swallow Falls State Park and took a good hike out to Swallow
and Muddy Creek Falls. Muddy Creek Falls is the highest
waterfall in the state of Maryland.
In October the troop participated in the annual Old Dominion Fall Camporee at Fort Washington, Maryland.
Finally a camporee and not a rain-o-ree! Patrols had a
friendly competition in nine diﬀerent sports and scout craft
skill events to share in the scouting spirit.
In November the troop sent a crew to the annual Hike-oree in Front Royal, where the scouts hiked 10 miles in the
Shenandoah Mountains. Our troop also camped-out at
Bull Run Regional Park. The activities included shotgun
shooting and clay pigeons. It was so cold that night they
earned their polar bear patch.
22
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Our last trip for 2008, in December our troop went to Camp
Dawson Army National Guard in West Virginia where the
activities included orienteering, simulator, heated pool, and
all kinds of electronic gaming systems.
In January we had a Patrol helping out with the historical
2009 Presidential Inauguration. At the end of January our
scouts and their families went on our annual skiing and
snowboard trip to Timberline Ski Resort in West Virginia.
Several scouts earned their snow sports merit badge there.
In February our troop heads for Blackburn Trail Center on
the Appalachian Trail in Loudoun, Virginia.
In March its time to hit the books (the merit badge books),
because it is time for our annual Old Dominion District
Merit Badge Jamboree Day, where troops from the district
sign up to take merit badges for the day. Our big backpacking trip will be to Old Rag Mountain near Luray.
In April will be the Spring Camporee.
In May our troop will be outing to Laurel Cavern for rock
climbing, caving, and whitewater rafting.
Last summer, for high adventure our troop activity was the
ultimate ﬁshing adventure “Fishing in the Keys” at Florida
Sea Base. Our crews consisted of 8 scouts and 4 Assistant
Scout Masters. There they spent a week in the best ﬁshing
waters of the world and where our crew learned the art and
science of big game ﬁshing.
This coming summer our troop heads oﬀ to the Bahamas
High Adventure Sea Base in Marsh Harbour. Our crew
will be part of the actual working crew sailing the tall ship.
Also, in August our troop will be heading oﬀ for Philmont
for 12 days backpacking on the trail in the mountains of
northeast New Mexico.
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Free Delivery
“BE PREPARED” FOR SPRING!
Please support …

Boy Scout Troop 994’s
14 Annual Spring Mulch Sale
th

We’re selling 3-cubic foot bags of top-quality
double-shredded hardwood mulch for only

$4.60 PER BAG
We’ll deliver & stack it on your driveway for free!
Minimum 10 bags please!!

Our troop is always looking for ways to give back to our
community. Last November, we partnered with Cub Scout
Pack 2000 and resulted in a record amount of food collected, sorted, and shelved at the Lorton Community Action
Center (LCAC). We delivered 4,228.8 lbs of food.
Our troop completed several Eagle Projects during 2008:
Cameron Gahres completed his Eagle Project with an
educational exhibit on the breach of the Embrey Dam on
the Rappahannock River. He built 10 wooden benches and
spread wood chips along the trails of the Friends of the
Rappahannock and Virginia Outdoor Center. Tyler Jones
completed his Eagle Project by constructing a 16' bridge
behind St. John’s Methodist Church in Springﬁeld. Flint
Sisson completed his Eagle Project in conducting repairs
and renovations on a wooden foot bridge behind Oak
Chase Pool in Crosspointe. Austin Gastrell completed his
Eagle Project installing three kinds of low voltage lights
and clearing plant beds at the historic Pohick Episcopal
Church. Thayer McGregor completed his project by installing
two benches and a trashcan on the soccer ﬁeld at William
Halley Elementary School. Johnny Hanley completed his
Eagle Project in collecting 4,244 pounds of food and school
supplies to support families less fortunate. Kevin Murphy
completed his Eagle Project by constructing a 30' bridge at
Sandy Run Regional Park at the Loisvale Parking lot.
During 2008 we added nine names to the Troop 994 Eagle
Plaque of Honor, these include Alex and Zach Goehring, Noah

Pisner, Ed Pfundstein, Alex Crespo, Ben Hudson, Cameron
Gahres, Tyler Jones, and Thayer McGregor who earned their
Eagle rank.
BSA Troop 994 is sponsored by the Crosspointe Homeowners’ Association and is comprised of boys from the surrounding neighborhoods. Our troop meets every Monday
night at William Halley Elementary School at 7:00 pm.
Crosspointe Chronicle

A Portion of Your Order is Tax-Deductible!
BSA Troop 994 is sponsored by the Crosspointe Community
Association and is comprised of boys from the surrounding
neighborhoods. By supporting our mulch sale, you will help
us replace outdated gear and equipment, and contribute to
the development of some of the best and brightest young
men in Fairfax County—our future leaders.
Check the box on the order form below if you would like to
be contacted to have Scouts from Troop 994 spread your
mulch for a reasonable fee. Questions? Call Melissa Jeffers at
703.690.8318.
Orders and checks must be mailed by March 6, 2009.
Scouts and Silverbrook Nursery personnel will deliver your
mulch on Saturday, March 21, 2009, along with a receipt for
the tax-deductible portion of your order.



Thank you very “mulch” for supporting
Troop 994!
------ ----------------------Order Form--------------------------------

YES. I want to support BSA Troop 994.

I will buy _____ bags of top-quality, double-shredded hardwood mulch for just $4.60 per bag.
Name:__________________________________________
Street address: _________________________________
City:_______________________Zip Code:____________
Subdivision:_____________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________
Number of bags ordered (minimum 10 bags):
_________X $4.60 per bag = _______. . . Check #__________



Contact me to have Scouts spread my mulch.
Please make checks payable to: BSA Troop 994
Orders must by mailed by March 6, 2009
Mail orders to: BSA Troop 994 Mulch Sale
8116 Glenhurst Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039
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Camp Wilson
Scouts sit around the fire and share their
experiences as Scoutmasters cook at Camp
Wilson.

With the nosecones in the background, Life Scout Conor Quigley prepares his patrol’s
breakfast.

Boy Scout Troop 688
campouts: on the move…
Camp Wilson:
Turkey Campout
Bob Hyatt
From November 21-23, 43 Boy Scouts
from Troop 688 attended their annual Thanksgiving Campout at nearby
Camp Wilson. The Scouts were joined
by 18 WEBELOS Cub Scouts along
with 16 adult visitors and together
enjoyed one of Scouting’s greatest
pastimes, enjoying a roaring ﬁre and
eating food prepared by someone
else. For this one campout, the adult
leaders prepare the entire meal. The
Scouts feasted on succulent turkey
cooked in a huge reﬂector oven made
of chicken wire and tin foil, mashed
potatoes, green beans and warm bread.
Afterward they enjoyed telling stories
by the campﬁre. It certainly was a time
for giving thanks and reﬂecting.
24
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Recently the scouts completed their
quarterly service project of cleaningup Silverbrook Road as part of the Boy
Scouts “Adopt a Road” campaign. They
will perform this service again in early
February 2009.
The scouts are getting ready for their
upcoming trips to Sea Base in Florida
where they go night snorkeling and
paddle 5 miles in kayaks to get to their
campground.
In addition, they are beginning a rigorous hiking training program to prepare
for the 20-mile hikes they will do
while at Philmont, Scouting’s ultimate
experience.
As we prepare for Spring and you contemplate the many choices you have
for purchasing mulch for the springtime ritual of yard beautiﬁcation, we
ask that you remember Troop 688 as
Crosspointe Chronicle
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Boy Scout Troop 688’s
8th Annual Spring Mulch Sale
Premium “Double Shredded” Mulch
Large 3 Cubic Foot Bags
$4.25 per bag
Delivered to Your Home on March 28, 2009
The Boy Scouts from Troop 688 will be conducting
their annual Spring Fund Raising project between
February 1st and March 13h, 2009. On March 28th the
Boy Scouts will deliver and neatly stack your mulch
order. Help us to help you.
Your support for this project helps raise funds for
the Scouts and helps pay for the Troop’s educational
activities, equipment, scouting trips and many other
local community activities.
Please mail your order to the address listed on the
form by March 13, 2009. If you need more information, please call Steve Hudson at 703.644.3169.



Return by March 13, 2009
(Please Print Legibly)

If ordered before February 21st, pay only $4.00 per bag!
Name: _______________________________
Address: ____________________________
City, Zip:______________________________
Phone 703 ______-__________

Mail to:

Boy Scouts - Troop 688
8503 Middle Run Drive
Springﬁeld, VA 22153

I would like to purchase _____bags at
$4.25 each = $ ______(Total)
Please Make Your Check payable to: BSA - Troop 688

the Boy Scouts again will be asking for your support. In the
past, the Boy Scouts from Troop 688 have enjoyed tremendous support from the Crosspointe community. Please

see our advertisement on this page. We hope you
will help us help you.

Fort A. P. Hill: Orienteering
Mike Kidd, Assistant Scoutmaster
Twenty-six Scouts and eight adults from Scout Troop 688
braved December’s below normal temperatures and headed
south to Fort A. P. Hill near Bowling Green, Virginia, for a
campout December 12–14, 2008.
This annual camping trip is one of the Scouts’ favorite trips
and has been nicknamed “Nosecones” because the Scouts
spend two nights sleeping in B-52 bomber nosecones that
the US Army has placed on a 200-acre section of the post
where youth groups are allowed to camp. The Army once
used the ﬁberglass nosecones to protect electronic equipment from the weather. Today, they look like 21st century
tee-pees and provide the Scouts a very unique shelter.

After lunch Scouts watch the fire before the afternoon competitions begin.

The clear nights resulted in chilly temperatures, and it was
only 20F when the Scouts woke up on Saturday morning.
After breakfast and cleanup, the older Scouts instructed the
younger Scouts in the sport of orienteering by taking them
on a long 2.5-mile course to satisfy their First Class orienteering requirement. Using map and compass, the Scouts
continued on page 26
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spent part of the morning learning how to navigate the
woods using handheld GPS units.

The day finished up with good times around the campfire at Camp
A.P. Hill.

continued from page 25

tried to locate eleven control points (ﬂags) located in the
surrounding woods and stream valleys. All teams except
one found all eleven control points in this timed event. The
winning team returned to camp in just over 2 hours. The
Scouts who already had the Orienteering Merit Badge
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In the afternoon, there were two diﬀerent competitions. In
an orienteering score course competition, four teams of
Scouts had to locate as many control points as they could
in a two hour period. The control points were scattered over
the entire 200-acres. The winning team, calling themselves
the “Coneheads” and led by Tim Ryan, was able ﬁnd 18 of
the 20 points in an outstanding display of land navigation
skill and stamina. The second place team successfully found
nine of the control points. The second competition, based
on the sport of geocaching, also involved ﬁnding speciﬁc
locations throughout the rugged terrain; however, instead
of a map and compass, the three teams of older Scouts used
GPS units.
The Saturday evening meal featured the troop’s sixth annual
chili cook competition between the three patrols. This year
the Raccoon Patrol, under the leadership of Harkirat Mann
using Mark Schultz’s recipe, took top honors and bragging
rights.
After dinner, the Scouts formed two teams and played an
elaborate game called “Marooned”. Their objective was to
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“Big Daddy” lifts off the launch pad.

Crosspointe resident and Assistant Scoutmaster Paul James reviews launch range safety.

retrieve 32 glow sticks and “subspace radios” hidden in ten
locations throughout the huge playing area while avoiding
capture by the “aliens”. For the ﬁrst time, the evening game
(a 5-year-old tradition) involved the use of GPS units and
walkie-talkies. After the game, around a roaring campﬁre,
the Scouts enjoyed a hot dessert backed by the adult leaders
and rehashed the most exciting moments of the game.
One assistant Scoutmaster, who is a Crosspointe resident,
said, “The Scouts were awesome. Their land navigation
skills were excellent as they conﬁdently went from point to
point over the entire 200-acre areas where we camp.”

Camp Rodney:
Space Exporation
Twenty-one Scouts and six adults traveled
to Camp Rodney near North East, Maryland for a camping trip on the weekend of January 9-11.
Although the Scouts could have camped outside, all of
them decided to stay in the bunkroom of a large cabin. The
purpose of this camping trip was to work on Space Exploration Merit Badge. Sixteen completed all requirements to
earn this merit badge.
On Saturday, the Scouts learned some of the history of unmanned and manned space exploration, the parts of model
rockets, and the physics of how rockets work. They divided
into four teams to design either an unmanned probe or a
future Mars base. During the morning, each Scout also
constructed a small model rocket. The highlight of the day
was going outside and launching their rocket twice as well
as helping launch larger rockets brought by Scouts and
their counselors.
Right before dinner, the Scouts made a short presentation
about a space pioneer they had selected and researched
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Scouts construct their model rockets.

Scout Mark Schultz gives his presentation on the first woman in
space.

before the trip. After dinner, the Scouts viewed the ﬁlm
“Apollo 13.” The troop returned to Virginia shortly after
breakfast on Sunday.
Christ Church located at 8285 Glen Eagles Lane, Fairfax
Station sponsors Boy Scouts of America Troop 688. The
troop meets every Monday night at the church at 7:30 p.m.
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The Crosspointe Gardener

Winter is a perfect time to plan a vegetable garden
Ellen Peterson MPSLD, Master
Gardener and Horticulturist
popular word coined during
the past year was the “locavore”,
describing people who eat food that is
locally grown. Intense ﬂavor of fresh
local produce eaten during the summer is certainly a special treat. We
are usually able to ﬁnd what we want
at farmers’ markets, but what could
be more local and sustainable than
harvesting from our own backyards.
Aside from the practical and healthful
aspects of vegetable gardening, this activity can provide tremendous pleasure
for your entire family.

A

before they are ready for transplanting hiring a landscaper to do it for you.
outdoors. Some popular seed sources
The expense may partially pay for itself
include. www.johnnyseeds.com, www.
by putting the freshest food possible
kitchengardenseeds.com, www.cookson your table. Another option is to
garden.com, and www.burpee.com.
plant edibles alongside your ornamenSeeds are also available at most local
tals. You may not want a tomato plant
garden centers. It is helpful to have
next to the front door of your home,
some sort of grow lights to start seedbut fragrant herbs or rambling strawlings but I have had success putting to- berries would be a welcome addition.
mato plants on a sunny window ledge.
How much usable garden space or lawn
Most seeds can actually be planted
right in the ground when temperatures can be converted to a vegetable garden?
have warmed. If you choose, larger
How much sun will be available to your
quantities of produce may be stored
garden? Would a raised bed be better
for eating later during the year.
suited for your site and needs?
Be careful to select an appropriate
site for your garden. Nearby tree roots
will take moisture from the soil. Most
plants need at least six hours of sun
although eight to ten is ideal. Be aware
of shading patterns from buildings,
trees, and other plants that can change
throughout the growing season.

The winter months are a perfect time
to plan a vegetable garden. If you are
new to gardening, consider these few
basic questions:

Are you interested in harvesting your
own fresh produce throughout the summer and into the fall? What fruits and
vegetables do you like to eat? Would you
want to can, freeze, or dry your produce?

How much time will you regularly be able
to devote to your garden?

Many seed catalogs are available online. The seeds these companies oﬀer
will provide a much greater variety of
produce than is typically found in food
stores or markets during the summer. Seeds may be started indoors as
early as mid-February, but most only
need eight to twelve weeks of growth

Once the garden is planted, it will
need to be weeded, irrigated, and
carefully watched for pests. The time
you have available will dictate the size
of the garden. A small weeded garden
will be much more productive than an
oversize weed-ﬁlled mess. If planting a
garden is too daunting a step, consider
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Plan your garden to eﬃciently use
all available space. Some plants will
mature and can be harvested early in
the season so additional crops can be
sowed. Successive plantings of some
crops, such as beans, will extend their
harvest period. I have installed 4'x4' x
12" raised beds at many of the homes
I’ve lived in. I prefer the compact, neat
space ﬁlled with good soil and little
room for weeds to grow
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In spring, when your garden is
planned and soil temperatures have
warmed, the bed can be prepared for
planting. Although it isn’t necessary, tilling the bed when the soil is
not too wet (it crumbles when you
squeeze it in your hand) will give
the best results. Supplementing the
soil with as much organic material
as possible will produce healthier
plants. Before any supplements are
added, a soil test should be taken.
Free test kits are available at Fairfax
County libraries or at the Cooperative Extension Oﬃce in the Penino
Building of the Fairfax Government
Center. Samples are sent to Virginia
Tech and evaluated for a minimal fee.
Depending on results of the soil test,
add the following amendments:
² 5 lbs of hydrated lime
² 5 lbs of organic plant food (1018-12)
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² 3 40 lb bags of cow manure
² 1 6 cubic ft of peat moss or Leaf Gro

² The $64 Tomato (a must read for all
gardeners and gardener wannabes)

As always, contact me at 703.495.9027
or LN856@aol.com if you have any
² 1-2 lbs Kelp or seaweed
questions or problems. I will look forFor further information, see http://www.ext. ward to sharing our crops of zucchini
and tomatoes next August!
vt.edu/pubs/envirohort/426-312/426-312.html.
² 25 lbs Gypsum

There are many wonderful books that
discuss vegetable gardening but some of
my favorite references include:
² Square Foot Gardening, by Mel Bartholomew
² The Complete Book of Edible Landscaping by Rosalind Creasy
² Gaia’s Garden by Toby Hemenway
² Designing and Maintaining Your Edible Landscape Naturally by Robert
Kourik
² Sunset Western Garden Book (my
favorite!)

www.crosspointe.info

Don’t flush!
Wondering what to do
with those unwanted
medicines in your cabinet? Disposing of them
is easy if you remember this simple
rule: Don’t flush them.
For information about the American
Pharmacists Association’s recommendations and updates about this
issue, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
don’tflush or call the Fairfax County
Health Department at 703.246.2411.
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You can help LCAC
receive a part of
1 MILLION DOLLARS for
those in need!

E

ach year, philanthropist Alan
Shawn Feinstein gives away 1
million dollars to anti-hunger charities
such as Lorton Community Action
Center. He challenges each organization to collect as much food and as
many funds as possible to help the
hungry in each community. During March and April, for every dollar
donated to LCAC, and every item of
food collected, LCAC will receive a
portion of one million dollars…money
that will be used to feed hungry
children and families right here in our
neighborhood.

You can help by making a contribution
to LCAC or talking to your school,
church, synagogue or community
service organization about conducting
a food drive for LCAC.

LCAC needs:
 Tuna
 Peanut butter
 Jelly
 Cooking oil
 Spaghetti sauce
 Evaporated milk
 Macaroni and cheese
 Canned soups
 Canned fruits
 Canned beans

Germerika
German American Youth Work

Host parents
wanted!
WE ARE LOOKING FOR FAMILIES
INTERESTED IN HOSTING A
TEENAGER FROM GERMANY!

The students are between 14 and 18. They
have been hand-picked by Germerika Director Germany, Barbara Klein. They all are
fluent in English and we would like to show
them sights in Washington DC and Virginia!
To host you don’t even have to have
children—or children their age—just
be interested in meeting teenagers from
another country and showing them the
American way of life.

Food should be delivered to LCAC
Tuesday–Friday between 8:30 a.m. and
2:00 p.m., or LCAC can make arrangements to pick up your donations.
Call LCAC at 703.339.5161 x15 for
more information or e-mail: karlene@
lortonaction.org.
Whatever you donate to LCAC during March and April, Mr. Feinstein
will add to it. The more you donate,
the more of his $1 million LCAC will
receive!
For more information or to donate,
visit LCAC’s Web site at www.lortonaction.org.

 Laundry detergent
 Diapers
 Breakfast cereal
 Rice
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Have a comment for
or about your Chronicle?
Our e-mail address is
cp.chronicle@verizon.net
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Germerika is a non- profit organization that
has set German-American understanding and friendship as their goal. The idea
behind the trip is to integrate the students
into family life, not to entertain them nonstop. The director of the trip, Barbara Klein
has many activities planned in the Washington DC/ Virginia area for the children. Their
German Web page can be found at www.
germerika.co. if you are interested in looking
at some pictures.
Our 2009 trip will be from July 11–27.
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Susan Jaskot. She
is the Virginia representative for Germerika
and a Crosspointe resident who has known
the German Director for 8 years.
Susan Jaskot, 703.690.4310
skjaskot@yahoo.com

Thank you!
Lorton Community Action Center would
like to thank all of our Crosspointe
neighbors who helped to make the holidays happy for less fortunate families in
our area. Thanks to you, LCAC was able
to provide toys for 413 needy children
and holiday meals for more than 200
families.
In this time of economic turmoil, LCAC
works with the community to help
families who may have lost jobs and
need help to feed their families. Monetary or food donations are accepted at
LCAC, located behind the Lorton Library,
every weekday from 9:00 a.m–3:00
p.m. LCAC has served our community for
more than 30 years. Please call
703.339.5161 if you can help.
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your COMMUNITY

calendar

Maria’s Star Cleaning

Tax Preparation

Maria’s Star Cleaning LLC Residential and
commercial cleaning has been servicing the
Washington metropolitan area for more
than 20 years oﬀering competitive rates and
great references. Call for a free estimate
10:30 am – 4:30 pm, Monday – Friday.
703.723.3850 or visit our Web site at www.

Tax Returns prepared professionally by
CPA and Enrolled Agent with over 20 years
experience. Authorized IRS e-File Provider.
Specialist in individual Taxation. Call Syd
Hasan, CPA, EA, at 703.690.2600 or email to
SydCorp@aol.com

All events are held at the Crosspointe
Community Center, 8275 Glen Eagles
Lane, unless otherwise noted.

Military-Friendly Job Fairs

All Crosspointe meetings are open to all
homeowners.

mariasstarcleaning.com

Guitar Lessons
by professional guitar instructor and
performer – beginning through advanced
levels. Teaching privately in the Northern
Virginia area for the last 15 years. Bachelors of Music – Berklee College of Music.
Call John Sessums, 703.425.2857.

De’cor’em Home Improvements
No job too small…Handyman Services
include…Carpentry, Tile, Painting, Tile,
Toilets, Faucets, Plumbing Repair, Lighting
Replacement, Shelving, Mouldings…etc.
Give De’cor’em your Honey-Do list! True
American Craftsmanship is just one call
away. Call 571.334.5008 Today! Excellent
Crosspointe References. Low winter rates
apply!

Carpet Cleaning
5 rooms deep cleaned—$115. Carpet
stretching, 24 hour emergency water damage, certiﬁed mold experts, pet stain & odor
removal. Oriental rugs, furniture cleaning,
iicrc certiﬁed. 30 years experience including
The White House. For information, call
703.978.2270.

Visit www.CorporateGray.com to learn about
upcoming events and to pre-register. Meet
face-to-face with representatives from Fortune 500 ﬁrms, Government agencies, and
more. Free to all job seekers!

Interior Painting by Steve Russell

Thu. 12 Lincoln’s Birthday

Taylor Construction

Sun. 22 Washington’s Birthday

Specializing in home improvements; general handyman, deck power washing, home
repairs, interior and exterior painting; no
job is too small. Free estimates. Licensed,
bonded and insured. Call Rick Taylor at
703.690.0088.

Thu. 26 Meet the Candidates Night,
Crosspointe Community Center,
7:00 pm

Fabrications Custom Interior
Fashions
…can help you select beautiful fabrics and
create the perfect designs for your window
treatments. Superior workmanship, professional installations, references. Call Sherry at
703.495.0370. www.fabricationscif.com

Basement, Baths, Kitchens

Experienced, licensed teacher. All levels
and styles. Classical, pop, rock & jazz.
Lessons include theory, ear training, sight
reading, and note reading. Oﬀered in my
home or yours. Call 703.690.4550.

SAT Preparation

G&S Carpet Cleaning

SAT Class for Juniors is forming now.
Average improvement in scores is 400
points! Strong SAT scores will open doors
for your student, both in college admissions and scholarships. Call now: Julia Ross
703.830.7037.

Professional steam cleaning at an aﬀordable
price. Services include: rug and furniture
cleaning, pet stain and odor treatments, water
damage restoration. Licensed and insured. 3
areas, $60; 8 areas, $90; 10 areas, $150. Please
call 703.987.0359.

Cleaning Services

Professional Tutoring

House Cleaning: Reliable, experienced,
good references, ﬂexible scheduling, reasonable rates. We bring our own equipment.
Weekly—bi-weekly—monthly—occasionally. One-time, move-in/out; oﬃces. For
free in-home estimate, call Maryen/Raul at
703.321.5335.
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Wed. 11 Board of Trustees meets,
7:00 pm

Licensed. Insured. Member of the Better
Business Bureau. References always provided.
Quality workmanship since 1978. For a free
estimate, call 703.239.0370.

Drywall ﬁnishing & repair exterior wood rot,
tile, deck & fence repair, e-gress windows,
framing crown molding & more. Small jobs
welcome, call 703.987.5096 for free estimate.
36 years experience, licensed & insured, lots
of references.

Piano/Flute Lessons

February

UVA-trained tutor available to support
students in grades 7–12 and college. Math
(Pre-Algebra through Trigonometry/PreCalculus), Spanish, French, English, History,
Study Skills. Comprehensive SAT Preparation and College Coaching programs. Please
call Julia Ross at 703.830.7037.
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Sat. 14

Valentine’s Day

Mon. 16 Washington’s Birthday Celebrated

March
Mon. 2 Architectural Review Board
meets, 7:00 p.m.
Tue. 3 Pool Committee meets, 7:30
30 p.m.
Wed. 4 Open Space Committee
meets, 7:30 p.m.
Sun. 8 Daylight Savings Time Begins
Wed. 11 Board of Trustees meets,
7:00 p.m.
Tue. 17 St. Patrick’s Day
Tue. 24 Annual HOA Meeting,
Silverbrook Elementary, 7:00 pm.
Sign-in begins at 6:30 pm
For up-to-date meeting information
visit your Crosspointe community Web
site at www. crosspointe.info.

Residents:
Your submissions to this newsletter are always welcome. Send your
articles to cp.chronicle@verizon.
net by the 15th of the month before
publication.
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Classified Ads
NEXT ISSUE
Your submissions to this newsletter
are always welcome.
The next issue of the Crosspointe
Chronicle is the
2009 March issue.
Send your articles by February 15
to cp.chronicle@verizon.net
Submit ADS by February 10
Call the community center office
at 703.690.2321.

Pentagon Builders, Inc.

House Cleaning

Pentagon Builders has over 25 years Class A
licensed local experience as skilled builders/
remodelers. We provide beautiful design, high
quality workmanship, and on time performance
on Baths, Kitchens, Additions and Small Jobs.
Our specialty is happy clients. Call or e-mail us
for info. 703.690.8410 (oﬃce), 703.906.5829
(cell), or pentabuildinc@aol.com.

Good references, reliable. 25 years experience.
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, move-in/out. For
free in-home estimate, please call Juanita at
703.913.4288 or 571.334.3713.

English/Writing Tutor
State certiﬁed, 7–12. MA English; Teacher
Consultant, Northern Virginia Writing
Project. Eight years experience—all ability levels. Assistance in writing (analytical, creative),
literature, reading comprehension, study skills,
vocabulary. Ginny Kochis— 703.909.7425;
thewritingwell@earthlink.net.

House Cleaning Available
Concerned about your Bradford Pear
Tree(s)?
ForesTreeConsultants have ﬁfteen years
of experience trimming Bradford pears
propertly to make them safe and beautiful.
Call Ray at 703.569.3415.

Affordable Computer Repair &
Services
Computer repair and data recovery. Expert
wireless network setup. Expert infection
removal. Excellent hourly rate. Certiﬁed.
Contact Kevin Dahlke at 703.314.7531.
www.pc-repairs4you.com

De’cor’em Home Improvements
Don’t Move…Improve! American pride and
craftsmanship are what we do best, so Let us
put our expertise at work for you. Get that
new Bath, Basement, or Kitchen you’ve been
dreaming of now for less! Winter rates are
at their lowest, but our Quality is always the
highest. Call 571.334.5008 Today! Excellent
Crosspointe References.

Golf Clubs
Callaway Irons, RH, graphite, 3-SW, $150.
King Cobra F Speed Driver, RH, 10.5
degrees, $100. King Cobra Speed Driver,
RH, 10.5 degrees, $100. Call Jack after 7 pm,
703.690.8524.

Reliable, good references, experienced. Flexible
schedule. Reasonable rates. I provide services
for residents, window cleaning, and move in/
out customers. Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly and
occasionally. For a free in-home estimate call
Dalila.at 703.354.6272 anytime.

Pet Sitting
Personalized, compassionate service. Pet medical background. First Aid / CPR Certiﬁed.
Geriatric Specialty. Let me plan a positive
experience for your pet. License - Bonded Insured - Top notch references/qualiﬁcations.
Call Laura @ PETSRME. 703.924.1616

Professional Piano Tuning
To A440. Crosspointe residents discount of
$25 oﬀ normal rate of $150 = $125. Pitch raise
beyond 10 cents, $20 extra. Key repair, regulation and hammer shaping available at extra
charge. Keith, 703.459.7758.

Emerald Isle NC Oceanfront Beach
House for Rent
Five bedrooms with TV’s, four full baths, sleeps
12. Covered and open decks, icemaker, grill,
wireless internet, free long distance. Short walk
to community pool. Discount for Crosspointe
residents. Call 703.690.3444. View at www.
spinnakersreach.com under oceanfront duplexes
– Enchantress West.

Outdoor holiday decorations
The ARB Standards state that year-end holiday decorations must be removed from
the exterior of the house by the last day of January. String lighting is considered
holiday lighting and may only be installed and illuminated for appropriate
holidays. Decorations for all holidays are limited to display 4 weeks before the
holiday, and except for the year-end holiday, shall be removed 2 weeks after the
holiday.

32

Jan-Feb 2009

www.crosspointe.info

Tree Services
Winter Specials: tree and shrub trimming,
shaping and overall removal; tree repair;
stump removal; gutter cleaning. 25+ years
landscaping experience. Professional urban
forester. Reasonable rates. References available. Call Ray at 703.569.3415.

A&R Contracting
Specializing in ﬁnished basements and baths.
We also do any home improvements and
repairs. Small jobs are just as important as big
jobs to us. Licensed and insured. Call Robert
at 703.221.8155 or 703.629.0362 (cell).

Babysitting & Pet Care
I’m a responsible 18 year old high school
senior with a lot of experience in babysitting
and pet-sitting. I have a ﬂexible schedule
and can drive myself to any job. Call for
references. Call Megan at 703.585.4898 or
703.690.3444.

TO
ADVERTISE
CLASSIFIED ADS
 Resident Personal Ads
• Wanted, Services, For Sale, etc.
$5/35 words
• Lost/Found, Carpools, Giveaways
FREE
 Resident Business Ads
$18/35 words
 Non-resident Ads
$20/35 words

DISPLAY ADS
Business Cards: ........ $38
Quarter Page: ........... $70
One Half Page: ......... $115
Full Page: .................. $220
5% discount on ads run for three consecutive months with no change.
All ads for the Crosspointe Chronicle MUST
be submitted and paid for BY CHECK ONLY by
the 10th of each month prior to publication.
A typesetting charge will be assessed for any
advertisement not meeting our standards
for size, clarity, content, accuracy, etc. To
avoid this additional charge, call to secure
pre-approval of your ad. For information call
the Crosspointe Community Center office at
703.690.2321, M–F, 9 A.M.–4:30 P.M.
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